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Here is this week's issue of

MiteFax, sponsored by the Califor-
nia Cotton Team of Syngenta Crop
Protection. We welcome your com-
ments and suggestions. New sub-
scriptions to MiteFax can be re-
quested on-line at agfax.com/subs.

Owen Taylor, Editor
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Overview
More heat is needed to help this

crop move along, especially after the
weird downward shift a few days ago
that included rain and hail in parts of
the valley. Mites are being treated to
some extent. More cotton is moving
toward first irrigation.

We include degree day summaries
from Bob Hutmacher that illustrate
the yo-yo weather effect this year.

Our contacts this week continue
to comment about the excellent con-
dition of other crops, including toma-
toes, alfalfa and tree crops. Two of
our contacts also noted limb break-
age in young, heavily loaded almond
orchards.

The following reports were made

Thursday-Friday, May 23-24.

Crop Reports
Nick Groenenberg, Indep. PCA,

Hanford:  "Miticide sprays are going
on. Our treatment level is about av-
erage for this point in the season
There are mites around but nothing
bad. Thrips have been present, but
when warm weather hit last week the
cotton grew right past them, and we
haven't treated any. We're finishing
herbicide treatments now."

Dale Deshane, PCA, Supervised
Control, Bakersfield: "All our early
miticide treatments with Zephyr look
good, even on the really short cotton
we sprayed. We still have thrips hang-
ing around some cotton. It looks ugly,
but we're not treating. There's a little
curling, but plants still have plenty of
leaf area.

"We're finding a little armyworm
in the pima fields, but we haven't
sprayed any yet. We see where they've
hit, then the predators get them.
Sweeping started in some of our early
fields south of Bakersfield. Lygus
counts are zeros, mostly, with an oc-
casional 1. With hotter temperatures
in the forecast next week, though, we

anticipate some movement out of dry-
ing vegetation.

"There seem to have been more
herbicide-miticide combinations go-
ing on to reduce application costs. So
far, we haven't seen anything not
working good, and there haven't been
indications of phytotoxicity.

“Some people are watering. Oth-
ers are getting ready to start next
week on sandier ground now that
we're anticipating warmer weather.
On our early cotton we're seeing three
squares on a plant and a lot of squares
on the sixth node."

Rudy Perez, PCA, Western
Farm Service, Firebaugh: "We still
haven't sprayed anything but prob-
ably will in a week or so. The major-
ity of our cotton will be sprayed be-
fore we water. Mite are in there.
They're running 10% to 35% in terms
of leaves with mites, but at that higher
percentage there aren't many mites
yet, just a distribution of them. But
that at least tells me we can't go to
irrigation without treating. Thrips are
heavy enough to make some of the
cotton look ugly.

"The cotton is starting to move a
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little. We lost a small amount to
dampening off, but none of my grow-
ers have replanted, although one may
take out a field because he's not
pleased with the stand. Overall, the
early pima looks pretty decent."

Dan Buchak, PCA, Gillespie Ag,
Porterville:  "We're moving to first ir-
rigation, and cotton is at fourth and
fifth leaves. Some guys did light
Zephyr treatments just to hold down
mites and get through first irrigation,
then we'll see what we have to do with
other pests after that. There were no
major problems with mites, just small
populations that we needed to deal
with while we could get in there by
ground. It was mainly where grow-
ers didn’t use Temik or Thimet.

"We're doing our Roundup Ready
applications and treating some BXN
cotton, too. We had a pretty good rain
the other night, including some hail,
but I haven't heard of anything being
hurt by it. The rain was a little too
late to help our dryland grain grow-
ers. They needed it a long time ago."

Jerry Anderson, PCA, Ander-
son Consulting, Dos Palos: "In the
last three weeks we've been treating
mites. Two-thirds of our cotton has
either been sprayed or has recommen-
dations for treatment. There are a lot
of thrips, but we're not counting on
them for much help, based on what
we've seen so far. In just one week in
the Dos Palos area we went from 20-
30% mite levels to 70-100%, so we
started applying Zephyr.

"South of here 10 to 15 miles they
haven't been as bad. We're set up to
spray down there but are stalling as
long as we can. As soon as we see
them building we will treat, probably
before first irrigation. By the end of
next week we probably will have
treated nearly all our fields for mites."

Vern Crawford, PCA, Wilbur-
Ellis, Shafter: "Maybe we're going
to have some growth weather now.
The cotton is sure ready. The lion's

right now is that this up and down
weather is favoring mites when it's
hot and thrips when it's cold.

"When we get tempted to spray
thrips this season we need to remem-
ber budgets. Based on comments
about sticky cotton from last season,
we’ve got to hold money back in case
we're dealing with whitefly problems
late in the season. That's got to be one
of our points of focus this year."

Chris Morgner, PCA, Agri-Val-
ley Consulting, Merced: "We had
some damage from hail, but cotton is
going to come through it. A few ter-
minals were knocked out, but that was
real spotty. I haven't seen much in the
way of pest problems. We have a few
hot spots with mites that we're watch-
ing. We used more Temik this year,
and I think that's slowed them down
in most of the crop.

"Overall, we need 7-10 days of hot
weather to shift this crop into high
gear. Most of my cotton is looking
pretty good. The earliest fields are
around six nodes, and we're finding
a few pinhead squares here and there.
It should be squaring in more fields
by next week. We're still making
some glyphosate and Staple treat-
ments."

share is moving toward first irriga-
tion or is in it now. Where people ir-
rigated already, the cotton is really re-
sponding, which maybe indicates
some other fields should have been
watered a week or so earlier. When it
gets warmer this weekend I think a
lot of guys will speed it up.

"Thrips weren't much of a factor.
My guys had Temik and Orthene. But
I'm seeing other fields with a good
deal of thrips injury that have never
had a problem before now. I've looked
at some cotton that's so deformed
from thrips that plants have two
squares but no discernible leaves.
Cold weather has really prolonged
thrips. I saw one field in northeast
Kern County being treated for thrips
this week, and it looked horrible.

"In our cotton, mites are continu-
ing to increase as Temik runs out. As
soon as we get through with first irri-
gation we'll treat with a miticide and
probably sidedress with Temik, too."

Galen Hiett, Independent PCA,
Fresno: "It's as calm as it can be. We
haven't found any mites. Cotton is
growing, sort of. I don't think we'll
see early squaring like we usually
expect. I've got cotton that's up to
eight leaves, but I'm having trouble
finding squaring. I think the cold
weather kept it from putting on
squares where we expect to see them.
Some growers have started sprin-
kling, and others are getting ready.
Our weed work is done, except for
going through a couple of fields with
weeding crews to pick up areas that
were missed."

Pete Goodell, Extension IPM
Entomologist, Kearney Ag Center,
Parlier:  "We've had heavy mite pres-
sure in plots at Kearney. We never
have mites this early here, so it's sur-
prising. There's also some thrips dam-
age. One guy asked me if we're see-
ing a new species of thrips, since mite
and thrips damage are showing up in
cotton at the same time. My thinking



A look at this spring’s yo-yo weather
Although the yearly totals since March 20th are only about 10-15% be-

low average, there have been some extended periods with relatively low heat
units.  We have had a cool second half of April, and a generally cool May as
well.  This has contributed to some slower growth in this year’s crop, and
may also have contributed to slower plant recovery from early season injury
from thrips and other causes.

Note that the prior year’s data and long term average shown are for Shafter,
while the second table gives 2002 data for Shafter, West Side REC and Los
Banos.  -- Bob Hutmacher, Extension Cotton Specialist
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13/3-02/3 2.54 2.64 1.63

51/4-10/4 1.59 5.201 3.76

03/4-61/4 9.74 2.15 9.92

51/5-10/5 6.701 8.711 1.48

32/5-61/5 6.75 4.45 0.34

LATOT 4.353 1.273 4.062
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gvary42 5991 7991 8991 0002 1002

13/3-02/3 7.92 7.71 2.47 6.13 5.13 4.76

51/4-10/4 8.46 2.35 9.74 7.8 2.501 3.81

03/4-61/4 3.48 4.87 2.221 9.901 1.06 5.58

51/5-10/5 6.821 2.46 971 3.95 701 781

32/5-61/5 9.68 4.07 3.001 2.03 7.401 141

LATOT 3.493 9.382 6.325 7.932 5.804 2.994


