PeanutFax: Southeast

Owen Taylor, Editor

August 1, 2003

Hereisthisweek’s PeanutFax,
sponsored by the Southeast staff of
NichinoAmerica, maker of Artisan™
peanut fungicideand ET™ cotton her-
bicide/defoliant.

OVERIVEW

Rainscontinuetofall, andthecrop
dtill looksgood. Alittlepreliminary hull
scraping has started in south Geor-
gia. No big pest pressureisreported.
A couple of our contacts this week
said they were seeing a few more
signsof disease. But everyonereports
that growers have tightened up on
fungicide spraysas much asweather
conditionsalow.

Thesereportswere made Thurs-
day and Friday.

CROP REPORTS

Bobby Boutwell, Royster-
Clark Farmarket, Jay, Fla.: “We're
ina‘dogdays weather pattern. Ev-
ery day we' re getting little showers
inthe morning or at night scattered
around the county, and some of these

showersareturningintored rain. It's
not raining everywhereon agivenday,
but it’srained enough that everyone
has adequate moisture.

“Peanutslook real good. Growers
are spraying fungicides. Small
amountsof grassand weedsare pop-
ping through. Peanuts have totally
closed now, and we' Il bedigging our
earliest fields by Labor Day. We've
got prospects for a bumper yield.
We vegot thevinesand themoisture,
not much insect pressureand hardly
any sign yet of diseases.

“Also, wehaven't had any burnoff
dayswith intense heat and dry condi-
tionsthat cankill little pegs.”

Rusty Harris, Worth County
Extension Agent, Sylvester, Ga.
“Whitemold spraysaregoing out. We
had astreak of weather where people
couldn’t spray by ground earlier, and
the airplanes stayed busy. Mostly,
though, showers have been spaced
out enough to allow most treatments
to go on schedule. Nobody isbehind
and, if anything, many growers may
betightening intervalsto 10-12 days.

“We're picking up afew foliage
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feeders, mainly corn earworms, but
not at treatment level. Also, three-
cornered afafahoppershavegirdied
stems in spots, and growers have
been wondering what kind of disease
iscausingthis.

“The crop looksextremely good.
Except for one week with blazing
heat, temperatureshave beenmild. In
the last week we' ve gotten rainfall
across the county, with totalsin the
3" rangein places. It continuesto be
a strange year, weather-wise. One
farmer saysit feelsodd not to berun-
ning acoupleof brand new center piv-
ots. Someirrigation started |last week
and the beginning of the previous
week. Thenit started raining again.”

Mark Mitchell, Mitchell Ag
Consulting, Inc., Bainbridge, Ga.:
“We regettingrainin most areas. My
scouts said they were in some dry-
land cotton in Miller County yester-
day (Wednesday) that wasin adead
wilt. But folksin Decatur County have
been getting rain and plenty of it.
We' ve got showersintheareaeven
as we speak. So far this season
Continued on next page...
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Come Rain Or Shine, Depend On ARTISAN™
Worried about showers washing off your next fungicide treat-

ment? Theleaf spot component in Artisan entersleaf tissue almost

immediately. Artisan can even be applied through chemigation. Now

that'struly rainfast!

Andif it doesn’'t rain, Artisan’s soil-borne component will wait
14 days or longer without degrading. Isthisall magic? No, it's
IntelliTech™ Technol ogy, and you can only get it with Artisan!

No wonder Artisan has outperformed “ standard” treatmentsfor
thelast coupleof yearsin major university evaluations. Comeran
or shine, you can depend on Artisan.

Artisan, with Intelli Tech Technol ogy.
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we've run afew irrigation systems
on both cotton and peanuts in both
counties. But everytimeweran them
wegot adelugeright away.

“We are treating more Southern
cornrootwormsinfieldsthat haven't
aready beentreated for lesser corn-
stak borers. Thisismainly on heavier
soils. Foliage feeders haven't been
much of aproblem. We' vetreated a
few leafhoppers.

“Morewhite mold became appar-
ent last Friday and Saturday in some
fields. | foundit starting upinasmany
as6 out of 10 locations. Tomato spot-
ted wilt virusisincreasing on some
fields. It’'s still not as heavy on my
older, twin-row fields, but I'mfinding
itinsomesingle-row peanutsin Miller
County that are 99-100 daysold.

“Leafspot isincreasing. | don't
haveany fieldswhereit'saproblem,
though. Somerhizoctonialimbrotis
showing up, too, but it’s not aprob-
lem, either.

“WEe Il runamaturity test thisaf-
ternoon on some Virginiapeanutsthat
are 108 daysold that will bedug for
boiling. Thetarget datefor diggingis
next Monday. We Il runmaturity tests
on some of our earliest Georgia
Greensthisweekend. Those peanuts
areabout 120 daysoldandare2 or 3
weeksfromany digging.”

John Beadley, Georgia Exten-
sion Agronomist, Tifton, Ga.:
“We'vehad alot of rainin places. |
just came through Mitchell County
(Thursday), and they’ ve had aheavy
rain last night or today. I’ve been
through showers all day, and the
cloudsall around meareloaded with
morerain. Peoplemay be complain-
ing about not being able to get into
fields, but peanutslook mighty good.

“Some late emerging weeds are
showing up, and peoplearetrying to
stay on schedule with fungicides.
Steve Brown (Extension Entomol o-
gist) emphasized in areport to county

agentsthat conditionsabsolutely fa-
vor Southern corn root worms and
wireworms, and it’swet enough that
they may eventurnupinlighter soils.

“Three-cornered alfalfahoppers
areout therein heavy numbersiniso-
lated places. With alot of corn dry-
ing, corn earworms are moving into
peanuts. Thenormal thresholdis4 per
row foot, but we' ve got so muchfoli-
age now that Steve says we could
withstand 6-8 unlesspopul ationsdon’ t
cycleout.

“We rea so approaching the point
that vel vetbean caterpillarscan move
into peanuts quickly and cause dam-
age, so we need to be watching for
signsof foliagefeeding inthetops.”

Dallas Hartzog, Alabama Ex-
tension Agronomist, Headland,
Ala.: “We'rewet all theway across
our peanut belt. Growers are doing
the absol ute best they can to control
foliar and soil-bornediseases. They're
committed tothiscrop, andwe' reless
than 6 weeks away now from the
beginning of harvest. Most peopleare
excited about the prospects, but we
know thegameisn’t over yet.

“Thishasbeen amoderate insect
season, and we' renot finding any soil
insect infestations. We are seeing a
lot of leafspot and white mold now,
and conditions are nearly ideal for
both. With thevine devel opment this
season, | expect limb rot to be appar-
ent soon. Most growers are shorten-
ing spray intervalsto 10-14 days, and
that will pay dividends.”

Ben Whitty, Extension Agro-
nomist, Gainesville, Fla.: “Wecon-
tinuetoreceiverain. It'snot flooding,
but it’sraining regularly, to the point
that we may get a shower in the
morning and another oneintheafter-
noon. We also haven't had many
bright, sunny dayslately. | don’t see
any extremeyelowing, but thefields
generaly don’'t havethat deep green
color. Theleve of photosynthesisian't

quiteashighasnormal.

“We'redtill not seeing diseaseto
any extent. Weeds are out there, but
nothing really drastic. There'san out-
side chance some digging will start
on the earliest fields in 2 weeks,
maybe 3 weeks at the outside.

“In north-central Florida, rustis
showing up on peanuts. Tom
Kucharek, Extension Plant Patholo-
gist, issued an advisory on it this
week.”

Carl Hobbs, Carl Hobbs Ag
Consulting,Ashburn, Ga.: “We're
tightening upfungicidegpplicationsas
much asfield conditionsallow. Pest
pressureislight, and we continueto
receiverains. Inthelast 3 or 4 trips
through my area | haven't seen a
pivot running. That’sroughly in an
area48 mileswideand 20 milesdeep.

“Peanuts look good, and we're
settingacrop. | don’t have anything
older than about 80 days, but at the
ratethingsaregoing wecould bedig-
ging someat 120-125 days.”

Moth Trap Catches
From Ron Weeks

Extension Entomologi st

Wiregrass REC, Headland, Ala.

Insect 7/16-24* 7/25-31*
LCSB 3.7 55

FA 1.6 0

BA 0.8 1.2

CE 16.7 6.7
TBW 3.3 4.2
From Michagl Donahoe

Santa Rosa County Extension

Milton, Fla.

Insect 7/18-23* 7/24-30*
LCSB 0.3 0

FA 0 1.1

BA 0 0

CE 85.9 93.2
TBW 0.8 0.1

* Averagenumber per night. LCSB, lesser
cornstalk borer; FA, fall armyworm; BA,
beet armyworm; CE, corn earworm; TBW,
tobacco budworm.



