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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax, sponsored by the
Midsouth and Texas steff of Valent
U.S.A. Corporation, maker of Regi-
ment and Bolerorice herbicides.

Wewe comeyour commentsand
suggestions.

OwenTaylor, Editor

owen@agfax.com 601-992-9488

OVERVIEW

Conditionsremain dry through
much of south Louisiana and the
Texasricebdt. Saltwater intrusion
hasbecomeaconcerninoneareain
VermilionParish, Louisana

Storms dumped rain on parts of
the north Delta Sunday night and
Monday in association with the
weather systemsthat tore through
areas in Missouri, Arkansas and
West Tennessee.

Scattered locationsin south Ar-
kansas picked up rain Monday, but
much of thelower Deltaremained
dry aswe closed thisissue. These
reportswere made Tuesday.

TEXAS/S. LA.

Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “Even though it's
warmed up, the crop in south L oui-
sianaisrunning 10-14 daysbehind
thehistoric average. | ranabunch of
DD50s, and they pretty much bear
out why thelong-term predictionsare
waly ahead of theactual crop.

“Inthispart of thestatewe reover
90% planted. It continuesto bevery
dry for thistimeof theyear.”

Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
EagleL ake, Texas. “Our firstrice
started going to flood last week.
From adevel opment standpoint, all
of our riceis7-10 daysbehind this
timelast year. Thecool, wet weether
early intheseason had an effect. The
other thingwe refacingisthat rain-
fall, sofar, hasbeenjust about half
our normal amount for the period.

“A lot of farmers are on their
fourthflushing and can’t hold aflood
yet. It'snot just the cost of flushing,
it'sthelossof nitrogen. Wemay have

to add some early N and/or bump
up therateaswego to flood.

“I’veseenalot of chinchbugs, to
the point that we' re starting to lose
rice on the centersof leveeswhere
theflood has chased the bugs. But
unlessafield hasan extreme number
of levees, treatment probably isn’t
judtifigdle”

Howard Cormier, Vermilion
Parish Extension Agent,
Abbeville La.: “Riceisstarting to
turnaround withthiswarmer westher.
WE re having some saltwater prob-
lemsaready inlow-lying areasdue
to dry weather. A samplethisweek
hit 2,500 parts per million, whichis
way too high. Luckily, thefield al-
ready had somewater init, so hope-
fully thefreshwater will diluteit. Our
last Significant rain acrosstheparish
was April 7. We've had scattered
showerssincethen, but peoplehave
been pumping alot of water.

“Wehaven'tdrained any fid dsfor
ricewater weevilsyet, but we resee-
ing some scaring from adults. Ina
week or sowe || befar enoughaong
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Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on Regiment,
Bolero and our other products in rice, cotton,
soybeans and peanuts visit our website,
www.valent.com, or call toll-free, 800-6-
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Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass— evenresistant biotypes. Plus, yougain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, riceflatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds.
Its application window stretches from the 3-leaf stage

inriceuntil greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.
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to find root damage. Wherefields
haveto bedrained, wecould beina
crtical Stuationif saltwater remains
anisue”

MIDSOUTH

Reynold Minsky, Minsky
Consulting Service, LakeProvi-
dence, La.: “Thericeiscoming up
pretty evenly. Everything that has
been planted has been flushed.
We're dry and can’t get arain for
anythingright now.”

Brent Lassiter, ProAg Ser-
vices, LLC, Newport, Ark.:
“Some pretty strong storms came
throughtheareaSunday night. Most
places got at least 2", but in some
locationstherainfall measured upto
5".Andanearlier ssormput upto 3"
in spots. We were about to flush
nearly every field for weed control
and emergence, but that won’t be
needed now. We're close to 100%
planted.

“Commandisholding. Right now
we' rejust letting thingsdrain down.
Mostly, we'll have to deal with
nutgrass beforeweflood, and some
of our early fieldsmay beready for
theflood next week.

“We had a lot of straight-line
windswiththisstormthat blew down
power poles along some roads. In
theMcCrory areatherewere center
pivotsturned over, too.”

Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
sion Rice Specialist, Soneville,
Miss.: “Therainthat'sfalensofar
hasmainly beeninthenorth Delta
As soon as the water comes off
there, peoplewill betryingtokill the
grassthat’scoming up. Southof U.S,
82 people are flushing fields with

somedifficulty. Thewindisstacking
up the water on the ends of fields,
andit’stough to get the ground wet
inplaces.

“With somewhat stronger prices,
we' vegot peoplewho’ restill unde-
cided about how muchricethey’ll
finaly plant. We may have 70% of
thecrop planted, or it could be 80%.
It's hard to say because nobody
knowswhat 100% will finally be.
Severd growershavetoldmethey're
going back for more seed. Oneguy
said Monday that hefinished plant-
ing amonth ago but hasdecided to
plant some more now.”

Mike Burchfield, Jimmy
Sanders, Inc., Cleveland, Miss.:
“We're 90% planted and maybe
75% emerged. Therain, whereitfell,
will help. A lot of guysstarted flush-
inglast Monday and covered quitea
bit of acreage. Therainthisweek was
mainly northof Cleveland. I’ veheard
reports of up to 5.75". Around
Cleveland, thetotalsran about 2.5".
And on the south end of the county,
littleor norainfell.

“A lot of our ricehad Command
asapreemergence, and therehasn’t
been much activity where fields
weren't flushed. Assoon aswe get
theexcesswater off we' |l start her-
bicidework.”

CharlesDenver, Denver Crop
Consulting, Watson, Ark.: “Rain-
fdl totasMonday night ranged from
nothing up to 6”. Areas north of
Stuttgart didn’ t get anything. From
M cGehee south wedidn’t get any-
thing, either. But at Dumasthetotal
wasb.5", andit reached nearly 6" at
Watson. At Dermott it was spotty,
maybeahalf-inchin places.

“Our riceis80-85% planted, un-
lesspeopledart plantingagain, which
iIsapossibility with some expecta-
tionsfor stronger prices. We vegot
fieldsthat aregetting grassy because
growers were short on labor and
didn’t flush when it was necessary.
People who flushed are in good
shape. Some herbicidework started
late last week, and alot more will
begininthenext 5-7 days. Thegrass
ISgetting enough moisturein places
tostart tillaring out, and we' |l start
treating grassin someof thesefields
whether we haveastand or not.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart, Ark.: “Therain hasbeen
scattered inthisimmediate area. In
thelast two dayswe' ve gotten .2"
hereat the station, but 20 milesdue
souththe gauge at my home showed
2". It's been scattered across the
state, too. The northern part got a
good ded of rainwithdl thestorms,
then parts of southern Arkansas
caught some. But central Arkansas
has missed most of therain.

“Plantingisabout towrapup. As
of last Friday, 87% was planted.
That’sabout 16% ahead of normal
for this time of the year. Stronger
pricesmay push up our planted acre-
ageinfringe countieswhere people
can shift land from cotton or soy-
beans.

“Depending on the weather, we
could see some preflood fertilizer
going out and our first flooding start
up late next week. The majority of
our crop, though, is2-3weeksaway
fromthat.”



