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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax: Midsouth/Texas, spon-
sored by the Midsouth and Texas
staff of Valent U.S.A. Corporation,
meker of Regiment®and Bolera® rice
herbicides.

OVERVIEW

Parts of Texasand south Louisi-
anareceived ther first measurable
ranfdl in2months, givinggrowersa
brief respite on pumping. Whiledry
conditionsaregenerally associated
with low disease pressure, it’sbeen
toughto keep aflood onmany fields.

Therain, though, camein some
pounding amountseast of Houston.
Hail also battered someareas. The
system <till missed awidepart of the
Texas production region (see
McCauley’scomments).

Inthe Midsouth, dry conditions
for about a week helped growers
catch up with preflood nitrogen ap-
plicationsonawidebasis. Butagood
dedl of that work till remainsunfin-
ished. The rain also could further

delay recovery in partsof the upper

Midsouth that experienced flooding
inMay.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday and Tuesday.

TEXAS/S. LA.

Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
EagleL ake, Texas. “ Smdll sections
of our rice production areagot rain
Monday, but it wasn’'t all good.
North and east of Houston and about
halfway to Beaumont they got
pounded by 6-8" of rainplusgolfbal-
sizehail. It aso rained on the other
sideof Victoriajust past our rice. In
the major part of our production
areq, itrainedlittle, if any. We're9-
12" behind now for theyear in many
locations. We vegonenearly 75 days
herewithout measurablerainfall.

“There' salot of evaporation, and
peoplearehaving troublekeeping up
withthe pumping. A mgority of our
fieldsare under flood now, and the
riceislooking better. We passed PD
onour earliestriceinthelast 7-10
days. Withthelow humidity and low
rainfall, there’ smuch lesschance of
disease coming in, so perhapsthat

will offset some of the extra costs
we vehad thisyear with flushingand
pumping.”

Shane Theunissen, Extension
Associate, Crowley, La.: “Wesaw
alittleshesthblightin . Landry Par-
ishlast week, but that's<till theonly
real Sgn of diseasethat hasgppeared
in the research verification fields.
WEe repast thegreenring on alot of
riceinsouth Louisiana. | saw some
rice today that had about a 1"
panicle, soin another week wecould
have afew headsemerging.

“We had hit-and-miss showers
yesterday (Monday). Thestation got
1.1”, but other areashad just afew
tenths. They'recalling for morerain
today, and I’ ve been hitting showers
hereand therea ong the highway.

“ Stinkbugsarewaiting onthebor-
ders of ricefieldsin some places.
They’re on barnyardgrass and
vassey grassthat’sa ready headed.”

Howard Cormier, Vermilion
Parish Extension Agent, Abbe-
ville, La.: “It'sfinally started rain-
ing. We' ve gotten scattered show-
ers, from.5" upto4-5" inthenorth-
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Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on Regiment,
Bolero and our other products in rice, cotton,
soybeans and peanuts visit our website,
www.valent.com, or call toll-free, 800-6-
VALENT (682-5368). Always follow label
directions.

Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass— evenresistant biotypes. Plus, yougain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, riceflatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds.
Its application window stretches from the 3-leaf stage

inriceuntil greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.
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ern part of the parish. Most of Ver-
milion hasn’'t seenrainsinceApril 7.
Withthesedry conditions, we vehad
difficulty keeping up with pumping.
Dayshavebeen hot and dry, plusthe
wind has been increasing evapora-
tion. Severd farmerstell methey’ve
been going 24/7 with the pumps, so
whatever rainweget now helpswith
that cost, at least for afew days.

“Riceislooking good now. It's
standing uptall, hasahedlthy green
color andisredly smiling. There's
something about rainwater that re-
ally makesricedo better. It dilutes
sdinity wheresomemight havegone
intofieldswith surfacewater.

“The drought has kept usfrom
planting beans, so far, but drought
yearstend to be our better riceyears
dueto lower disease pressure. It's
too early to know if that will bethe
casethisyear. Sheeth blight hasbeen
gpottedinafew fields, but it won't
spread quickly with the dry condi-
tionswe vehad.”

MIDSOUTH

Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
sion Rice Specialist, Soneville,
Miss.: “Rainfall amounts Monday
ranged from .4” to 1.5". We'retill
looking at casesof herbicidedrift. It's
not al Roundup, apparently. Insome
situationsthericewasn't growing
well dueto cold weather inMay, and
that madeit lessableto metabolize
materials. With better conditions,
some of thismight not have beena
concern.

“Also, the problem has been
compounded by pythium. One
grower in Coahoma County lost
most of hiscrop. Out of 1,400 acres,
1,200 acresisn’'t viable.

“We reindl gageswiththiscrop.
Some rice has just been planted,
while our earliest fields are at
midseason. A littlemidseason nitro-

genwent out last week.”

Cecil Parker, AgriServices,
Ltd., Vidalia, La.: “Onsomeof our
rice that didn’t have an Icon seed
treatment we' re spraying for rice
water weevils. We' vea so made our
midseason fertilizer gpplicationona
little of our earliest rice. No disease
pressure, sofar.”

CharlesDenver, Denver Crop
Consulting, Watson, Ark.: “We're
mostly cleaning up and trying to get
theflood on morefields. Withalot
of our fields, it took quiteawhileto
get them dried out to the point that
we could do preflood nitrogen.
Planes got pretty backed up, but
most of theimmediatework wasfin-
ished before it rained Monday.
We vedlill got somegrassthat needs
attention.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart,Ark.: “Rainfall thisweek
has been scattered, ranging from
none up to acoupleof inches. Parts
of north Arkansas got rain where
they suredon’t need any more. But
placesin south Arkansasalso got 1-
2". Itwasneeded in alot of places
where people are trying to plant
beans behind whesat and had started
running out of moisture.

“Theranisdeaying prefloodfer-
tilizer gpplications. That’sour biggest
challengeright now. We re pushing
thelimitinsomefiddsintermsof how
long we can delay theflood. But on
alot of ricewe renot therequiteyet.
Growerswouldrather bealittleearly
thantoo late, | suppose, and that’s
making somefolksfed pushed.

“WEe' re getting scattered reports
of zinc deficiency, which cool
weather tendsto aggravate. Some
growersaretryingtoflushor flyona
little fertilizer to jump start slow-
growing rice, but themain cureright
now iswarmer weather. Probably

20% of our cropisat flood.

“Based on our DD-50 program,
our varietiesfor 2003 pretty much
bresk down likethis Wdllsisat 49%,
Cocodrie 20%, Bengal at 9% and
Francis at 6-7%. Clearfield 161
comesin at about 4%.”

Brent Lassiter, ProAg Ser-
vices, LLC, Newport,Ark.: “Rain
Monday varied quite abit. We got
about atenth on the south end of the
county and 2" onthenorthend. This
will dow usdown abunchwhereit
rained themost. That areaa so hap-
pens to be where our heaviest
ground is. Thiscould delay things
another week if it doesn’'trainagain.
Altogether, we've probably got
prefloodfertilizer and aflood on 30%
of our rice.

“Wemadean early start onalot
of thisrice, sowe'restill notin bad
shapeintermsof wherewe should
beat thistimeof theyear. Thepeople
fedingthered pressurearetheaerid
applicators. They’ remostly catching
up now, but they had alot of work
backed up dueto the weather con-
ditions”

Reynold Minsky, Minsky
Consulting Service, LakeProvi-
dence, La.: “Ricelookspretty fair.
Wemadegreenring fertilizer appli-
cationson afew fieldsyesterday, but
we're 10-14 days from green ring
onmost of it. With Iconwe haven't
had too many early insect problems.
Our biggest problem right now is
pressurefrom grassand weeds. Her-
bicidesare going out. We' ve prob-
ably got aflood now on about 80%
of ourrice.”



