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OVERVIEW

Tomato spotted wiltisshowing up
on awider basisnow. Much of the
Southeast could use arain, and as
we closed this issue Friday night
thunderstormswererollingarounda
widepart of theregion.

CROP REPORTS

Edward Kane, Ind. Crop Con-
sultant, Robertsdale, Ala.: “Pea-
nuts are doing good. WEe' ve about
conquered dl the heavy weed prob-
lems. WE renot dedling withany in-
sectsand haven’t seen any moth ac-
tivity in peanutsyet. A few fieldsare
closeto 90 daysafter planting. We
had to stretch out our fungicide pro-

gramat times, but everyoneismostly
on schedule now.”

Jay Chapin, Extension Special-
ist-Peanuts, Blackville, S.C.:
“WEe vegot a50% chanceof rainthis
weekend, supposedly, and weneed
it. Folkswho get these showerswill
bein pretty good shape, and those
who don’t are going to be hurting.
Temperatureshave beeninthehigh
90s, but &t least we vehad soil mois-
ture. Now we need morerain, and
it'sprobably going to beacointoss
astowho getsit and who doesn’'t.”

William Birdsong, Extension
Agronomist-Row Crops, Head-
land, Ala.: “Tomato spotted wilt vi-
rus (TSWV) isreally progressing
quiterapidly in somevarieties. Any-
timepeanutsstressit increasestheir
susceptibility, especiadly invarieties
likeAndrull, GeorgiaGreenand, to
adegree, C99R. I’ ve seen quite a
bitin GeorgiaGreen, and | won't be
surprisedto seeacreageplantedinit

decreasein 2006 dueto TSWV. We
saw agood bit of itin 2004 in Geor-
giaGreen and C99R, but thelevel
of TSWV dready seemsbeexceed-
ing the level we saw at the end of
last season.

“Thispast week | wasinafield of
Andrull plantedinthemiddleof April
—whichiscertainly abigrisk factor
—andtheinfestation wasextreme. It
appeared to be 90% to 95%, and |
may be underestimating that.
Granted, our entire crop doesn’t
look that bad, but that individua field
isadisaster.

“Where GeorgiaGreenisgrow-
ing in some of our drier pockets,
TSWV is prevaent. On the other
hand, where rainfall has been ad-
equate, fields mostly look okay. |
wasinafield of twin-row Georgia
Greensnear Madrid, and plantswere
knee-deepandlush,and | didn’t see
muchvirus”

John Beasley, Georgia Exten-
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sion Agronomist, Tifton, Ga.:
“Peanutsaregetting dry inahurry. It
shows you how much things can
change. Two weeks ago we were
inundated by Hurricane Dennis, and
then thefaucet turned off.

“Thesereally hightemperatures
have done anumber on the plants.
We' ve gone 2 weekswithout rain,
andthe heet index hascommonly run
intherangeof 105t0 110. I’ vebeen
over abig chunk of our peanut belt
inthelast 3 days, and | saw some
very good |looking peanutsand some
that werevery droughty. Thefore-
cast does call for temperatures to
dropintothelower 90s, and there's
a50-60% chanceof rain. That'sthe
best thing that could happento us.

“Tomato spotted wilt virus
(TSWV) is really showing up
strongly now. It’svery evident, and
some fields have been hit hard.
We'refinding alot of |leaf spot, and
it'sprobably the second most preva:
lent diseaseright now behind TSWV.
Whitemold started turningup infair
amounts, too, when it got wet and
warm. Theredlill arefid dswith plants
that aretill yellow after going under
waeter. “

David Jordan, North Carolina
Extension Peanut Specialist: “The
North Carolinacropisvariable be-
causerains have been very spotty.
Some regions have had ample
amounts, whileothershavehad very
little over the past month. Although
we may be receiving rains now to
alleviate some of the drought, the
cropinsomeareaswill bedelayed.
We are seeing some tomato spotted
wiltand arejust now movingintothe
timeof the seasonwerediseasesare
showingup.”

Mike Howell, Extension Area
Agronomist, Collins, Miss.: “Pea

nutslook great. Thiscrop probably
has more potential than any we' ve
ever had down here. Therearen'ta
lot of problems. Most fiddsareclean.
We're not finding any insects to
speak of. One areawastreated for
wireworms.

“There'svery littleleaf disease.
WE re picking up sometomato spot-
tedwilt virus. It’snot bad, but just
about every field hasalittle. Since
thisareaisreatively new in peanuts,
we're hoping that we're at least a
coupleof yearsaway from havingit
likeeveryonedse.”

Mark Mitchell, Mitchell Ag
Conaulting, Inc., Bainbridge, Ga.:
“Our oldest peanuts are 105-106
daysold, and| fed likeit will takea
full 140daystofinishthemout. We re
putting out alot of Classic for beg-
garweed. WE retrying to delay treet-
ments as | ate as we can due to the
impact of tomato spotted wilt virus
(TSWV) but still be okay on the
preharvest interval. A lot of 2,4DB
isgoing out for sicklepod. We' reon
our fifth or sixth fungicide applica-
tion now.

“We're seeing TSWV, and it's
steadily increasing. It'sheavier in
somefieldsthan others, but theolder
the peanutsthe morewe refinding.
L eaf gpot and whitemold are present,
but nothing extremely heavy.

“Insectsarerddively quiet, except
for three-cornered alfalfahoppers.
They’veredly increased. Thismay
bethefirsttimein 23 yearsof work-
inginpeanutsthat I’ ve sprayed any.
Thereareno real thresholds, but at
alot of stops!’vegot 8-10infront
of me. We rehopingtominimizethe
numbers beforethey girdle stems.
We' vea so sprayed afew fieldsfor

foliagefeeders.”

USDA PEANUT REPORT

From today’s USDA Peanut
SocksAnd Processing Report:

Socks reported in commercial
storage on June 30 totaled 1.66 bil-
lion pounds of equivaent farmer
stock, compared with 1.41 billion
last year. Thisincludes 780 million
of actual farmer stock.

Shelled peanutson hand totaled
796 million pounds of farmer stock
equivalent. Roasting stock totaled
85.2 million. Shelled peanut stocks
totaled 599 million, of which 584
million were edible gradesand 15
millionwereoil stock.

Ediblegradestocksby typein-
cluded: 135 million pounds of
Virginias, 427 millionof Runners, and
22.3million of Spanish.

Junemillingstotaled 215 million
pounds. Millingsby type: 51.4 mil-
lionVirginias; 164 million pounds
Runners; and 70,000 pounds Span-
ish.

Commer cial processor sutilized
158 million pounds of shelled ed-
iblegrade peanutsin June. Utiliza-
tion by type was: 82.4 million
poundsfor all peanut butter prod-
ucts; 33.1 millionfor peanut candy;
and 40.1 millionfor snack peanuts.

CrushinginJdunefor ail, cakeand
meal totaled 31.0 million pounds.
Junedeliveriesunder the Domestic
Feeding and Child Nutrition Pro-
grams amounted to 1.78 million
pounds of peanut butter and 66,528
pounds of roasted peanuts.

NOTE: We' ve posted the com-
pletereport asaPDF fileon our web
site. Go to agfax.comand look for
thelink inthe“ Sunbelt Ag News’
sectionintheleft column.



