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OVERVIEW

Much of thecropisin pretty good
shape as we head toward the sec-
ondweek of August. Rain hasfdlen
widely inthelast week. Fungicides
aregoingout. No large-scaleinsect
outbreaksare being reported.

Peopl e are beginning to wonder
whereall the peanutswill goif this
crop—withitsincreasein acreage
over 2004 — continues to show
promisingyield potentid.

CROP REPORTS

Jim Crawford, Extension
Agent, Jefferson County, Louis-
ville, Ga.: “We've been getting
timdly rains. Just about every timewe

were ready to cry ‘uncle,” we got
another shower. Our O2Cfieldsare
making tremendousplantsthisyear.
I’ve seen severd fieldswith 2-foot-
tal plants. Wearefinding somewhite
mold, even in some of the new
ground. Wethought we could get by
without any soil fungicideson the
new land, but the intense heat and
plenty of moisture have been perfect
for whitemold development.”

Bae Lamastus, Lamastus Ag
Service, Jay, Fla.: “Peanuts, over-
al, look wonderful. TSWV hasbeen
picking up, and we' re seeing some
whitemold. We vestarted our white
mold treatments. Insectshave been
fairly light, dthough moth activity has
picked up quiteabit in both peanuts
and cotton. We vegot light popula-
tionsof fal and southernarmyworms.
Based on how thingslook right now,
we' |l seedigging start around Sep-
tember 10.”

John Beasley, Geor gia Exten-

sion Agronomist, Tifton, Ga.:
“Peanutsl ook pretty good. Wecame
out of ahot, dry spell and now have
normal to even below normal tem-
peraturesin places, and in the last
week we' verecaived frequent show-
ers.Alot of peoplehavegottenrain.

There'sstill concern about white
mold. Conditions are favorable.
WEe readso seeing alot of three-cor-
nered alfalfahoppers, but it'shard
to get ahandle on damage. Aseach
week passes we're seeing more
symptomsof tomato spotted wilt vi-
rus. Overal, though, thecropisin
decent shape.

“We're probably 3 weeks from
the absolute earliest harvest work,
and it’sprobably morethan that be-
cause peanutswere so late coming
up. It will be Labor Day weekend
beforeweseesignificant digging.”

Rusty Harris, Worth County
Extension Agent, Sylvester, Ga.:
“Peanutslook good. A few fieldsare

Continued on next page...

ADTIG

- mE O . . -
PEANUT FUNGICIDE

Get it Down and Get it Done, with
Artisan® Peanut Fungicide from Nichino America.

Side-by-side university trials tell the story.
Artisan delivers consistently higher yields than the competition.

Only Artisan has Intelli-Tech™ Technology for superior foliar
and soil-borne disease control in wet or dry weather.

And for great results at under $15.00 per acre, try the labeled tank mix
of 13 oz Artisan + one pint chlorothalonil.

www.nichino.net

PeanutFax: Southeast is published by Looking South Communications, 142 Westlake Drive, Brandon, Miss. 39047.
Phone: 601-992-9488, Fax: 601-992-3503. E-mail: owen@agfax.com. Editor: Owen Taylor. It istransmitted viafax or e-mail each week during
the peanut production season. PeanutFax is free to growers, consultants, Extension workers, dealers and other qualifying industry professionals.

©MMIV Looking South Communications



showing TSWV symptoms, butit's
not nearly asbad as| thought it would
be. We checked a lot of fields 2
weeks ago because growers were
concerned about the TSWV they
wereseeing. But it doesn’'t seemto
be showing up much morethanitwas
then. White mold is picking up in
somefields, and fungicidesarego-
ing out for soil-bornediseases.”

David L. Wright, Florida Ex-
tenson Agronomist, Quincy, Fla.:
“Peanuts|ook good. Growershave
been ableto stay ontop of weedsin
most areas. There’'s some beggar-
weed around, and I’m seeing afew
coffeeweeds and some other late-
season weeds poking through. Pea-
nutshave pretty much canopied. I’'m
not seeing much disease. Some
growers are saying thisis asgood
looking acrop of peanutsasthey’ve
ever had.”

Jay Chapin, Extension Special-
ist-Peanuts, Blackville, S.C.: “We
got somevery timely rain out of that
front last week, and we' vereceived
showerssincethen. It all cameat a
critical time, and for the most part
we'rein good shape. Growers are
fighting somevery stubborn pigweed
that’scoming through thecanopy, and
they’re trying to stay on schedule
with fungicides. We do have some
cornearwormsin peanutsand alittle
bit of leafhopper burn. Sporadic
treatmentsare being made. Mainly,
growersare putting somethinginwith

fungicides, where necessary.”

David Jordan, North Carolina
Extension Peanut Specialist:
“Rainfdl last week and over thispast
weekend hasimproved the peanut
crop considerably. However, some
areasreceived lessthananinch over
the weekend, and some of these
sameareasreceivedlessthananinch
during themonth of July. All inall,
though, the crop looks good right
now. Folksare spraying routinely for
disease, and thiswill bethekey man-
agement issuefromnow until harvest.
Estimated acreagein North Carolina
1592,000 acres.”

Rick L. Brandenburg, Exten-
sion Entomologist, NCSU: “The
most frequent question I’ vereceived
in the past week has been about
rootworm control. Our Peanut Pro-
duction Guide statesthat applying
rootworm insecticidesafter August
5 may not be effective. However,
many growersfound themsalvesina
Stuationthisyear wherethefiddwas
dry until about 2 weeks ago. So,
there was no concern over root-
worms, and no application was
made. Suddenly, conditions seem
morefavorable, and the question of
treatmentismuch moredifficult this
timeof year.

“Thereareno absolutesin nature,
but | think the benefitsof an applica
tion will be reduced for any treat-
mentsmadefromthispoint on. How-
eve, if your fiddisinthehigher range

of the rootworm index, it might be
wisetotreat. Remember thet if it turns
dry again, alate-season rootworm
trestment can flarepider mites. Vari-
ous caterpillars are showing up in
many fields. Keep the 4-worm per
row foot threshold in mind when
checkingfidds”

AmesHerbert, Virginia Exten-
sion Entomologist (sripmc.org/
virginia): “Sofar, 2005 hasbeena
low-pressureyear intermsof insect
pestsin peanuts, with theexception
of large, early-season thripspopul a-
tion. Based on surveysof field corn,
corn earworm popul ations seem to
bevery smdl thisyear. Asof July 29,
5 corn fieldsin each of two peanut
countieshavebeen surveyedfor ear-
worms. Southampton reported only
24% infested ears compared with
41%in 2004. Only 17% of theears
wereinfested in Suffolk, compared
with 85% in 2004. We have found
low levelsinsaverd nearby non-pea
nut counties, aswell. This should
mean overall low corn earworm
pressurein the peanut crop.

“This year, the biggest mistake
growers could make regarding
wormsin peanutsistotreet fiddswith
popul ationsbel ow threshold. Spray-
ing just because afew worms are
noticed wastesmoney and increases
therisk of flaring something like spi-
der mites, whicharemoreexpensive
tocontrol.”



