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Leadership and Innovation Within the Field of Rice 

Also available on our website: WWW.RICETEC.COM 

 

Check our website for 

the latest news, yield 

forecasts, and economic 

models. 

RiceTec’s annual field 

day is scheduled for 

August 18, 2015 at the 

Harrisburg, AR Station 

For BASF Clearfield®  

System  use and stew-

ardship guidelines, visit 

the RiceTec or BASF 

website. 

Preflood Nitrogen Considerations                                                Garrison Hardke 

It has been established that preflood nitrogen fertilizer (N) is one of the most important factors in 

setting the yield potential for a rice crop.  Please keep a few proven tips in mind as you get ready to 

go to permanent flood, so that you can realize the most from your RiceTec hybrid rice. We cannot 

overstate the importance of maximizing the efficiency of this N application, so plan ahead and make 

sure to get it right.  These RiceTec Hybrid N recommendations are backed by multi-year studies that 

include various N rates and timing splits.  Please note that these recommendations are listed in units 

of N, not pounds of urea.  The typical urea analysis of 45-0-0 means there are 45 units of N per 100 

pounds of urea, so 120 units of N would equal 267 lbs. of urea. 

*(120-0-30) – Preflood N-Midseason N-Boot N      

 

Adjustments to Base Recommendation     

These recommendations are provided as base N rates under normal conditions, and do not vary by 

RiceTec product, but may be adjusted according to specific conditions or cropping history.  RiceTec 

is a proponent of The University of Arkansas N-STAR® soil test for rice.  This is a good tool to help 

you find the most efficient N rate for a specific field, especially if that field has experienced issues 

that may be related to improper N rates. 

 

Timing of Application 

The recommended time for applying preflood nitrogen is typically when rice reaches the four-leaf, 

one-to-two tiller stage of growth.  This stage occurs approximately 30 days after emergence.  This is 

not necessarily the case in the Midsouth this year, as cool and wet weather has delayed growth.  

Check the actual growth stage and wait for proper timing if necessary. 

 

Proper Conditions and Water Management 

It is very important that preflood nitrogen be applied to 

dry ground in order to move down into the soil upon   

addition of the floodwater.  It is almost always better to 

wait for the right soil conditions rather than applying  

fertilizer in the water or on muddy soil.  If it will take 

more than 3-5 days to flood the field, or if it is necessary 

to apply N to damp soil, the use of a  urease inhibitor 

such as  Agrotain™ is highly recommended to keep from 

losing your nitrogen to ammonia volatilization.  Yield lost 

due to improper application is not recoverable, so get it 

right the first time.  

 

Once preflood N has been applied and a field has been flooded, it is very important to maintain the 

flood for a minimum of 10 days to hold N in the soil.  This is especially important if you drain and 

dry fields because of a straighthead history. 

 

If you have any questions regarding fertilization, please contact your local RiceTec Representative. 

  

   

Soil Type (texture) 

  

South AR, 

MS, LA 

AR Grand 

Prairie, NE 

AR, SE MO 

  

TX, East and 

S of Houston 

  

 

TX, W of Houston 

Silt soil (med) 120-0-30* 120-0-30 120-0-30 90-0-30 

Sandy soil (coarse)   90-0-30   90-0-30 

Clay soil (fine) 120-0-30 120-0-30 120-0-30 120-0-30 



Using Beyond® on RiceTec Clearfield® Rice                                                                             Dr. Brian Ottis 
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Late Season Planting                                                                                                                Garrison Hardke 

A very wet spring and abnormally cool temperatures have made for a         

challenging rice planting season across much of the south.  Planting windows 

have been very short in between rains and many fields have been planted under 

less than ideal conditions.  Despite all of this, southern rice growers should be 

commended for getting the vast majority of the rice planted that they had   

intended.  

 

While many rice growers are finished planting, there are always some fields 

that have to be planted late for different reasons.  Some soils are simply best 

suited for rice, as they won’t produce an adequate yield with another crop such 

as soybeans.  Some fields that were being leveled this spring have been      

delayed because wet conditions held up progress.  Rice is typically the best 

option on these newly leveled fields because of yield consistency and higher 

organic matter from the crop residue. 

 

RiceTec products have become the go-to choice for late planted rice, and for 

good reason.  While RiceTec products consistently out-yield their competitors 

across all planting dates and conditions, they are the only viable option for 

high yields when it comes to late planting.  This is due to the combination of 

short season maturity, aggressive tillering and root mass, and the strongest 

disease package on the market.  These characteristics are what enable RiceTec  

products to overcome many of the limiting factors in late planting situations. 

  

The two charts to the right show planting date data for the past three years with 

RiceTec products and competing varieties.  These data are illustrated in 

pounds per acre, as not all areas use bushels as standard for measurement.  As       

expected, the June planting dates show a reduction in yield.  However, the  

RiceTec products still have as good or better yield potential than competing 

varieties had when planted much earlier.  Much of the yield variability in late 

planting comes from unpredictable temperatures in late summer and fall.  The 

stress tolerance and early maturing characteristics of RiceTec products make 

them best suited to handle these conditions.  If there is a silver lining in late planted rice, it is that grain quality is typically very good.  

Chalk data for June planting dates is significantly lower than all other dates.  This is believed to be due to lower average               

temperatures that occur later in the fall when June planted rice is maturing.  These lower temperatures lengthen this stage of         

development and may contribute to a more consistent kernel. 

In the event that your Newpath® treatments were not activated properly or the red rice has gotten out of hand on your 

farm, Clearfield®growers do have the option of applying Beyond®  for red rice control.  Beyond®  can be applied up to 

green ring on RiceTec Clearfield® rice at a rate of 5oz/Acre, and include a crop oil concentrate at a rate of 1% V/V.   

Beyond®  has been shown to be very effective on red rice when applied in the flood and may be used as a substitute for 

the second Newpath®  application. 

 

If you are applying the flood and know that you are going to face red rice pressure, or if you missed a previous           

application, it is best to make the Beyond®  application as soon after the flood as possible so that there is still room in the 

canopy for the herbicide to penetrate.  In this situation, establish as shallow a flood as possible so that the red rice foliage 

is exposed above the floodwater.  Apply the Beyond®  in the highest volume of water possible, preferably 10 gallons/

Acre in order to get the best coverage and maximize exposure to the herbicide. 

 

Typically, RiceTec Clearfield® products reach the panicle initiation stage within two to three weeks after permanent 

flood establishment.  In most cases, red rice has not penetrated through the canopy at this point, which may make control 

difficult.  If Beyond®  is applied later than green ring, data indicate that yield loss may occur.  So make every effort to 

get Beyond®  out early following the flood if you think there is a chance you’ll need it.  It is up to you to preserve the  

Clearfield® technology on your farm. 

2012 to 2014 Average Yields
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These data are not a guarantee of performance, nor do they 
constitute a warranty of fitness for a particular use. 
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RiceTec Seed Return Policy                                                                                                                     

High Disease Pressure in South Louisiana                                                                                  Cullen Minter                                                                                                                          

RiceTec will allow customers to return a maximum of 5% of the customer’s total Fall and/or 10% of the customer’s total 

Spring seed purchased.  The return rights cannot be combined across sales seasons, see examples below.  Returned seed 

quantities above 10% in the Spring will be charged a 25% restocking fee.  2015 purchased seed can be returned under the 

following guidelines: 

Eligibility: 

 Unopened 2015 purchased mini-bulks (40 unit equivalent) and paper units are eligible. 

 Seed must have been purchased at the RiceTec published price. 

 Seed must be returned to Service Partner from where seed was purchased by June 15, 2015. 

 All unused seed must have been stored in appropriate conditions, protected from weather and rodents, in the original sealed  

mini-bulks or paper units, and in salable condition. 

 Opened mini-bulks or paper units cannot be returned under any circumstances. 

 There must be a signed 2015 Hybrid Rice Seed Sales Agreement to be eligible for return privileges. 

 Any seed overtreated with approved insecticidal seed treatments is not eligible for return. 

 Requests for Spring returns greater than 10% which are approved by RiceTec will be assessed a 25% restocking fee. 

Seed Return Process: 

 Seed eligible for return must be in unopened, undamaged, mini-bulks or paper units. 

 All seed must be returned to the Service Partner location from which the seed was purchased by the latter of June 15th, 2015 or 

within 15 days after sales orders which are entered after June 1, 2015.  Any exceptions must be approved by RiceTec Customer 

Service in advance and in writing. 

 All seed returned from June 16, 2015 through June 30, 2015 will be assessed a 25% restocking fee on orders placed prior to June 

1, 2015.   A 25% restocking fee will apply to seed orders entered after June 1, 2015 which is not returned within 15 days       

following the order date. 

 After June 30th, 2015, “NO” returns will be accepted on orders placed prior to June 1, 2015. 

 Service Partner must provide in writing the customer return information to the RiceTec Representative, including the customer’s 

full name, units, and lot numbers.  The information can be provided via text, email, or fax within two (2) days after the return is 

made or the seed return will be subject to revocation.  

 RiceTec’s Customer Services will provide confirmation to the RiceTec Representative and Service Partner of the entered return. 
Example: 

 If 20 mini-bulks (equivalent 800 paper units) of Clearfield XL745 are purchased in the Fall Program and 40 standard paper units 

of Clearfield XL745 are purchased in the Spring Program, then 1 mini-bulk of the fall purchase and 4 paper units of the spring 

purchase are returnable. 

As most of the rice belt has, South Louisiana has had a very wet, humid 

spring following a mild winter. After struggling with stand establishment, 

disease pressure has become a major concern in the area.  Blast was     

discovered fairly early on CL151 and Jupiter. Now Sheath Blight is     

cropping up on CL111. It looks like many fields will need to be sprayed 

twice.  

  

With Strobilurin Resistant Sheath Blight widespread in South Louisiana, 

controlling disease in these areas has become a more expensive endeavor 

than in the past. Alternatives to Azoxystrobin and Trifloxystrobin         

fungicides, such as Sercadis and Convoy do not have Blast activity.  So, a 

farmer could realistically be looking at $60+/acre for fungicide and      

application fees if a more Sheath Blight and Blast susceptible variety was 

chosen.  RiceTec products provide the best sheath blight package on the 

market and are resistant to the common races of Blast, making them an 

optimal fit for areas where resistant sheath blight is a possibility.  A Blast 

application should not be necessary.  RiceTec fields will need to be    

scouted for sheath blight but, university and RiceTec data proves that 

sheath blight applications on RiceTec products are seldom advantageous.   
Leaf Blast observed on variety CL151 



 
RiceTec, Inc. 

 
P.O. Box 1305 

1925 FM 2917 

Alvin, TX   77511 

 

15847 Highway 1 

Harrisburg, AR 72432 

 
877-580-7423 

Fax  877-588-7423 

Email addresses for RiceTec representatives available at www.RiceTec.com 

District Manager Contacts 

District 1 Whitney Blake                   870-273-4988 

District 2 Nick Ragsdell 870-878-1554 

District 3 Hunter Jones 870-273-9289 

District 4 Kurt Johns  870-2434696 

District 5 William Hutchens 870-273-9291 

District 6 Garrison Hardke               501-772-1715 

District 7 Whitney Jones 501-516-6904 

District 8 Wes Long 870-830-0160 

District 9 Jeff Branson 870-578-8436 

District 10 Jay Burchfield 662-402-2781 

District 11 Mike Worthington 337-263-4297 

District 12 Nicky Miller 337-207-6572 

District 13 Cullen Minter 337-499-6498 

District 14 Derrol Grymes 281-381-9371 

Regional Manager Contacts 

Districts 1-3 DJ Shipman 870-273-9286 

Districts 4-7 Jeff Reeves 870-919-6944 

Districts 8-10 Jeff Mosley 662-719-1034 

Districts 11-14 Mark Spilman 281-389-3527 

Customer Service Contacts 

Toll-Free Carla Sullins 877-580-7423 

 Sarah Parks 870-578-1843 
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