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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax, sponsored by the
Midsouth and Texas staff of Valent
U.S.A. Corporation, maker of Regi-
ment® and Bolero® rice herbicides.

OVERVIEW

Much of our coverage areahas
received saturating rainsin thelast
week, including parts of Texasand
south Louisianathat had been bone
dry through much of thespring. With
the rain and humidity, disease is
showing up in both the coastal and
Deltaareas. Someleaf blast wasre-
ported inArkansas, and sheath blight
isbeing treated on ascattered basis
inTexasand Louisana. Stinkbugsare
being sprayed in south Louisiana.

Thesereportswere made Mon-
day and Tuesday.

TEXAS/S. LA

Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
Eagle L ake, Texas: “We've been
pounded pretty heavily by rain over
thelast severd days. Hereat thesta-

tionwegot 2" in45-60 minutesyes-
terday (Monday), and it blew out
levees. That was pretty commonin
thearea. Twomilesnorth of herethey
got6" of ran.

“Ricerangesfromlateseedlingto
PD. Most isbetween PD and head-
ing. | wasinafield of Cocodrieto-
day that was nearly 75% headed.
Sheath blight isstarting to comein
on the bottom, and it’sgoing to get
worse if we don’t get dry weather
soon. Somefungicidesaregoing out.

“We've had a few calls about
grasshoppers on heads. It’s not a
widescale problem. The next thing
will be stinkbugs. We don’t have
muchricefar enough dong for them
to beaproblem yet.

“A reminder: our field day hereis
July 1startingat 4 p.m.”

Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “We've got 2 big
problems, stinkbugs and rain, and
onecomplicatestheother one. Stink-
bugsare piling up wherever riceis
headed and need to betreated. But
pilotsare having towork around the
rain. They’ ve delayed applications

insomecases, which givesstinkbugs
moretimetowork over thoseheads.
If they go ahead and treat, there'sa
chanceit will rain right away and
wash off thematerial. Therainaso
couldinhibit pollinationandgrain s&t,
with or without insect pressure.
“We're to the point that we're
advising alot of peopleto spray if
there’s maybe only an hour to 90-
minute window before it rains.
There senough stinkbug activity that
they’ve got to treat and reduce
populations as much as possible,
thentaketheir chanceswiththerain.
“Diseasepressurehasnot picked
up dramatically. Last week, we
madeonefungiciderecommendation
onaverificationfield. We reholding
off trestment onacoupleof fieldsto
get by with onegpplication. Weknow
wecan't afford 2 shots. Thelonger
we canwait, thelonger the applica-
tionwill carry us. If wego past 50%
heading and haven'’t sprayed, then
wewon'ttreat a al. Somefieldsare
past that point, sowewon'’t treat.
“A reminder: the Crowley field
day is June 26, starting at 8 am.”

Continued on next page

gHEHBIBIIE

Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on Regiment,
Bolero and our other products in rice, cotton,
soybeans and peanuts visit our website,
www.valent.com, or call toll-free, 800-6-
VALENT (682-5368). Always follow label
directions.

Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass— evenresistant biotypes. Plus, yougain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, riceflatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds.
Its application window stretches from the 3-leaf stage

inriceuntil greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.
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(To download a schedule, go to
agfax.com/updates/|alcrowley.pdf.)
BlaineK och, AccountingMan-
ager and Grain Merchandiser,
G&H Seed Co., Crowley, La.:
“Riceisheading now, and we keep
getting these showers. Inthe past 2
weekswe' ve gonefromtoo dry to
too wet, and there’smore concern
about disease pressure now. The
crop, overall, looksgood. Wehad a
littlefield tour last Thursday tolook
at someof thehybridsand Clearfield
vaieties andit al looked very prom-
ising. We vegot about 30,000 acres
of Clearfiddriceinsouth Louisana”

MIDSOUTH

Terry Erwin, Morehouse Par-
ish Extension Agent, Bastrop,
La.: “Overal, thericelooksgood.
But we've got afew fields where
growers are forced to treat by
ground dueto sengitive cropsaround
them, and the weather hasdelayed
herbicide applications. We' ve got
somevinesand sesbaniagrowing up
intherice. Wecan till control them,
but rateswill behigher now.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart, Ark.: “We vepicked up
alittlelesf blastinPrairie County and
severa other counties. That'sgot us
alittlenervoussince 70% of our acre-
age is susceptible, and this rainy,
overcast westher meansthat condi-
tionsarerifefor problems. We need
tomaintainfieldsat about a4" flood
and not any lessthan that.

“With low to moderate pressure
over thelast 8-9yearsit’'sheenrea
sonably controllable. If wehavean
epidemic, it'shard to say how effec-
tive we can be in holding it back.
What we' vefound isthat it takes 2
full ratetreatmentsof Quadris, which
isa$50/acre program.

“A couple of things perhaps

makethisadifferent scenario from
1986 with Newbonnet and all the
problemswe had then. First, all we
had was Benlate. Second, these
newer varieties appear to respond
better to this deep-flood strategy.
Thebottom line: we' ve got to ook
for it and be prepared to act.

“Theother thingwe refacing now
isthepotentid for herbicidedrift with
all thelate soybeans. It'sbeenreal
wet, and people haven’t been able
to spray. By theend of next week a
big part of our rice will be at
midseason. At that point, glyphosate
driftisn’t just anuisance. It can cut
yields pretty badly. We' d better be
careful.”

Scott Holder, Helena Chemi-
cal Co., Cleveland, Miss.: “Rain-
fal inthelast week ranged from2.5”
at Shaw up to 6” at Shelby where
they’ vedready gotten about 20" this
spring. You hateto gripeabout rain
thistimeof theyear becauseyou sure
know what it'sliketo betoo dry, and
| think we can get in and clean up
thingspretty good. But we could use
7-8 daysof dry, sunny weather.

“Ricelooksgrest. We have some
at or just past midseason, but our
later planted fields do need dry
weather to wrap up preflood herbi-
cideand nitrogen work.

“It' swet, cloudy and humid. To-
day (Tuesday) isabout the most hu-
mid day we' ve had. We' regoing to
have to watch closely for disease.
Conditionsarejust about ideal for
it”

Chuck Farr, Mid-South Ag
Consultants, Crawfordsville,
Ark.: “Mostriceisflooded and has
preflood N applied. We had just
started to apply midseason N to our
early fieldswhenit started raining
again. Smartweed hasbeen very dif-
ficult thisyear, andwe' Il havetore-
think our productsfor controlling it.

Ricelooksvery good, but every crop
we haveneedssunshine.”

David Srohl, Aerial Applica-
tor/Grower, Skarda Flying Ser-
vice, Inc., Tollville, Ark.: “Rice,
overall, looks good. Joints are sit-
ting at .5” in some of our earliest
fields. We could use more sunshine
and warm temperatures, though.

“Wejustgot 2" to2.5" of rainin
theTollvillearea. Itrained earlierin
theweek but nothing likethis. A lot
of midseason applicationshavebeen
going out since the middle of last
week, and about 75% of our riceis
ready for midseason now.

“We saw what may be the start
of some sheath blight, and | just
found what appears to be a small
amount of leaf blast (Tuesday after-
noon). Conditions have certainly
beenided for disease, and we vegot
rainintheforecast through Seturday.”

John Hedden, Consultant,
L awhon Farm Service, McCrory,
Ark.: “Our earliest riceisjugt hitting
green ring. We're in pretty good
shape. Welost maybe 100 acresto
backwater that won'’t be replanted.
We made our 2nd shot of Newpath
onmost of the Clearfieldrice.

“WEe rein pretty good shapewith
herbicides. A lot of Regiment and
Ricestar went out to clean up es-
capes, and we're starting to do
Grandstand and 2,4D. We're at
midseason on about half our crop.

“We need warmer temperatures
and sunny skies. Wemade an early
start on somerice, but with the cool
wesather we' retill hitting greenring
about when we usually do. I’ m not
as concerned about the cool
weather, though, as | might have
been a couple of years ago. Last
May and Junewere cooler and wet-
ter than normal, but 3-4 of my grow-
ersgtill hadrecordyields. So, it could
turn out okay.”



