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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax, sponsored by the
Midsouth staff of Vaent U.S.A. Cor-
poration, maker of Regiment™ and
Bolero® rice herbicides. We wel-
comeyour suggestions.

Owen Taylor, Editor

OVERVIEW

Morerainisfalinginplacesthat
don't needit. Asweclosed thisis-
sue Tuesday night, northeast Arkan-
saswas under yet another band of
showers. Ricefieldsthereare sub-
merged on awidebasis. Accumula-
tionsof 12-18" arereported.

Coastal areasremain dry. Some
|ocations have gone 40 dayswithout
rain. There'slittleeffect onrice, but
other cropsare suffering.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday and Tuesday.

TEXAS/S. LA.

Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “Insouth Louisana

we' redtill burning up. Norain of any
sgnificancehasfdleninover 40days
insomeplaces. Rice, of course, isn't
auffering, but I’ veonly seen onesoy-
bean field that’ sup.

“There' senough water coming
downfrom Mississippi tokeepfresh
water moving through the country-
Sde, sowehaven't had saltwater in-
trusontoany degree. Wherewehad
increasesin salt earlier it appears
mainly dueto southerly gulf winds
pushing saltwater inland.

“Alot of riceisgoingintogreen
ring down hereand isjust about at
midseason. Duetothedow start we
had, | till expect thecropto berun-
ning about 2 weeks behind in south
L ouisiana, so we may not see sig-
nificant harvest beforelate July.”

Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
Eagle Lake, Texas: “It rained to
thewest and north, but | don’t know
of any sgnificant rainthat fell inour
ricegrowing areaover theweekend.
Thesedry conditionsaren’t affect-
ingricedirectly, butitisdrying up
other vegetation and pushing insects

into ricethat wenormally don't see.
In Wharton County we' re getting
both sugarcane aphids and the
oatbird cherry aphid. We've also
had extreme pressurein placesfrom
chinchbugs, dthough | haven't heard
of armyworm problems.

“With our weak standsfromthe
slow start we had thisyear, we're
probably not going to havearecord
breaking season of any kind. Thisis
thefirst timewe vehad good prices
inseveral years, and we' recoming
off 2 record seasons. But yieldsthis
season will bereduced.

“Thecrop remains behind, too.
Eveninour early fields, nothingisat
midseasonyet. Flus wedlill haverice
coming up. Thebulk of it hasbeen
under flood 7-10 daysand is start-
ingtolook alittlebetter.

“It's also getting hotter -- 95 at
Houston'sIntercontinental (Airport)
Monday. We usually don’t see that
until late Juneor early July.”

BlaineK och, AccountingM an-
ager and Grain Merchandiser,
G&H Seed Co., Crowley, La.:

Continued on next page

gHEHBIBIIE

Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on Regiment,
Bolero and our other products in rice, cotton,
soybeans and peanuts visit our website,
www.valent.com, or call toll-free, 800-6-
VALENT (682-5368). Always follow label
directions.

Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass— evenresistant biotypes. Plus, yougain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, riceflatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds.
Its application window stretches from the 3-leaf stage

inriceuntil greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.
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“Thericeisdoing good. Thereare
little problem pocketshereand there,
but nothing major. We' ve hit green
ring faster than peopleexpected, and
alot of ricewill bejammed up to-
gether at harvest, sowe d better hope
for good weather.

“Dry weather hasheld back soy-
bean planting. Our seed manager
estimatesthat 60% of our soybeans
were planted by thistimein 2002.
Today, we' relessthan 5% planted.”

MIDSOUTH

Scott Holder, Helena Chemi-
cal Co., Cleveland, Miss.: “Rice,
overall, isin good shape. It rained
another 4” at Shelby Saturday, one
farmer reported. | measured 2" be-
tween Drew and Merigold. With dll
the moisture, Command has been
holding pretty good. It'sjust starting
to break. A spot or two isjust now
getting abit out of hand.

“Wegot alot of work donelast
week whenthewind died, andwe ve
got morericegoingtoflood now. We
just need dry weather now to finish
up preflood work.”

Michael Browning, Tri-
County Farmers Association,
Brinkley,Ark.: “Wegot 3.5" to 5"
of rainlast Thursday through Satur-
day, and now there’'s alot of rice
under water. Growersare pumping
it off wherethey can.Alot of it hasn't
had thefirst shot of nitrogen yet.

“Weedsare getting to beamajor
issue. We haven't had good control
with Commandin somecases, partly
where applicationsweren’'t madein
timeand grassgot established.”

John Hedden, Consultant,
Lawhon Farm Service, McCrory,
Ark.: “Depending on thelocation,
we've gotten 6-15" of rain this
month. We vebeeninnundatedinthe
last few days. Growersare pumping

water off wherethey can. Backwa-
ter flooding dong bayousandrivers
isaffecting someacreage, too.

“Things are at a standstill, and
therestill isagood deal of work on
theboard. We ve gotten someweed
pressure under control with cleanup
sprays here and there. Command
held good on 60-70% of therice.

“Overall, the crop looks good,
andit madeastrong start. About half
our riceis 10 daysahead of normal.
Right now, wejust need dry westher
to takemoreof it toflood.”

Chuck Farr, Mid-South Ag
Consultants, Crawfordsville,
Ark.: “We vegotten 6-14" of rain
inthislast round of storms, and that
wasontop of al thewetnessweal-
ready had. Oneolder gentlemansaid
you had to go all the way back to
1931 for ayear with asmuch rain
duringthisperiod. You caneasly find
precisongradedricefieldsthat have
had water above the levees for 4
days, and it may be another 4 days
beforewe seeleveesagain.

“Theriverisout of itsbanks. We
had 80% of our fieldsplanted onthe
other side of the levee, and crops
were up to somegood stands. We' ||
probably loseall of that. I'mtelling
my growersto rest up becausewhen
thingsdry up, we' ll begoing 24/7.”

David Sohl, Aerial Applicator/
Grower, Skarda Flying Service,
Inc., Tollville, Ark.: “North of
Hazen somegrowersgot 4-5” of rain
Friday night, and it washed out alot
of levees. Hereat Tollvillewemea
sured 1.75". Maybe 10% of therice
hasreceived preflood nitrogen and
hastheflood started. With most of
therest we' re waiting for thingsto
dry up enoughto apply nitrogen.

“Generally, we're off toagood
start. Icon was used pretty widely,
and we're not dealing with grape

colaspislikelast year. We vecleaned
up alittle escaped grass, but Com-
mand hasheld pretty well.”

Terry Erwin, M orehousePar-
ish Extension Agent, Bastrop,
La.: “Riceisdoing pretty good. It's
been hurt abit wherewater couldn’t
get off fast enough. We vehad some
4-5" rain events. Growers also
haven’'t been able to do preflood
herbicideandfertilizer work.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart,Ark.: “Abunchof riceis
under water inat least 5 countiesin
northeast Arkansas. We don’t have
agood ideayet on how many acres
areaffected. Onegrower measured
morethan 12" of raininthelast week.
That included oneday when his6.5"
rain gaugewasrunning over.

“Ricecan stand to be submerged
for 10-14 days. How well it holds
up dependspartly on how murky the
water is. Whenthewater goesdown,
it'sflat onthemud, andit could take
aweek beforeit startsrebuilding its
leavesand greensup acrossthefield.

“You'vegot to start from scratch
onweed control and rebuild al the
levees. The growing point is still
down near the soil level, soit can
survive, but old vegetation may die
off and anew shoot will develop.”

Keth Baioni, Jimmy Sanders,
Inc., Hollandale, Miss.: “We got
1" of rainover theweekend, and that
was the first rain we' ve had since
sometime in mid April. The crop
looks pretty good, overall. We're
cleaning up broadleavesand getting
reedy for preflood nitrogen sowecan
flood up a pretty good bit of rice.
WEe've got scattered, larger grass
where postemergence treatments
weredelayed. We' rethinking about
coming back after the flood with
Clincher.”



