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Here is this weeks issue of
PeanutFax, sponsored by the
Southeest taff of Vdent U.S.A. Cor-
poration.

PLEASE NOTE: If yougrow or
work with cotton, weinviteyouto
subscribeto our newest freereport,
AgFax: Southeast Cotton. To add
you nameto our AgFax list, write
“cotton” on the cover sheet and fax
itto: 601-992-3503, or goonlineat
www.agfax.com/subs.

Wewel comeyour comments.

Owen Taylor, Editor

owen@agfax.com 888-327-6329

OVERVIEW

Planting thisweek got underway
on a wider basis. Conditions are
nearly ideal in some areas, plus
growersaretrying to squeeze more
plantinginto theoptimumwindow for
avoiding tomato spotted wilt virus.

A couple of our contacts this

will beplantedinarelatively short
time, and that’sgoing to put astrain
onthebuying pointsthisfall. Some
growers are trying to spread out
planting abit, especialy wherethey
canirrigate. But many dryland pro-
ducersare pushing hard whilethey
have moistureto makeastand.

While someareas caught show-
erslast week, much of our coverage
area needs rain. Subsoil moisture
remainsgood, but hot conditionsare
drying out thetop 2-3" of soil.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Thursday and Friday.

CROP REPORTS

John Beadley, Geor gia Exten-
sion Agronomist, Tifton, Ga.:
“Planting isgoing pretty much full
speed inthisarea, and we probably
havethe best soil moistureand tem-
perature conditionsin quite afew
years. Wehad good rainsinthewin-
ter and early spring, then widespread
thunderstormsin late April. Most

rain, and afew maybe got too much.
“Accordingtotheag datisticslast
weekend, only 5% of our peanuts
were planted, but over the next 3
weekswe' |l seeahigh percentage
planted if we get favorablewesather.
Some areas may be getting abit to
thedry sidewherethey missedrains
inthelast 2 weeks.
“HedsplantedinmidtolateApril
may have weeds popping up, and
they’reat astagefor good control.
It's easy to overlook these small
weedswhenthefocusison planting.
| wasin afield Wednesday with alot
of sicklepod that needed attention.”
DallasHartzog, Alabama Ex-
tension Agronomist, Headland,
Ala.: “Our growersareplantingwith
one eyeto the sky and one eye on
s0il moisture. By thistimenext week
we' |l be begging for rain. We' renot
quitecritical, but agood, widespread
rainwould keep thingsgoing.
“Peoplein some casesareeither
planting 2-3” deep into moisture or
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just dusting them in until it rains.
Overdl, wehaven't had abad mois-
ture situation, but the rains pretty
much stopped about May 1. Head-
land, Ala., isright at normal for ac-
cumulationfor thistimeof theyear,
and | hopewe stay that way.

“Folks have been planting pea-
nutsfor about aweek. I’velooked
at thegermination on someseed|lots,
and it appears that we're planting
somereally good seed.”

Tom Cary, Worth County Ex-
tension Coordinator, Sylvester,
Ga.: “ Soil moistureisgood. We ve
had agood bit of rain already, and
thunderstormsjust camethrough and
gave everyone another half-inch. |
think our acreagein the county will
be about what we' ve had recently,
around 30,000 acres.

“A few acres may have been
planted in April, but most folksare
just starting , and themgj ority of the
crop will be planted in the next 3
weeks, weather permitting.

“We replanting severd of thenew
varietieswith thelimited amount of
seed wecould secure. Thisismainly
DP1, alittlebit of Carver and 01 and
02 from Georgia. Also, we' re see-
ing alittlemore Valor used in pea-
nutsthisyear. Severa growerstried
itin 2002, didn’t haveany problems
and liked the results, so it’s being
used abit morethisyear.”

Ed Jowers, Jackson County
ExtensonAgent, Marianna, Fla.:
“WEe redry right now and, believeit
or not, could usearain. Thesitua-
tionig'tterribleyet, but there sahigh
pressure cell sitting above usthat’s
pushed all the really bad weather
north of us, and that took the rain
withit. We can do without the tor-
nadoes, but we d surelikesomegen-
era showers.

“A few hundred acres of peanuts

were planted last week. They're
cracking and look good. Thisisthe
week whenwe veredly sarted. We
got hit withtomato spotted wilt virus
last year, and growersaretryingto
avoidthat thisyear.

“It'sa‘ Catch 22 stuation. We're
tryingtofit alot of thecropinto that
optimum window in mid May, but
that'sasowhenit typically getsdry
herefor 3-4weeks. Thosewho can't
irrigatewill plant alittleearlier.”

Bobby Boutwell, Royster-
Clark Farmarket, Jay, Fla.: “Pea
nut planting started about 2 weeks
ago, and we're probably 75%
planted. That 8- and 12-row equip-
ment realy put adent inthe acreage.
Moisture has been just right, and
temperatures have been up in the
80s. Thisprobably isthe best start
we'vehadin5years. A little crack-
ing spray activity has started, and
morewill begoing out next week.

“WEe replanting alot of twin-row
peanutsthisyear. People areinter-
ededinthatyiedincrease. In2more
weekswe || start applying gypsum.”

Carl Hobbs, Carl Hobbs Ag
Consulting,Ashburn, Ga.: “Inour
area, we ve started significant plant-
ing inthelast 4-7 days, and wejust
now havehit full speed. Onegrower
who canirrigate everything said he
would quit planting peanuts for a
week to make sure he has his har-
vest spread out.

“Peanut acreageisdown. | don’t
have ahandleyet on how much, but
anybody who's consistently had
good yields and strong grades is
keeping their acreage about the
same. Someof thisdryland acreage
has shifted out of peanuts. People
have sold or transferred their base
to east Georgiawherethey’ redying
to grow peanuts.

“Planting conditions have been

very favorable— good moistureand
warm conditions. | can’t recall a
spring that’ sbeen askind asthisone.
WE renat deficient for moisturequite
yet, but it'sgetting alittle dusty in
places. We' ve been without arain
for aweek, andthat’sall it takesfor
usto start getting dry.”

Ben Whitty, Extension
Agronomigt, Gainesville, Fla.: “In
thenorth Floridaareawe may have
25% of the crop planted. Peanutsare
moving aong pretty good. | wasin
somethismorning (Friday) that sure
looked good, but the farmer had
stopped planting becauseit wastoo
dry. That wasin Levy County, but
most of our production areadown
hereisdry.

“Summertime hit usthisweek.
Above-averagetemperatureshave
speeded up theratethat soil isdry-
ing. Wehaven't had agood, generd
rainin 2-3weeks.

“The peanutsthat are up aredo-
ingfine. They’ vegot taprootsdown
inmoist soils. But if wego another 2
weekswithout rain thingswill dow
up. We rerunning out of water inthe
planting zoneon sandier soils, and it
will start giving out on heavier soilsif
dry weather persists. Still, though,
we' rein better shapethanlast year.”

Mark Mitchell, Mitchell Ag
Conaulting, Inc., Bainbridge, Ga.:
“We're close to 70% planted, and
stands look really good, overall.
There'salittle pressurefrom thrips
but nothing to be overly concerned
about. | found oneyellowstripear-
myworm, and that’stheonly foliage
feeder I’ ve seen, sofar.

“Our oldest peanutsare 35 days
old, and our first crack sprayshave
gone out. We could stand ashower
to help replenish moisture closeto
the surface, but subsoil moistureis
dtill redly good.”



