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. . m Texas and Louisiana coastaDn one yield verification field,
Introduction: areas are dry and getting drier. Owe're having trouble this week
Here is your third issue ofcontacts this week are comparingetting water on everywhere to do
RiceFax, our weekly newsletterconditions to the start of last year'some weed work. We also had
covering crop conditions in thedisastrous season. Planting igecord lows in some areas Satur-
rice production regions of the Mid-nearly complete in most areas. lday night and relatively low hu-
south and Texas. We gather reporsome places, surface water coulahidity levels. It feels good to
on Monday and Tuesday eachegin to run short without good,people, but this weather hasn't
week and distribute RiceFax eacheneral rains. Planting continuebeen worth a darn for rice."
Tuesday evening. RiceFax is sporand is nearly complete through the Derrol Grymes, Coastal Ag
sored by Valent USA as a serviceoastal area. Research, East Bernard, Texas:
to Midsouth and Texas grower . "Most of the rice is in the ground,
and rice workers. If you have quejean/La' Gulf: and the rice coming up now looks
tions or suggestions, please call or Johnny Saichuk, Louisiana good. We need a rain before long.
drop me a line. Extension rice specialist, It's starting to dry up really fast.
Owen Taylor, Editor Crowley, La.: "We're now getting We had a north wind for three days
888-327-6329 Lksouth@ibm.neinto the slow part in south Louisi-and now southwest winds, and it
overview: ana, getting the last 15% planted;eems like it's bee_n bIOV\_/ing about
. Central and northern Louisiana aré0 mph all the time since last
m Planting is getting underwayjust starting to kick into planting. Wednesday. Farmers in the area
in the Midsouth on a wider basisThe crop looks great up to thigeported some patchy frost Satur-
Rain last week through much opoint. But the critical issue rightday morning."
the region brought progress to aow in this part of the state is the Arlen Klosterboer, Texas Ex-
halt. Some areas, especially alonigck of rain. We're in the midst oftension rice specialist'Planting
the Mississippi River, received 2-what could be a spring droughtis progressing, but the weather is
3" of rain as the front passedhe weather pattern is very simia concern. The whole (Texas) rice
through. Cool temperatures latdar to this time last year. We missedbelt is essentially dry. It's looking
last week delayed germination anthe rain with the last cold front.like last year. Beaumont has only
emergence where rice had alreadguys with surface water are runhad a half-inch of rain since April
been seeded. Patchy frost was raing out, and those with wells are
ported as far south as Interstate 26oing to be spending some monefzontinued on next page

Flexibility—Key to Effective Weed Control OLERO 8 EC

You never know what the year will bring, but it'll surely includ e Herbicide
sprangletop, barnyardgrass and aquatic weeds. Bolero® 8 EC hgj&irax is sponsored by Valent
cide controls all three, while keeping your options open. You can ap{$i as a service to rice producers
BOLERO delayed preemergence, in early postemergence tank ndixgghe rice industry.

. . L . . : http://www.valent.com
or in split applications with propanil. And if dry weather makes ygy .~ is a registered trademark of Kumiai

flush your field, or you get a heavy soaking rain, BOLERO is easief@mical Industry Co., Ltd. for thiobencarb
. L. herbicide © 1999 Valent U.S.A. Corp.
rice than other herbicides. -- SPONSORED MESSAGE
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1. That's very unusual, no twave're planting is Lemont with planting a little rice now. Maybe
ways about it. There's enough waPriscilla following that." 5% has been planted We haven't
ter east of Houston. The watershed Allen McKnight, Delta Ag flushed any rice yet. Some acre-
there has had plenty of rain, an€onsulting, Greenville, Miss.: age had arain on it. We need a rain
reservoirs are full. But rainfall just"Probably less than 5% has beeon the western and southern parts
seems to cut out when you get intplanted, so far. Most people weref the parish (East Carroll) right
the rice belt. The lack of rainfalljust getting ready when the rain hinow."
isn't holding up planting, but therdast Wednesday, and we got one to Joe Street, Mississippi Exten-
certainly is a concern abouthree inches. Things have beesion Rice Specialist, Stoneville,
whether we're in for a repeat ofirying up fast, and we're seeingJiss. "We're about 25% planted
1998. We also had a cold spell latpeople back in the fields. If wenow in Mississippi. We've gotten
last week and into the weekendniss the rain this week, half oback in the field in the last couple
plus we've got dry winds. We'remore of the crop will be plantedof days, especially in the northern
seeing slight leaf burn, and it's setaere this week. People who werpart of the state, and people are
ting back growth a little. Theall ready last week don't want tayearing up everywhere else. Most
weather has warmed up now, buget caught again, so they'll be gosf what's being planted is Lemont,
a good, general rain would cering full force. One grower finishedand Priscilla will replace some
tainly make everyone feel better.'about 600 acres. He hustled up aridemont and some Cypress."

. ) planted with a truck." Cary Cheek, Southern Soil
Midsouth: Shane Holzhauer, Field Rep- Management Corp., Gilbert,

Leslie McFadden, Consult- resentative, Stratton Seed Co., La.: "We really haven't gotten go-
ant, Beedeville, Ark.:"In our area Stuttgart, Ark. "I wouldn't even ing yet. With the cool weather last
as of today (Monday), we prob-say we're 25% planted in this imweek, everybody held off. Rain
ably had 8-9% planted, and maybmediate area. Nothing is up yethas held up field preparation, and
20% of the rice | work has beereed is really just starting to gerpeople are working it now. We
planted. We're about a week bemninate. The rain has held us baclshould start seeing some rice go-
hind normal on planting. If it We will get a lot done this week,ing in the ground early next week."
doesn't rain between now and Fribut there's a chance of rain late in Curt Johnson, Rice Technical
day, everyone will get caught ughe week. Last year this time, weervices Consultant, Farmland
in a hurry. Most of the ground hasvere about done."” Tech Services, Dermott, Ark.:
already been worked and Jay Coker, consultant and "Between 15-20% has been
smoothed off, and some P and Karmer, DeWitt, Ark.. "On the planted in what | work between
has been put out. It's just a mattgrrairie between Stuttgart andPine Bluff and Eudora, but it var-
of fluffing up the ground a little DeWitt, maybe 50-60% will be ies quite a bit. In the southern part
now. We've got Jefferson, LaGrueplanted by the end of today (Tuesef Chicot County where we got 2"
Drew, Kaybonnet and Bengal alday). Less than 5% of the crop hagf rain last week, we're just get-
ready in the ground, and somemerged. We could really use &ng started. Farther north, the rain
brewers' rice is coming." rain or flush over the next 7-10tapered off to less than an inch. At

John Raymond Bassie, daysto promote some emergenc€ummins Prison, it looks like
Bassie's Agri-Service, Cleve- Temperatures below 40 degreeabout half the 1,900 acres has been
land, Miss.: "We've got 5% last week really set things backplanted already. We've had some
planted overall, though someéNe had good moisture but no reheavy winds, and it's really crusted
people as of today (Monday) probally good germination and almosthe ground. Some acreage is go-
ably had 75% planted. Very littleno emergence. Temperatures haveg to need to be flushed to gain
is up. It's been wet, and that's heldbarmed, but soils have dried quitemergence. A lot of field work is
things back. There still were placea bit and we've got crusting."  going on, and in just a few early
today that couldn't be worked be- Reynold Minsky, Minsky fields growers already have pulled
cause of rains last Tuesday an@onsulting Services, Lake levees."
Wednesday. About 75% of whaProvidence, La.: "We're just



