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Here is this week's SoyFax,
sponsored by theMidsouth field Saff
of Syngenta Crop Protection.
Wewel comeyour commentsand
Suggestions.
Owen Taylor, Editor
owen@egfax.com 888-327-6329

OVERVIEW

Parts of the upper Midsouth re-
main criticaly dry. Whilesomerain
developed Tuesday night, showers
weremostly scattered and inconse-
guential compared to the moisture
deficit that now exists. Worst-case
situationsarestill in NE Arkansas,
SE Missouri and the north Delta of
Missssppi.

Thousands of acres of soybeans
remain unplanted or havefailed to
emergefrom dry seedbeds. One of
our contacts said late Tuesday that
hesaw aginlotin CoahomaCounty
being watered with atraveling gun,
presumably to keep grassalive.

Areasthat depend on surfacewa-
ter for irrigation arein the tightest
spot. Riversand creeks have been

drawn down and backup reservoirs
pumped dry in some cases.
OnepolypipedederinnorthMis-
sissippi said he had “never sold so
much polypipesoearly.” Pipemanu-
facturershad already said the next
round of inventory would cost more,
he added. Reasons given, he said,
included higher oil pricesand world-
widedemandfor plasticresins.

CROP REPORTS

Carl Hayden, Chicot County
Extension Agent, Lake Village,
Ark.: “ Soybeansare growing good.
Thereare no mgjor pest problems.
Weedsare being cleaned up. A few
acreswere being watered up before
it started raining 10 daysago. About
1% of our crop hasn't been planted
yet, but it should bedry enough now
tofinishup. We vegot beansbloom-
ing and podding andin all stagesof
growth.”

CraigMassey, UAP-Midsouth,
Somerville, Tenn.: “ Soybeansare
growing off quickly. We vemadethe
firgt shot of Rounduponalat of fieds,
and plantsare coveringthemiddles.
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Except for isolated spotsthat we' ve
had to spray for fleabeetles, we're
not finding any pestissues.”

John Raymond Bassie, Ind.
Consultant, Bassie's Agri Ser-
vice, Cleveland, Miss.: “A lot of
soybeans planted on March 4 need
water badly. They’re 12-14 inches
tall, and some started podding 2
weeks ago this past Friday. We' ve
got fidldsplanted 2 weeks after those
that are 20 inches tall now and
blooming. Roundup isgoing out on
beans, but that’sabout it in terms of
treatments. A lot of polypipeisbeing
rolled out.”

GusLorenz, Arkansas Exten-
sion IPM Specialist: “Growers
keep asking about treating thripson
soybeans. Thisisafield-by-field call
andit hasto be based more on com-
mon sense than anything else. Re-
search hasn't shown an advantageto
treating thrips on soybeans because
in normal conditions the plants
quickly grow past the point that
thrips have an effect. We' ve been

Continued on next page

here are a lot of confusing recommendations
on how to control soybean rust, but effectively
managing rust requires 2 modes of action, both a

triazole and a strobilurin.

Quadris® + Tilt® delivers this two-way control to cure
early stages of rust infestation that may be present in
your field, plus prevent rust from further infecting your

crop.

For more information about how to protect your fields
from the threat of soybean rust, visit:

www.soybeanrust.com
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Tilt® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks
of a Syngenta Group Company.
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putting out testsover thelast couple
of weekstolook at that again, and
in 3 studieswe saw inititial reduc-
tionsinnumbers. But 14 days|ater
we couldn’t seeany difference be-
tween treated and untreated plots.
“But you aso have to take into
account whether thripsare causing
significant seedling deeth. Thereare
caseslikethat wheresprayingwill be
justified. What we should avoidis
simply spraying because of symp-
toms. With enough rain, plants
quickly outgrow symptoms.”

Angus Catchot, Mississippi
Extension Entomologist: “Inthe
last 3-5 dayswe' ve started picking
up morethree-cornered dfafahop-
pers and beanleaf beetles. This
seemsto bethecasemoreinthehills,
but we' realsofindingincreasesin
partsof theDelta. At theNorth Farm
(Mississippi State campus) thenum-
bers havereally increased since 5
daysago. Until thesenumbersstart-
ing jumping, thethree-cornered al-
fafapopulationswere about aslow
asl’veever seenthem.”

Gerald Danid, Ind. Consult-
ant, Clinton, Miss.: “The rains
snceMemoarid Day havebrought up
alot of beansthat werelyingindry
soil. If it hadn’t rained I’ m not sure
what wewould have done.”

Seve Schutz, Ind. Consultant,
Coushatta, La.: “We' ve had spi-
der miteson some of our soybeans
inArkansas, and they’ ve hurt usin
places. Plantswereat second trifoli-
ateand drought stressed. Therewas
noway toirrigate, and we couldn’t
judtify doing anything. We rehoping
the humidity this week will help
some. Thrips have been rough on
some of our soybeans, aswell. We
came closeto spraying, but we kept

hoping for arain, knowing that would
takecare of theproblem. Onceit did
rain and plants started growing, ev-

erything wasokay.

Alan Blaine, Mississippi Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist: “We
still haveareasin north Mississippi
that areindireneed of rain. Theother
thing we' ve been dealing with has
been stand thinning, mainly dueto
environmentd sressand related dis-
ease problems. This has occurred
from Memphisto the south Delta,
and afew fidldshave been replanted.
| think we' veabout seenthelast of it
now. Plantsreached the point of no
return, aborted root systems, went
into severewilt and died.

“Inour verification programwe
urged many of our growersto water
in mid May, something we rarely
haveto do. Peoplewereresistant and
said plantsweretoo small to water.
But where growers put on water,
based on what was needed in the soil
profile, therewas none of thispro-
nounced plant loss. Plantsdidn’t dip
into environmental stressand were
viablewhenit did start raining. In
most cases neighboring plantswill
helpfill ingapsand offset at least part
of thelost potential.

“Still norust. Our recommenda-
tion continuesto beto hold off and
try toget by with onefungicidetresat-
ment. WEe' re hoping to get asmuch
growth on the plant as possible be-
forespraying. Becausewe rework-
ingwithsmal plantsthisyear dueto
sressful early conditions, we reaso
now looking at holding off thetreat-
ment until R4 instead of our typical
fungicidetiming at R3.

“This is a 2005 dea only, not
something wewould likely recom-
mend next year. It sbeen dry, which
isnot conduciveto rust devel opmernt,
pluswe have had no confirmed rust

yetintheMidsouth thisyear, solI’'m
comfortable with the approach.
Plantswill befar enough a ong that
we should be ableto protect virtu-
ally all theleaf areaand reducethe
chanceof needing 2 applications. If
this idea makes a grower uneasy
then, by all means, he should go
ahead and spray at R3.”

David L anclos, L ouisiana Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist:
“Sporadic plantingisstill underway,
but hit or miss thunderstorms are
developing inenough areasto keep
peoplefromfinishing. In somespots,
weactually need thingstodry upa
little. Mantsareshowing early symp-
tomsof waterlogging. A couple of
daysof sunshinewould curethat.

“Norust. Stinkbugsare showing
up at threshold in someareas. Popu-
lationsincludegreen, brownandred
shouldered. Thered shoulderedisdlill
l[imited to the southern part of the
date. We regettingto R3 on our ol d-
est beansand can't afford tol et stink-
bugsstay out there."

ChrisTingle ArkansasExten-
sion Soybean Specialist: “Soy-
beanslook nice south of theArkan-
sasRiver. Repeated rainshavere-
aly helped.

“Butit'sadifferent sory abovethe
river. Thefarther north you go, the
moredepressing it becomes. People
areusing theterm‘ economic disas-
ter’ to describewhat they’ refacing
if it doesn’t rain soon. Some people
are flushing to bring up beans or
watering ahead of planting to put
moistureinthesoil. A lot of surface
water has been depleted onriceand
soybeans. Some of our biggest pro-
duction counties are right in the
middle of thisdrought. About 40%
of our crop looksgreat, but the other
60%isinacritical period.”



