Please route to the parties listed above. Thanks, very much! April 6, 1999

[ |
RiICeFaX vidsouthrexas Edition

. ) insurance program probably willmixed. Some growers are through
Introduction: trim a slight amount of acreage ofaind others are just starting. With
Here is your first copy of projected plantings, especially irthe rain, nothing much has been
RiceFax, our weekly newslettethe Midsouth. Several of our conplanted in the last 10 days, and it's
covering crop conditions in thetacts have seen farmers pull badlaining again today (Monday). But
rice production regions of the Mid-slightly on rice acreage after prowith the dry winter, everyone got
south and Texas. We will gathegram changes were announced. plenty of field work done. We had
reports on Monday and Tuesdagome cases, growers who had frost in mid-March, and some
each week and distribute RiceFarever produced rice and thoughtice was up. It burned the leaf tips,
each Tuesday night. If you havehey would shift acreage out obut plants are okay now. Quite a
guestions or suggestions, pleasmtton or other crops have reconbit of Cypress is being planted, and

call or drop me a line. sidered the move. there's still some Jefferson, but it's
Owen Taylor, Editor One Arkansas seed dealer rerot as hot as it looked like it might
888-327-6329 ported that in a few cases growerse last year. We're seeing more
Lksouth@ibm.net had planned to break rotation an@Gulfmont and Lemont than we've

. ) go with rice another year on soméad in recent years. People are
Overview: fields. "One guy told me todaycounting on Quadris for sheath

Rain continues to delay field-(Tuesday) that he was switchingplight. Jefferson is down because
work and planting through muchhis order to beans," the dealer sayaie lost the parboil market when
of the Midsouth. Heavy rains over ) Uncle Ben's pulled out of Hous-
the weekend piled on top of fieldsTean/La' Gulf: ton.”
that already were wet in many ar- Dan Bradshaw, Crop Aid Arlen Klosterboer, Texas Ex-
eas, and more rain is in the foreAgri Consultants, EI Campo, tensionrice agronomist:"Maybe
cast late this week. Nobody exTexas: "We're probably 40-50% 30-40% of the state's acreage is
pects field work to restart beforeplanted in this area, and some ricelanted. Rain in the last 7-10 days
next Monday or Tuesday, providedvas planted by the end of Februput everything on hold. Stands
more rain doesn't develop. Thary. The rice that's up looks realook good to this point. I'm not
Texas/Louisiana Gulf crop is 10-good. We've got better stands thamearing about major problems, and
40% planted, depending on that the start of last year's crop whewe haven't had really cold weather
area. it was so dry and stands were

The downward shift in the cropspotty and eratic. Progress i§ontinued on next page

Flexibility—Key to Effective Weed Control BOI_ERO® 8 EC

You never know what the year will bring, but it'll surely includice Herbicide
sprangletop, barnyardgrass and aquatic weeds. Bolero® 8 EC hgj&irax is sponsored by Valent
cide controls all three, while keeping your options open. You can ap{$i as a service to rice producers
BOLERO delayed preemergence, in early postemergence tank ndixgghe rice industry.

. . L . . : http://www.valent.com
or in split applications with propanil. And if dry weather makes ygy .~ is a registered trademark of Kumiai

flush your field, or you get a heavy soaking rain, BOLERO is easief@mical Industry Co., Ltd. for thiobencarb
. L. herbicide © 1999 Valent U.S.A. Corp.
rice than other herbicides. -- SPONSORED MESSAGE
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in the last 2 weeks. Based on whathe real early rice has a flood omlon't have any more rain, the ear-
dealers and consultants are tellingg and looks pretty good. We'llliest anyone will be in the field will
us, we'll see about half the acreprobably go about 80% Cypresgrobably be this weekend or Mon-
age in Cypress, 25% in Jeffersorgnd a little Maybelle, Jeffersonday. Unfortunately, more rainisin
20% in Gulfmont and Lemont, andCocodrie and Bengal. Bengal mayhe forecast for Thursday and Fri-
the rest a mix. We're maybe sede a little on the increase, dependtay. We're ahead of schedule on
ing slight increases in Gulfmonting on pricing for medium grainrain. | just wish we could save
and Lemont." rice." some of it for July and August. We
David Mitchell, M&M Air Midsouth: expect 40-45% of the acreage
Service, Beaumont, Texas: . around here to be in LaGrue, with
"We're about 20% planted and Garrick Martin, field repre-  another 20-25% in Drew and Cy-
about 10% emerged. Some riceentative, Lawhon Farm Ser- press. People around here believe
around here was planted on Marchices, McCrory, Ark.: "A few in fungicides and manage their
5, and we're starting to spray somguys have planted limited acreagerater well, so blast hasn't been a
this week. The earliest stands look maybe 50-60 acres in one cassoncern. LaGrue has been yield-
thin and are slow, but we're pickand 250-300 in another. | doubt ifng 20 bu/acre more in many cases.
ing up warmer nights, and that willwe're 5% planted in this area. It'$m seeing some people shifting
help. Some of the fields planted imaining right now (Monday) on top 100% of their crop to LaGrue this
the last 7-10 days actually lookof all the rain we had in the lastyear after trying everything else."”
better. We're seeing a little mordew days. If we don't get any more Grady Coburn, Pest Manage-
of the medium varieties, mostlyrain, we might see some plantingnent Enterprises, Cheneyville,
Bengal, plus Lemont and7 days from now on the lighterLa. "A little rice has been planted
Gulfmont beginning to come backsoils. Most of my guys bookedin south Evangeline Parish but
a little. Jefferson and Cypress arBengal, Drew and Cypress. Bennothing in my immediate area.
being planted, but not as vigorgal may be up slightly over lastThis area got 1.5" to 3.5" of rain
ously. Cypress blighted 2 yeargear. Some growers are looking &aturday night and early Sunday.
ago, and that's been a concerocodrie, and Kaybonnet will beEverything's super saturated and
We're seeing seeding rates oplanted on some acreage where vahut down. Some growers may
Jefferson and Cypress increasget into late planting.” have ground ready for flooding up
from 85-120 Ib/acre last yearto a Dan Roach, consultant, and water seeding, but with the
120-170 Ib/acre average this yea€leveland, Miss.:"I don't know harvest season last year things
People are trying to compensatef any rice planted in Bolivar Co.were rutted up pretty badly. Maybe
for potential blight.” Some has been planted aroun2b-30% would be ready right now
Wayne Hensgens, manager, Hollandale in Washington Co. andor water seeding."
G&H Seed Co., Inc., Crowley, in Sunflower Co. If it doesn't rain  Amy Beth Dowdy, ABD Crop
La.: "We're about 50% plantedanymore and the sun pops out arfdonsulting, Dexter, Mo.: "Even
now and we're putting nitrogen orthe wind blows, we might see ricghe people who always make it a
now and starting to spray som@lanted on April 12 at the earliestpoint to plant some rice early still
fields with  Bolero-Stam I don't think we'll see a lot of ex-haven't been able to plant. Around
tankmixes. Some rice is at the 3perimentation with varieties.Dexter, we received 3-4" of rain
leaf stage now. We had rice plantedemont will be the principal vari- over the weekend, and areas south
about March 1 and maybe eveety with a good percentage obf here had about 2". We may see
some in the last week of FebruPriscilla." some planting between April 15-
ary. The rice that's up looks pretty Mark Maier, field represen- 20 if we miss rains late this week,
good. The bulk of planting hastative, Stratton Seed Co., but most will start after April 20.
been in the last 2 weeks, and wari@tuttgart, Ark.: "Nothing has Cypress and Drew will be our
weather in the last 4-5 days habkeen planted, and we had anothenain varieties with some Jefferson
helped get the rice moving finally.2" of rain Monday night. If we and Lemont next."
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