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JUNE 15, 2005
Hereisthisweek's SoyFax, spon-
sored by the Midsouth field staff of
Syngenta Crop Protection.
Wewelcome your commentsand
suggestions.
Owen Taylor, Editor
owen@agfax.com 888-327-6329

OVERVIEW

Partsof the Midsouth remain des-
perately dry. Showers over the last
week helped ease crop stress in
places, but much of the upper
Midsouthisgtill running ahuge defi-
cit. Central and NE Arkansas and
Mississippi’s north Delta remain
mostly dry. So are pockets in west
Arkansasand Louisana. Many fields
havereceived littleor noraininthe
last 2 months. Surface water stocks
needed for summer irrigationinsome
areas have not been replenished.

One of our readers in Woodruff
County, Ark., said today that it's so
dry inhisareathat “ dust devils’ are
springing up onwindy afternoons.

WEB RESOURCES

A reminder: we continue to post

Extension rice newd ettersand bulle-
tinsfrom throughout theRice Belt on
our web site, agfax.com. Check out
theWorth Downloading sectioninthe
middle column of our home pagefor
Extension reports from all the
Midsouth states. Wed so post the clos-
ing Dow Jones rice review and the
daily grain commentary from Doane.

CROP REPORTS

JoeTownsend, Ind. Consultant,
Coahoma, Miss.: “We've treated
somefield bordersfor stinkbugs. So
far, populations of beanleaf beetles
andthree-cornered dfafahoppersare
much lessthan ayear ago.

“WEe' ve gotten rain in spots over
the last week, but much of our area
remainsawfully dry. Pivotshaverun
over some soybeans, but most grow-
ers have not started rolling out
polypipein aserious way, yet. The
peoplewho appear to be keeping up
with soybean irrigation are therice
farmers. They' reset uptoirrigate, and
they’ rerunning water right now.

“Someof thelate-planted MG 1Vs
and MG Vs are not showing real
stressyet. Somearejust at R1, if that
far along. The earlier beans that

SoyFax: Midsouth

haven't been irrigated yet are a dif-
ferent story. They’ reblooming out the
top, and there’s not much space be-
tween thetop and the ground.”

Herbert JonesJr., Ind. Consult-
ant, Leland, Miss.: “We anticipate
watering the soybeans that are pod-
ding up. We might start toward the
end of thisweek or early next week
if it doesn’t rain before then. If we
continue having moderate tempera-
tures at night it should be aright to
hold off afew more days. Wegot six
tenths to 2 inches of rain about 2
weeksago. We'repicking up alittle
more disease, but nothing that war-
rants treatment. Overall, thecropis
progressing real well.”

Scott Holder, Helena Chemical
Co., Cleveland, Miss.: “We'retry-
ing to determine what caused a cer-
tainamount of plantsto die off inthe
last coupleof weeks. Alan Blaine (Ex-
tension soybean specialist) said that
it'smorethanlikely dueto an accu-
mulation of stressfrom all the poor
conditionswe' ve had. Therewasno
real rhyme or reason to it. It didn’t

Continued on next page

here are a lot of confusing recommendations
on how to control soybean rust, but effectively
managing rust requires 2 modes of action, both a

triazole and a strobilurin.

Quadris® + Tilt® delivers this two-way control to cure
early stages of rust infestation that may be present in
your field, plus prevent rust from further infecting your

crop.

For more information about how to protect your fields
from the threat of soybean rust, visit:

www.soybeanrust.com
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of a Syngenta Group Company.
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rain that much, maybe 4-6 tenthsin
some cases. Wewould have expected
thisto happen onthelow end of fidds,
but someof it wasat thetop of fields.
It's not alot of acres, but there are
spots the size of a pickup. A lot of
plantsappesr to begreeningup again,
althoughit’'shard to say at thispoint
what they could make.”

Gary Wolfe, La-Ark Agricul-
tural Consulting, Ida, La.: “We
haven't had significant rainsinceApril
10. Onemanwho keepsadaily record
said at hislocationit’sonly rained 65
hundredths in that time. Beans are
suffering. A lot of our dryland cornis
pretty much gone. A bunch of it is
yellow two-thirds the way up the
stalk. Without soil moisture there
wasn’t enough nitrogen uptake.”

MikeEdwar ds, Edwar dsEnto-
mological Services, Water Valley,
Miss.: “Rain over the last 10 days
really helped the beans. We haven't
made any treatments, yet. In terms
of pest, we're finding alittle bit of
everything but not enough altogether
totreat. Our early beansareat R1to
R3, whilethelater onesareV4to V5.”

Brent Lassiter, ProAg Ser-
vices, LLC, Newport, Ark.: “Less
than haf the county hasreceived good
rains lately. Therest remainsreally
dry. In some heavier ground we got
just enough rain to sprout beansand
ruin them. Good rains fell in other
places, and those emerged okay.
Some peopleareflushing to plant soy-
beans. We vestill got beanssitting in
dry ground, waiting for rain, and alot
of fields have been worked up and
smoothed off, butit’stoodry to plant.”

Angus Catchot, Mississippi
Extension Entomologist: “On
Monday we went all the way from
Clarksdaleto Redwood as part of our
soybean survey, and insectsare pretty
light inthe Delta. All the usual pests

seemto bearound, but we' rejust not
seeing the numbers. Three-cornered
alfalfahopper numbersareincreas-
inginthehills. Some smooth-leaf va-
rieties have been sprayed for potato
leaf hoppers.”

Ralph Bagwell, Louisiana Ex-
tension Entomologist, Winns-
boro, La.: “We refinding quiteafew
beanleaf beetles. We started picking
up afew loopersyesterday (Monday).
Stinkbugs are morethan plentiful in
soybeans right now. They’re being
treated in alot of fields and need to
beinsomeothers. There' sagood mix
of brownsand greens. Asyou move
south thered shouldered stinkbug is
turning up insignificant numbers.”

Jay Coker, Consultant/Grower,
DeWitt,Ark.: “ People have started
planting earlier and earlier ontheprai-
rie, and alot of beansthat normally
would be taking advantage of early
rainfall need water now. It continues
to be dry across the area with the
exception of isolated spotsthat caught
showers. Alot of irrigation hasstarted
on soybeans. With diesel at $2 agal-
lon, that’s expensive. I’'m not sure
what people are going to do with the
doublecrop beans. There may be
enough moistureto sprout them, but
I”'m not surethat there’ senough mois-
tureinmany fieldsto get themup.”

David Lanclos, Louisiana Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist:
“WEe vebeen inundated with callsthis
week about red shouldered stinkbugs.
People are looking for answers, for
alternativesand for future research.
Onething wecantell them right now
is that they have to get away from
herbicide spraying techniques. We're
going to haveto get back to flat-fan
or hollow-conenozzles, increasethe
gallons per acre of carrier and the
pressure. We' re not getting enough
materia downinthe canopy withthe
big droplet size these air-induction

nozzlesproduce.

“The earliest sprayings we've
heard about this year for the insect
started 2 weeks ago. It’sturning up
mainly in south Louisiana but aso
somein the central part of the state.
A pound of Ortheneactivestill seems
to be the main choice. We feel that
you can increase control with the
Sprayer set up for insecticides.

“Thereremain somedry aress, but
for themost part we' re not suffering
for moisture. Growers continue to
plant beans. Wedid abig run through
south Louisanayesterday (Tuesday).
All thevacant acres had been planted
inthelast 7 days. Most growershave
switchedtoanMGV or MG V1.

ChrisTingle, Arkansas Exten-
sion Soybean Specialist: “Although
much of the state has received rain
over the past week, we are still des-
perately dry in most areas. Many
fields planted in the past 4-6 weeks
arebadcdly just Sttingthere. There's
littleto no vegetative growth, and that
will be aproblem for the remainder
of the season.

“Thiscould mean additional herbi-
cide applications due to lack of
canopy. Areas south of theArkansas
River still ook better than most areas
of central and northeast Arkansas.
Only 45% of our cropisrated good
to excellent.

“Many folkshavecdled aout chlo-
rideor salt damageand potassum de-
ficiency. Thisisdueto the prolonged,
dry periods. We' realso getting calls
about Permit drift. Many of these
acreswill likely bereplanted.

“Planting date studies|ast year in-
dicated MG IV and MG V beans
planted on June 1 till had the poten-
tial of 40-50 bushels, but when plant-
ingwasdelayedto July 1, yieldsde-
creased to 15-25 bushels. Canwedill
make a decent crop with the stand
we have or will re-planting be more
economical? Itisatoughcall.”



