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Virginia AG Pest Advisory

Latest News

Peanut insect pest update, potato leafhoppers on the move
It is worth noting that potato leathoppers are active in some
peanut fields. In some of our plots, especially those that
were not treated with in-furrow insecticides for thrips, we
are approaching threshold levels of damage. Our
recommendation is to treat fields if 20-25% of leaves show
typical hopper burn leaf damage symptoms (the yellow V-
shaped pattern on the leaflet tips) and hoppers are still
present in the field. It is important to determine if
leathoppers are still present because we have found that
they typically migrate into and back out of peanut fields
throughout the season, and may not actually be present even
when leaf damage symptoms are obvious. Mid July is a
fairly common time to begin seeing thresholds, if they are
going to occur. We recommend checking fields just prior to
making other sprays (example, leafspot) so insecticides can
be tank mixed if a threshold for leathoppers is detected.
Several pyrethroid insecticides are listed for potato
leafthopper control. Also, Lorsban 15G will provide some
control, if applied for soil insect control.

Cotton insect pest update

All is still pretty quiet in terms of cotton insects. Although
plant bugs are out there, we know of only one field that was
treated. Square retention is good in all the fields we have
checked and similar reports are coming in from local crop
scouts. Although you can find spider mites in most fields,
none are even close to threshold. Aphids are also present,
but in very low numbers. Rain (or lack thereof) may be the
bigger issue in many areas. Cotton will be blooming soon,
and we will begin to shift to sampling developing bolls for
stink bug damage. More on that next week.



