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Hereisthisseason'sfirstissue of
RiceFax, sponsored by the
Midsouth and Texas associates of
Valent U.S.A., maker of Regiment
and Boleroriceherbicides.

Wewe comeyour commentsand
suggestions.

OwenTaylor, Editor

owen@agfax.com 888-327-6329

OVERVIEW

TheTexasand coastal Louisiana
crop hasgotten off to alate start due
towet, cold conditions.

Much of the Midsouth right now
needsarainto bring up plantedrice.
Lack of rainaso hasworked against
preemergence herbicide activity.

A good dedl of flushingisunder-
way, based on reportsfrom several
areasintheregion. Thefollowing
reportswere made Tuesday.

TEXAS/S. LA
Dan Bradshaw, Crop Aid Agri

Consultants, EI Campo, Texas:
“WEe vegotten off toadow start due
tocold conditions. It just has’t been
thekind of weether for growingrice.
Ricerangesfromearly fieldsthat are
10daysaway fromfloodingto some
wherewe redtill flushingto makea
stand.

“Wherewe have Command we
haven’t needed to comeback witha
followup herbicide application. In
fidldswithamore conventiond pro-
gramwe ve madethefirst applica
tion, and we' re about to make our
second application on some of the
Newpath rice. In the next 10 days
we' |l bedoing alot of cleanup work
to get ready to goto theflood.

“Noinsect trestments have been
required. We' ve been seeing some
chinch bugsand afew yellow sugar-
cane aphidsintherice. Theaphids
aremoreacuriosity onthericethan
aproblem. Noarmywormshavede-
velopedyet.”

Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana
Extension Rice Specialist,
Crowley, La.: “If wecan caichthree
daysinarow without rainthat quali-

fiesnow asadry spdll insouth Loui-
siana. The weather has sure been
holding usback, though we' re get-
ting somerice planted now. We're
off to alate start. Even on some
warmer days we've had a cloud
cover, sothat’sdelayed growth.
“Overdl, we re80-90% planted
inthe south part of the state or will
beto that point by late thisweek.
“We refinding water weevilsev-
erywhere, and we' ve been spraying
onafairly widebasssncelast week.
Very little |con-treated seed seems
to havegoneout. WE rejust getting
cranked up on weed control, and
we' restarting to spray quiteabit.”
David Mitchell, M&M Air
Service, Beaumont, Texas. “The
amount of ricewe havethisyearis
goingtobeagood ded short of what
we expected. Wet conditionsreally
held peopleback. Probably 30-35%
hasbeen planted. Very littlegrain sor-
ghum and milo got planted. It'sbeen
aconstant cycleof rainfollowed by
justavery smdl window when grow-
erscould plant. We reestimating that
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Tough Weeds Demand A Tough Solution
Applied pre- or post-flood, REGIMENT® isthe only
rice herbicide that offers consistent control of
barnyardgrass -- even resistant biotypes. Plus, you gain
bonus control of hemp sesbania, indigo, rice flatsedge,
johnsongrass and many aguatic and broadleaf weeds. Its
application window stretchesfrom the 3-leaf stageinrice

until greenring.

Got tough weeds? Not anymore.

Regiment®

Regiment and Bolero are trademarks of
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on Regiment, Bolero and our other products
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free, 800-6VALENT. Always follow label

directions.
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in our own business there will be
4,000t0 5,000 fewer acrestowork
thisseason.”

MIDSOUTH

Michael Browning, Tri-
County Farmers Association,
Brinkley, Ark.: “We're running
pretty hard trying to keep up. It's
been dry, andwedidn’t receivemore
than atenth of aninch of rain when
thelast front moved through over the
weekend. We' ve got a chance for
rain later thisweek, and 1.5" to 2"
wouldn’t hurt abit.

“A lot of folks have already
started flushing, and we' || seemore
thisweek and next week if wemiss
therainagain. It'sbeen four weeks
sncewe vehad significant rainfall.

“Overall, we're about 85%
planted, and probably 50% of that
isup. We' re getting pretty closeto
spraying some Super Wham and
Facet. Withtheearlier plantedrice,
fewer acresweretreated with Com-
mand simply because peoplewere
concerned about moisture. Inthelast
10 days most of the rice has had
Command. But thosefid dswill need
to beflushed if we don’t get good
rainfall. We've still got adequate

moisturefor planting, but barely. If
wego muchlonger without ranwell
be flushing to bring up these later
fidds”

Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
sion Rice Specialist, Soneville,
Miss.: “Peoplearegoing hard and
heavy inthefield now. Everyonewas
counting onarainover thelast week-
end, but what rainfell wasmainly in
thenorth Delta. Growersweretell-
ing melast week that they would start
flushingif they missedthat rain.

“The early rice planted in late
Marchand early April isup. Most of
itisup to apretty good stand, too.
Cocodriewill againbeour mainva-
riety. Wells may increase a little.
There'salimited amount of Francis.
| expect we'll seesomeincreasein
Cleafiddvarieties”

Rusty Elston, Elston Crop
Management, Cheneyville, La.:
“Most of what we' veplantedisup,
but we' rereally on thefront edge of
planting. Maybe 20-25% has been
planted, so far, but that number is
goingto changeinahurry. At least
90% of my riceiswater planted, and
we vebeenwaiting for theducksand
cootstoleave. We caught awindow
inthelast 5-10 daysto plant some
of our drilled fields, but none of that

isup. We haven't done any herbi-
cideor fertilizer work yet.”

Dan Roach, Ind. Consultant,
Cleveland, Miss.: “We' ve prob-
ably planted 50-60% of our acre-
age. Afew herbicidegpplicationsare
beginningto go out ontheearly rice.
We need arain. Maybe 5% is up.
As far as planting progress goes,
we rea about anorma point, maybe
evenalittleahead.”

Ross Wood, Manager and
Certified Crop Advisor, Almyra
Farmers Almyra,Ark.: “We reat
about 90% planted, with 50-60% up.
Command went out on most of it,
andit’'sbeentoodry forittodomuch
of anything. We' re having to come
back and spray it now.

“Overdl, thericeismostly just
breaking through and getting onetrue
leaf. Just about everything had an
| con seed trestment, sowe reditting
pretty good on the question of early
pest pressure.”



