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Hereisour first issue of SoyFax:
Midsouth for 2003. Thanksto the
Midsouth gtaff of Vaent U.S.A. Cor-
porationfor goonsoring our early sear
SOIRSTE

We welcome your suggestions
and comments.
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OVERVIEW

Storms that started over the
weekend have brought rain, torna
does and damaging winds to the
northern half of the Midsouth. Sev-
erd center pivotsrolled over innorth-
east Arkansas, and rainfall accumu-
lationshaverunupto 8" inthe upper
Deltaand West Tennessee.

But in southern parts of the
Midsouth, rainfall hasfailed to de-
veloptomuch extent. Although some
stormsbrewed up inthe south Delta
last night, drier conditionstill pre-
vail south of theArkansas-Louisana
lineand below U.S. 82 in Missis-

Sppi.

Planting progress has been de-
layed, either by toomuchrain or too
little. But 70% of the crop hasbeen
plantedin someareas. Als, at least
someacreageintended for soybeans
will shift torice. Millersand export-
ers began boosting contract prices
inApril. Our RiceFax contactsare
reporting gainsinriceacreage, though
it's hard to put an estimate on how
much swing will take place.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

CROP REPORTS

Reynold Minsky, Minsky
Consulting Service, Lake Provi-
dence, La.: “Soybeansare coming
up pretty well, but I’ ve seen rhizoc-
toniainacoupleof areasinfields.

“Corn looks good, but it needs
ran awfully bad. Somefolksarebe-
ginningtoirrigate. We reseeing some
European corn borers and boll-
worms, but we rewaiting for thesec-
ond generation. Some of the late-
planted corn has billbugs. We've

also got alot of cornthat isfalling
over, mainly becausesoil around the
brace roots was washed away by
heavy rainslast month, and thenthe
wind blew it down.”

Mike Burchfield, Jimmy
Sanders, Inc., Cleveland, Miss.:
“Our soybeans are in pretty good
shape. Based on what growersare
saying, soybean acreage may be off
alittle dueto theway buyers have
run up rice pricesrecently. We prob-
ably have 75-80% of our bean crop
planted now inthisarea.”

CharlesDenver, Denver Crop
Consulting, Watson, Ark.: “The
early season soybeans look good
and aregrowing well exceptinareas
that have missed rainfall inthelast
several weeks. Some people are
cleaningupfieldsnow. By andlarge,
cornlooksgood. A few fidldsaredtill
being planted, dthoughit'sawful late
for that.”

Joe Townsend, Ind. Consult-
ant, Coahoma, Miss.: “A huge per-
centage of our soybeanshave been
planted, and there’ sabigger sharein
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VALOR™ Buys You Time
When Weeds Grow Fast

With recent rainfall in parts of the Delta, weeds are moving
fast. Making Valor part of your soybean burndown program
givesyou more flexibility. It enhances burndown activity and
providesimportant residual control. You often can wait several
more days to make that first postemergence treatment in
Roundup Ready® beans. And in many cases aburndown tank
mix with Valor eliminates asecond postemergence application
altogether by holding weedsin check until beans canopy.
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MG IVsthanwe vehadinawhile.
With therains, the crop looksfan-
tastic,andalargepart of itisuptoa
beautiful stand. No significant re-
planting hasbeen necessary.
“Thedowns deto thiswonderful
westher isthat theweedshave come
up pretty aggressively, and we vegot
some battles ahead of usin all the
crops. We' veused alot of Valor in
both cotton and soybeans. We
looked at Roundup Ready cottonthis
week, and theonly fieldswewon't
haveto treat right now arethe ones
whereweused Vaor. They'reclean.”
ClaudeBonner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Cotton Specialists of Ark,
Inc., N. Little Rock, Ark.: “The
cornisbeginning to do pretty well.
It'sgrowing rapidly. Most of it has
had herbicide and nitrogen applica
tions. We' vefound alittle of what
may be corn borer activity in the
whorl, but it'sdifficult to sseemuch at
thispoint that would beaproblem.”
Trent LaMastus, Ind. Con-
sultant, Cleveland, Miss.: “Dry
weather inthe south Deltaisaggra
vating our pest Situationin corn. We
had totreat acoupleof fields, sofar,
for chinch bugs and may have to
spray some additional fields for
immatures. If thecornwill ever start
growingitwouldfix theproblem. But
wehaven't hadrainin 10 days. Most
every field has at least 15% boll-
worm/corn earworm populations. So
far, soybeans|ook good.”
David Skinner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Sarkville, Miss.: “Cornlooks
goodinthehills. Someiskneehigh,

andwe'reoff toastrong start. I'm
mainly scouting for corn borersright
now. | rantrapsin two counties|ast
Friday and found a total of six
moths”

Michael Boyd, Extension En-
tomology Specialist, Portageville,
Mo.: “Cornlookspretty good. If we
can get alittlemore sunshineit will
redly start taking off. Wedidn't seem
to have as much early aphid pres-
sure asthey did south of usin Ar-
kansas. We vehad somelight infes-
tationsof armywormsand cutworms,
but very little has required treat-
ments.”

Alan Blaine, Mississippi Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist:
“WEe' re about 70% planted and off
to an excellent start. There's been
concern, | know, about how viable
someof theseplantingswill beindrier
conditions, especially south of U.S.
82 whereit hasn't rained much. Part
of that areagot rain Tuesday night,
and seed havebeeninthegroundfor
several weeksin some cases.

“I"m cautioning people not to
jump the gun on replanting. Condi-
tionsthistimeof theyear arediffer-
ent than in June, and with cooler
weather soybean seed will wait
longer for arain. A grower called
today (Wednesday) fromVicksburg
and said he’ sgot beans coming up
that were planted 27 days ago.

“Thesame caution about replant-
ing appliesto wherewe got intense
rainsthismonth. Again, with cooler
temperatures those small plants
aren'tgoingtoscaldinApril or early

Also this week...

AlanBlaine, Mississippi Soybean Specialist, provided an additional ad-

visory for thisweek. You candownload it asaPDFfileat:
http:/Mmww.agfax.com/updates/mg/blaines-7fax. pdf
David L anclos, L ouisiana Soybean Specialist, provided an additional

feed grainsadvisory for thisweek. You can download it asaPDFfile at:
http://mww.agfax.com/updates/lall ancl oss-7fax. pdf

May likethey would inthe summer.

“Overdll, | don’'tthink we'rein
for alot of replanting. Where grow-
ersworked up ground beforedl this
rainit could beaweek or more be-
forethey getinthefiddagain. Don’'t
panic.We' redtill inMay and il have
timeto make agood crop.

“WE reseeing someminor insect
problems. Beanleaf beetles are
aroundin pockets. If you havethem
andwant to avoid building aresident
population thisyear, consider add-
inganinsecticidewithyour herbicide
treatment. We' vetreated acouple of
notill fieldsfor grasshopperswhere
we had alate burndown or exces-
siveresidue. But weprobably won't
seetheintense pressurewe' ve had
inthelast coupleof years. Fieldwork
totakeout rutsfromlast fall’ssoggy
harvest hasdisrupted populationsin
many areas, | suspect.”

David Lanclos, L ouisiana Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist:
“Some early MG IVs are up and
look good, but they need rain. It's
dill dry acrossawidepart of thedtete,
especialy insouth Louisiana.

"A few peopleareplantinginthe
dust, but tractors are mostly idle
where it's really dry. We haven't
passed the optimum planting period
for somevarietiesand aren’teveninto
that period with certain groups.

“Cornplantingisfinished and sor-
ghum planting is just about com-
pleted. We reill ngtheprob-
lemswith cornfalingover duetothe
intenserainslast month. Therainex-
posed roots and, between strong
winds and the drying effect onthe
roots, the plants came down.

"Insomefieldswe reestimating
oneout of 15 plantswaslost, butin
extreme casesit may bethree out of
every four plants. We' ve got guys
waitingfor insuranceadjusmentsand
othersplanting latecorn.”



