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OVERVIEW

The coastal crop pushestoward
heading, and somefungicide appli-
cationsare starting up.

Inthe Midsouth, rainfall over the
last week helpedin places. But some
areasremaincriticaly dry. Tropica
StormArlenebarely grazed there-
gionlast weekend.

Midseasonisstartinginthe Delta
alittlethisweek, and morewill be
underway next week.

TEXAS/COASTAL LA.
Johnny Saichuk, L ouisana Ex-
tension Rice Specialist, Crowley,

La.: “We' vegot light disease pres-
aure. I’ veonly recommended afun-
gicideononeverificationfied, sofar.
Theother fieldsareclean. Thefield
wherewerecommended atrestment
is older rice, and sheath blight
reached the point that it needed to
be sprayed. Several farmers say
they’ refinding sheath blight around
andwecould get intoit heavier next
week.

“1 thought we' d have somerice
headingin at |east oneverification
fidd, but not yet. OnefiddinAcadia
Parish may be heading by Friday.
Thecropisredly mixed. Somefieds
aremoving aong nicely, whileoth-
ersseemtojust bestting there. We
continuetofind fildswith our mys-
tery malady, and the count iswell
over 20 now.”

DeWayne Dopslauf, Agri-
liance, Wharton, Texas. “Rice
looks aright. PD applications are
going onright now, and we re check-

ingfor sheath blight. Somefungicides
have gone out, but not much, over-
al. We' redtill fighting alittlegrass
hereandthere, and grasshasbeena
tough issuethisyear. We' ve prob-
ably had more problemswith grass,
infact, thanwe veever had. Thishas
been awidespread problem, andit’s
hard to say why so much got through.
“1 was talking with a couple of
farmersat church, and they seemed
relieved to find out they weren't the
only oneswho' vebeen dedling with
it. Onefarmer told me he had made
hislast herbicide application, and if
there was any grass out there then
hewouldjust havetolivewithit.”

Garry N. McCauley, TexasAg-
ricultural Experiment Sation,
Eagle Lake, Texas. “In the west-
ernpart of our production areawe' re
at 65% to 70% PD. Ouir first plots
areheading. ThatincludesXL8and
3 of the hybrids. Some of the
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To keep grassy weeds under control after flood,
put proven Clincher® SF herbicide to work.

A 15-ounce per acre rate of Clincher controls tough
grasses in rice, including barnyardgrass (both propanil-

and Facet-resistant biotypes), sprangletop, broadleaf

signalgrass, junglerice, fall panicum and knotgrass.

For best results post flood, use Clincher during the
first two weeks after flood. Clincher has excellent
crop safety to your rice, can be used up to 60 days
before harvest, and poses no significant risk of injury
to neighboring crops like cotton, soybeans, tomatoes

and other vegetables.

To learn more, visit www.ProtectMyRice.com.

*Trademark of Dow AgicBoances LLE

®Clincher is a trademark of Dow
AgroSciences, LLC
Always read and follow label directions.
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Trenasseisaso heading right along
with the XL 8. Weweretold that it
would be 5-6 days earlier than
Cocodrie, but thislookslikeit will
beevenalittleearlier than that.

“Chances for disease are going
down somewhat becausethehumid-
ity is declining. We still have salt
problems in a couple of counties.
Conditions remain dry, and those
problemsare getting worse. | don’t
know how much longer that ricecan
holdon.”

MIDSOUTH

Scott Holder, Helena Chemical
Co., Cleveland, Miss.: “The ma-
jority of our cropisat flood or going
toflood right now. Riceisstill thinin
spots, but it’s starting to tiller out.
WE' re getting some heat unitsnow,
and that’smaking abig difference.
We did midseason on about 200
acres Saturday and have lined up
another 1,000 acresfor Thursday or
Friday. We'll get rice flooded up,
makewater weevil treetmentsand go
fromthere”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart,Ark.: “Thedriest partsof
the state received somerainin the
last week, but amounts|’ m hearing
about rangefrom afew tenthsto an
inch, andthereareareasthat got little
or nothing. Wereceived absol utely
no helpfrom (tropica storm) Arlene.
Probably half or moreof our cropis
flooded. Someisin midseason al-
ready. At the end of thisweek and
early next week quiteabit will be
reaching midseason.

“I"mgetting afew morecalsabout
some problemsthat, sofar, defy ex-

planation. Thisisthekind of season
that brings out odd things. We have
seen afew casesof phosphorousde-
ficiency, which showsup 7-10 days
after aflood isestablished.

“Chinch bugswerebad |ast week.
Thisisunusual. I can count on one
hand the number of timeswe vehad
to deal with bad chinch bug situa-
tions and then, suddenly, | get 3-4
callsin oneweek. There are water
weevil hot spotshereand there, too,
but no mgjor catastrophesarebeing
reported.”

Brent Lassiter, ProAg Ser-
vices, LLC, Newport,Ark.: “Less
than half the county has received
goodrainslately. Therest remains
really dry. We've done as much
flushing thisyear asanyone canre-
member, and that trandatesinto big
grass. We'reusing alot of Clincher
post-flood on bigger grass. It’'sbeen
sodry inthepreflood period that we
couldn’tkill it, anyway.

“We planted somefieldsand then
flushed 4 timesto get themup andto
aflood. We' ve spent tonsof money
ondiesd beforeever getting aflood.
Between 90% and 95% of our rice
has been flooded now.”

Nathan Buehring, Mississippi
Extension Rice Specialist: “A lot
of riceisgoingtoflood, and every-
thingislooking better whereit rained
or the flood has been established.
Rainfdl innorth Mississippi washit
or misslast week. A few midseason
applicationsaregtartingup, andmore
will begoing out inthe next week or
so. We're picking up afew water
weevilsontheearly rice. On newer
leaves we're finding about 30%

feeding scars in some locations.
WEe vehad problemsinisolated fidds
but no big, widespread situations.

“Wewill havealot of riceready
for harvest at the same time. We
planted about 45% of thecropinthe
sameweek, and then made another
round of planting 2 weeks|ater. But
incomparing DD50s, that | ater rice
isonly 3-5 daysbehind now. So, a
lot of harvest work will be stacked
up at the same time. It's going to
stretch our capacity, not even count-
ing soybeans that might be ready
about thesametime.”

Jay Coker, Consultant/Grower,
DeWitt, Ark.: “Our earliestriceis
just moving to greenring, and some
of the midseason is going on it.
WEe' ve had spotty showers on the
prairieandit’swet in places, but the
areaisdry, overal —very dry.

“Our surface water supply —riv-
ers, on-farm reservoirs and other
sources—areasdry asl’ veever seen
them at thispoint. Peoplearegoing
to less desirable sources of water
now. It’sexpensiveto pump water
out of adeep well, but that may be
theonly option. Thisyear you can
clearly seethe benefit of arecovery
ditch.

“Normally, weget rainfall some-
timebetween flushing and permanent
flood. That rain replenishesour sur-
face water and by June and July
we've got a fresh supply. But we
darted out dry thisyear, and our rain-
fall —when we've had any — has
mostly been measured intenths.”



