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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax, sponsored by the
Midsouth and Texas staff of Valent
U.S.A. Corporation, maker of Regi-
ment® and Bolero® rice herbicides.

OVERVIEW

In Texasand south Louisianathe
crop continuesto run behind. Johnny
SaichukinLouisanasaidriceinthe
southern parishesseemsshort for this
point in the season.

Inthe upper Midsouth, growers
aredtill coping withtheeffectsof too
muchrainfall. In NE Arkansas, nu-
merousfieldsremainunder water. In
partsof north Mississippi, planting
lagsbehind dueto wet conditions.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday afternoon and Tuesday.

TEXAS/SOUTH LA.
Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “Ricein south Loui-
sanaismuch shorter thanit should
beat thisstage. | wasinanumber of
fieldstoday with several different

varieties, and | saw thisinevery lo-
cation. It appearsto be about 15%
shorter than we' d expect now that
we' reat and beyond midseason.
“We' vegot to shiftinto our dis-
easemonitoringinsouth Louisana. |
found alittle sheath blight last week
inAcadiaParishwhere seed drifted
together and the stand wastoo thick.
Thisunseasonably cool weather will
hel p 9 ow disease devel opment, but
wedtill needto belooking.”
DeWayne Dopslauf, Agri-
liance, Wharton, Texas: “Our rice
islooking good, and we' remaking
preflood fertilizer applicationsand
going to aflood on alot of it. We
havealittlebroadleef activity toclean
up. Westill haven't had asignificant
rainin 2 months. That’snot hurting
therice, but thingslook awful where
they can’t water therow crops.”
Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
Eagle L ake, Texas: “About 20%
of our riceisat flood now. Typically,
we should have had nearly 100% at
flood 1-2 weeksago. That indicates
how far behind thisseasonisrunning.
More acreageisgoing toflood, and

the situation islooking better every
day. We ve got somethinner stands
that aretillaringandfillingin. Our old-
estriceisinto PD.

“Showers have continued to de-
velop north of our production area,
and somericeisdtill being flushed.”

MIDSOUTH

Rudy Randleman, Rudy’s
Field Service, Paragould, Ark.:
“Thingsaredrying up, andwe retry-
ing to get back to work. We started
putting out preflood fertilizer last Fri-
day, and we vebeen making cleanup
sprays. Our rice looks good right
now. Everything hasbeen kept pretty
clean. We remainly treating broad-
leaf weeds. Lessthan5%isat flood.”

Allen McKnight, Delta Ag
Consulting, Greenville, Miss.:
“We'rein the process of taking out
broadleaf weeds and flooding up a
good bit of acreage. Also, we're
picking up chinch bugsand getting
hit pretty hardin gpots. We vetreated
acoupleof fieldswherewecouldn’t
get thewater onfast enough.”

Curt Johnson, CRC Ag Con-

Continued on next page

gHEHBIBIIE

Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on Regiment,
Bolero and our other products in rice, cotton,
soybeans and peanuts visit our website,
www.valent.com, or call toll-free, 800-6-
VALENT (682-5368). Always follow label
directions.

Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass— evenresistant biotypes. Plus, yougain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, riceflatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds.
Its application window stretches from the 3-leaf stage

inriceuntil greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.
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aulting, LLC, LakeVillage, Ark.:
“WEe' re cleaning up and getting the
flood established on our first rice.
WEe' ve pretty much got everything
sprayed and are coming back with
fertilizer and theflood on agood bit
of it. Rain around Grady caused
problemsgetting applicationsmade.

“Wemeasured 13" inthelast 3
weeks, and now cottoniscoming up,
which complicatesapplicationwork
alittlemore. | made treatment rec-
ommendationson May 12 that have
justbeenfinishedinthelast 3days. |
hadtoraiseAimand Permit ratesa
bit on somefields.

“Cold temperatureshave had an
effect onrice. It'snot growing asfast
asit can. We vebeentryingto push
it where possible with a shallow
flood. We'll come back with Regi-
ment, Aim, Grandstand or Permit,
with some combinations, as needed.

“l have several fields with
johnsongrass. Inacoupleof fields
last year therhizomejohnsongrassfel
over on rice and took it down, and
wemay come back with Regiment
thisyear wherewe' ve got potential
problems. I'mtelling my growersthet
we'll see how much seedling
johnsongrass gets by the propanil,
then spot spray itif that’san option.”

Hugh Whitby, Rice Consult-
ant, Agriliance, Blackfish, Ark.:
“We got up to 12" of rainin 7-10
days. Thewater iscoming down, and
thericethat has had water oniitis
beginningtorecover now that thesun
isshining. A lot of it till lookssick,
though. We reputting out fertilizer to
helpit get going, and most of it prob-
ably will be okay.

“If wehadn't had therain, 95%
of itwould beready for the preflood
fertilizer and theflood. But only a
small percentage of our crop is
healthy enough right now to spray
and taketo flood.

“Wedidn't have any fieldsdry
enough for preflood work until last
Thursday. Some of the Commandis
holdingwell, andwe vegot fid dsthat
arefairly clean. Butwe veasogota
varied mix of weedsinmany fields,
andthere'sno’ prescription’ program
for herbicidesthisseason.”

Wayne Dulaney, Dulaney
Seed Co., Clarksdale, Miss.:
“WEe vegoneamost aweek without
arainafter getting 14.5" intheprevi-
ous 2 weeks, including 9.5" inone
chunk. The rain, plus the cool
weather has slowed things down.
Rice hasbeen under water, and alot
still lookssickly. Therainheldupa
lot of planting. In Quitman County,
only 10% of therice hasbeen planted
duetorainandflooding.

“The crop is fairly clean after
coming throughdl thiswesther. Con-
ditions have been nearly ideal for
Facet, Command or Prowl. Smart-
weedistheonly thingl’ veseenthat’'s
abig problemyet, and alot of Regi-
ment isgoing out to get it and also
pick up some big barnyardgrass.
Wheregrowershave mixed grasses,
we rehittingitwithAimandthenwill
comeback with Clincher.

“Onegrower madeaninteresting
observation. Hesaid that 5yearsago
wewould havedisked up thegrass
and planted beans. We' ve got some
fields with six-leaf and tillared
barnyardgrass that had already
emerged when the preemergence
materia swereapplied. If anything,
sgnalgrasshasgottentobeaneven
bigger problemin recent years. But
we' ve got some tools now that al-
low usto stick withtherice.”

Bruce Beck, Extension Re-
gional Agronomist/Rice, Butler,
Mo.: “With al therain, it's been
about amonth since peopleinthis
county havebeenabletodomuchin
thefield. Now, after aweek without

rain, there'salot of flying out there.
Herbicidesand nitrogen are going
out. We got about 90% of therice
planted early, athough at this point
I”m not sure how much morewill be
planted. The cool weather has
slowed it down some, but therice
didn’t seemtomindtheran.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart, Ark.: “We vegot fields
that remain flooded — some pretty
deeply — in parts of Poinsette,
Crossand Missssippi Counties. Ide-
ally, we don't like rice to be sub-
merged for morethan 10 days, and
14 daysiskind of ontheedge. These
fieldsare approaching 10 daysnow.

“Asthewater goesdown, deci-
sionsare being made about whether
itwill surviveand what needsto be
done. Onceit driesout, we' |l have
tostart over againonbuilding levees
and weed control. We're getting
asked about variety selectionwhere
riceisgtill being planted.

“Rice outside of flooded areas
looks decent. We' refighting grass
problemshereand there. Planesare
putting out fertilizer asfast asthey
can, and alot of wellshave started.
I’'mstill hearing reportsof afew les-
pedeza worms where Icon wasn’t
used or wheretreated and untreated
ricewas blended. Blending works
okay with water weevilsif thetotal
rate is what it should be. But it
doesn’t work for lespedezaworms.”

Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
sion Rice Specialist, Soneville,
Miss.: “Thecropiscoming aong.
Peoplearefertilizing and flooding on
awider basisnow. The callstoday
are about Roundup drift, whichis
associated, | suspect, withtoo much
wind andtoo littletimeto get some
thingsdone. I’'minafieldright now
that’smy 4th or 5th today with what
lookslike Roundup symptoms.”



