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OVERVIEW

Too much rain or not enough --
that'sthemain story. South Louisi-
anacontinuesto suffer. Unlessrain
systemstoday brought relief, parts
of thesouth Deltaremaindry, aswell.
River flooding istaking out some
early fieldsin the upper Midsouth,
and Mississippi River crestscould
wash out cropsalong stretchesof the
rivervaley.

More rain was falling across a
wide part of theregion today. Plant-
ingisrunning behind, replanting de-
cisonsarelooming, and weed pres-
sure is building where treatments
haven't been made. In south Louisi-
anga, planting hasbeen onholdfor a
couple of weeks, and some early

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Tuesday and Wednesday.

CROP REPORTS

David Lanclos, L ouisiana Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist: “We
haven’t put any moresoybeansinthe
ground sincelast week dueto poor
moisture. Parts of the state got a
soaking rain, mainly north of Alex-
andria in places that already had
ample moisture. Conditionsinthe
southern sateremainvery dry. Some
areas are going 30-40 dayswithout
rain, and soybeans haven't been
planted thereyet.

“I'm seeing alot of guysirrigate
cornwherethey can. Thecrop till
looksokay, but it won't beabumper
yield. We had too much stressdue
to cool conditionsearlier. Thiswon't
be adisaster, by any means, but no
records, elther. Fortunately, much of
our cornisgrowninnortheast Loui-
sanawheremorerain hasfdlen.

“Wedo have somedrought stress
in corn in areas that missed rain.

Landry have been stressed 10-14
days. It'snot real bad yet, and one
positive thing isthat the wind has
calmed down from 25-30 mph
Speedsthat readly dried thingsout.
“Oneconcernisthat we' re get-
ting closeto the end of the recom-
mended planting period for grain sor-
ghum. Late planted sorghum hasbeen
very susceptible to borer damage.
Wemay seealot of it planted after
thenext rain event in areasthat have
been dry, and that could set us up
for pressureasthe generationsbuild
through the season. Thelast recom-
mended day isMay 15, tomorrow.”
Angela Thompson, Tennessee
Extension Soybean Specialist:
“Thelatest estimateisthat 2% of our
soybean crop is planted. So far,
we' velost someof itinflooded river
bottoms, mainly in Middle Tennes-
see. There's flooding along the
Hatchie and Forked Deer Rivers.
Most of what's been lost in West
Tennessee has been corn and cot-
ton. Somefolksare planting for the
first timeor replanting, but themain

fields have been plowed under. Fields in Pointe Coupee and St. Continued on next page
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focus probably ison replanting cot-
ton.

“Incorn, we rehearing about sug-
arcanebeetlesin Lauderdae County,
wherethey were bad last year, but
asoin Shelby and Fayette Counties.
Some growers are going over the
topwith highratesof pyrethroids. It's
not acompl ete cure, though. We're
looking at seed treatments as one
possiblepreventiveinthefuture.”

GusLorenz, ArkansasExten-
sion IPM Specialist: “We'refind-
ing afew armywormsinwheat. It's
not widespread, just pockets here
and there, but we' re seeing popula
tionsashigh as 15 per squarefoot.
Our threshold has changed enough
that we' re not worrying too much
about them right now. It's always
been 6 per square foot, but recent
research indicatesthat 100% defo-
liationdidn’t reduceyidds.

“Therecommendation now isto
treat only when head cutting occurs.
WEe ve measured popul ations at 60-
80 per squarefoot withnoyieldloss
aslong asheadsremained intact.”

Cecil Parker, AgriServices,
Ltd., Vidalia, La.: “Thesouthern
half of Concordia Parish remains
dry. Very few soybeans have been
planted there. One guy disked up
some MG IVs that were 7 weeks
oldand only 4” tall andtoofar gone
todoany good. Inthenorthernend,
60% of the soybeansprobably have
been planted, and wedtill have some
cotton to plant there.

“Cornonour sandier groundin
the southern parish hasheld up well
whereit'sclosetotheleveeand has
moisture perculating up from the
water table. But on mixed ground,
the dry weather has taken a toll.
Some growers have already de-
stroyed stands. Every week we're
finding more and more sugarcane
borersin corn. It'snot enough yet to
concern us, but enough that we're

watching it closely. After the dam-
age sustained last year, people are
paranoid about their cornand milo
getting eaten up thisyear.”

Robert Wells, CRCAg Consullt-
ing, LLC, Monticello,Ark.: “Alittle
acreagein MG IV shasbeen planted,
athought abit late now. Someearly
Vswere planted in the last week.
They’ rejust starting to pop up now.
WEe vegot oneareathat’smissedrain
lately, but we' ve had enough mois-
tureeverywhereto at least get most
fieldsuptoastand.”

Tucker Miller, Ind. Consult-
ant, Drew, Miss.: “ Soybeans|ook
pretty good where they didn’t go
under water. We applied Roundup
early onalot of fields, and we' retry-
ing to get more out now. Other than
scattered beanleaf beetles, we renot
seeinginsects.

“Corn borer moth trapswent up
inthelast few days. Inthe southern
part of our areain Sunflower County
we saw numbersjump from 2-3 to
30-40inafew days. We' refinding
afew Southwest corn borer larvae.
Right now, it'slessthan 10%. But
farther north in Quitman County we
checked trapstoday (Tuesday) and
didn’t haveany moths, andwedidn't
findany larvee.”

Ross Wood, Manager and
Certified Crop Advisor, Almyra
Farmers Almyra,Ark.: “ Soybean
planting hasbarely sarted. We vegot
maybe 1,000 acres in the ground.
We' vehad dl thisrain, very heavy
at times, and people are scared to
plant them and then get pounded
again. We rewaiting for the current
system to pass by and then try to
plant somemore.”

Rusty Elston, Elston Crop
Management, Cheneyville, La.:
“We had one really odd situation
where we had to spray corn ear-
wormsin soybeans. It’'sbeen 15-20
yearssincel’ veseenthemthisearly

Insoybeansat atreatablelevel. One
other oddball thing — where we
planted milo notill, and especially
where we burned down clover,
we' ve had to treat some stinkbugs
thispast week.”

Wendell Minson, Bootheel
Crop Consultants, Dexter, Mo.:
“Wet conditionsreally delayed bean
planting. Most guys would have
started May 1, but we're just now
getting to the first soybean fields.
Cornisup to agood start. We're
putting fertilizer toit and plowing the
last time. It's 12-15" tall. After the
fertilizerand al therainlaey, it will
bewaist-highin 2 weeks.”

Alan Blaine, Mississippi Ex-
tension Soybean Specialist:
“We' ve got a mixed bag. It keeps
raining whereit’sbeen raining, but
placesinthe south Deltahaven't had
raininamonth. Hopefully, therain
today (Wednesday) will makeit to
thesedrier areas.

“Crop progressis pretty decent,
al thingsconsidered. But we vegot
saturated fieldsand flooding. Inthe
Delta, 8-13" of rainismorethan a
lot of theseflatter fieldscan handle.
Riversarebacking upin places, and
it'sdtill raining. Sofar, wehaven'tlost
alarge part of the crop to flooding,
but wewill if it kegpsraining.

“Unfortunately, all thebuildup of
water innorth Mississppi isfixingto
go to the south Delta where they
haven’t had muchrain, but they till
might flood from it. It's a double
whammy.

“Peopleare spraying or wishing
they could spray. They’ |l either have
towaitforittodry upor cal inthe
arplane. We regoing to have some
wooly fields. A preemergence may
have bought ussomerelief on some
fields. Burning down early, though,
remains the best approach. We'll
asobemaking replanting decisons.”



