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Here is this week’s issue of
RiceFax, sponsored by Valent
U.S.A. Corporation, maker of BO-
LEROand REGIMENT herbicides.
We welcome your comments and
Suggestions.

Owen Taylor, Editor

OVERVIEW

Partsof Texasstill needrain, as
doesalargeportion of theMidsouth.

Of notethisweek: generous but
limited contract offersfrom at |east
onemiller and anexporter will likely
increasethefina planted acreagein
the Midsouth.

Thesereportswere made Mon-
day afternoon and Tuesday.

TEXAS/SOUTH LA.

DeWayne Dopslauf, Agri-
liance, Wharton, Texas: “We're
just starting to spray. Some
signalgrass slipped through, but
we' remainly spraying broadleaves.
WEe've got alittle Bolero or Stam
going out. We' re not close enough

to theflood and need something to
hold thingsback alittlewhilelonger.
“Riceisspikingtotillaring, de-
pending onwhereyou are, and some
of that is in the same field. We
haven’t had significant rainin about
2 months. Everything went fromtoo
wet to too dry, and there’'s been
someflushing. Dry wesather isn't hurt-
ing the rice yet, but rowcrops are
beginningtofed theeffect.”
Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “We've already
sprayed afiddinAllen Parishtwice
for ricewater weevils We redill find-
ing afew adults and are watching
them. ThetreatmentsgavegoodKkills,
but it’'san areawith heavy pressure.
“1 got my first call about acon-
ventiond field sorayed with Newpath
wherethedriver got confused. This
kind of thing isn’t unexpected.
“Everythingeseispretty routine,
except that we' regoingto havealate
crop. But theweether inthelast week
hasreally moved thingsaong. One
field had emergenceonApril 22 and
wasamost at 2 leaves7 dayslater.”

Garry N. McCauley, Texas
Agricultural Experiment Sation,
EagleL ake, Texas: “We'reat the
mid-seedling stage on alot of the
crop and about 90% planted. Late
planted fieldsare coming along, but
early ricelooksterrible. Standsand
seedlingsareweak dueto cold, wet
conditions. Lessthan 50% of those
standsarewhat we' d liketo have.

“We've gtill had to flush those
early standswhererain totalswere
low. Somefieldsareontheir fourth
flushing, soit’salready looking like
an expensive crop onthefront end.

“Someof thesefieldscould ben-
efit from another 20-25 pounds of
N to make up for weak stands and
improvetillaring. Growersmay even
consder goplyingsomeN alittleear-
lier, rather than waiting for the
preflood application. In other words,
give it a boost now and make up
someof thedifferenceright away.”

MIDSOUTH

Rudy Randleman, Rudy’s
Field Service, Paragould, Ark.:

Continued on next page

Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, Regiment®istheonly rice
herbicide that offers consistent control of barnyardgrass
-- even resistant biotypes. Plus, you gain bonus control
of hemp sesbania, indigo, rice flatsedge, johnsongrass
and many aquatic and broadleaf weeds. Its application
window stretchesfrom the 3-leaf stageinriceuntil green

ring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.

Regiment®

Regiment and Bolero are registered
trademarks of Kumiai Chemical Company
Industry, Ltd. For information on
Regiment, Bolero and our other products in
rice, cotton, soybeans and peanuts visit our
website, www.valent.com, or call toll-free,
800-6-VALENT (800-682-5368). Always
follow label directions.

VALENT
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“We' re 90-95% planted. A big por-
tionof itfinally got rainlast Thurs-
day, and about 50% has emerged.
Therainaveraged 1.5"to2". | was
glad for the rain to get herbicides
activated. Also, | washopingtherain
would slow some people down so
we wouldn’t have the whole crop
planted at once.”

Wayne Dulaney, Dulaney
Seed Co., Clarksdale, Miss.: “A
lot of rice has been planted, and |
started checking fieldstoday thet are
uptoanicestand. Most peopledid
agood jobwith burndown, athough
some Command didn’t go out ahead
of planting dueto windy conditions.

“Wewere expecting riceacreage
to beoff 15-20%, but it lookslikeit
may end up evenwith 2002. Uncle
Ben offered apretty lucrative con-
tract for adollar over and someear-
lier deliveries. Thereweren't alot of
those contracts, but they did spur the
market and prompt more planting.

“lcon treatments are up quitea
bit. Some customers talked about
dropping Releaseto put the money
into Icon, but that’s been limited.
Generdly, peopleput avaueon get-
ting the crop up faster, so they kept
Releaseintheprogram.”

Chuck Wilson, Arkansas Ex-
tension Rice Agronomist,
Suttgart, Ark.: “The crop isin
pretty good shape, and we're 65-
70% planted, based on what I’'m
seeing and feedback from peoplein
thefield. So, we're pretty far ahead
of normal. Quiteabit iscoming up,
too. There were problems with
emergencein somericeplantedin

late March and early April, maybe
whereit wasplanted alittletoo deep
and had to contend with too much
cool wesather.

“Dedersaretdlingmemorelcon
isbeingused. Somegrowersweren't
happy with stands|ast year dueto
lespedezaworms, and they’ regoing
with the seed trestment this season.”

Allen McKnight, Delta Ag
Consulting, Greenville, Miss.:
“We' re 80-90% finished with plant-
ing. Except around Rolling Fork and
Leland wedidn’'t get muchrain out
of thislast system, and we' reflush-
ing just about everythingto activate
chemica sand gain emergence.

“Thishasbeen an extremely fast
start. We went from almost zero
acreageplanted to nearly finishedin
alot of areasinjust 10days. | don’t
know that we veever planted sofast
during thispart of theyear. There's
going to bealot of rice compacted
intoarddively short time, which puts
some pressure on people checking
fields, prayingfiddsand everything
related to harvest.

“We thought acreage would be
down at least 10%, but Uncle Ben
and at | east one exporter got people
interested with some pretty good
contracts. A lot of farmersand their
bankerschanged their mindsandin-
creased therice acreage.

“With dry conditions and less-
than-idedl chemicd activation, we're
havingtotreat quiteafew fieldsthat
have small grass now with Stam or
Stam combinations.”

Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
sion Rice Specialist, Soneville,

Miss.: “Westill didn’t get enough
rainin someplaces, and growersare
flushing wherethericeiscoming up
unevenly or therewasn'tenoughran
to activate herbicides. Sometreat-
mentsfor grassarebeing made.”

Curt Johnson, CRC Ag Con-
aulting, LLC, LakeVillage Ark.:
“A littleof our riceisup. Whereit
was planted 3 weeks ago and went
through all thewet, cold weather it's
had ahardtimeandisbarely up. Rice
planted in the last week or so has
benefited fromwarmer soil and re-
cent rain, and it’s just coming up.
Herbicide activation looks pretty
good ontheearly fields. On someof
thesandier groundwe' |l havetotresat
sgnagrass, butit'snored problem.”

Keth Collins, Richland Parish
Extension Agent, Rayville, La.:
“We reabout 30% finished withrice
planting, and thingsare going wide
open. We' vestill got alot of acre-
ageinlowlands, andit’staking longer
for thosefieldsto dry out. Despite
that, wedtill could usearain. Wegot
5" in places Thursday, but some
flushingisdtill underway.”

Hugh Whitby, Rice Consult-
ant, Agriliance, Blackfish, Ark.:
“We'redtill planting. Therain last
week helped alot, but the ground
has already dried out again and is
crugting over. Someof theCommand
didn’t get enough moisturefor thor-
ough activation and we' vegot grass
coming throughinthosefields. After
thisnext front comesthroughwe'll
treat thesmall grassthat’sout there.”



