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Hereisour first regular issue of
AgFax: Midsouth Cotton for
2003. Our thanks to the Midsouth
cotton team of Valent U.S.A. Cor-
poration for once again sponsoring
our early and mid season reports.

Wewe comeyour commentsand
Suggestions.

Owen Taylor, Editor

owen@agfax.com 601-992-9488

OVERVIEW

As we closed out this report
Tuesday night, Midsouth weather
conditions ranged from too dry to
too wet.

Stormsraked through Arkansas,
Missouri and Tennessee on Sunday
and Monday, spawning deadly tor-
nadoes and damaging winds. Rain-
fall ranged from 2" to 6" in many
places. Center pivots were blown
over inacoupleof locationsinnorth-
east Arkansas.

Butitremaineddry inpartsof Ar-
kansas, the south Deltaand south-
ern Louisiana. Planting stoppedin

severa southern Louisanaparishes,
and corn wasin jeopardy.

Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS

Ralph Bagwell, La. Extension
Entomologist, Winnsboro, La.:
“WEe reagood bit through with plant-
ing, maybe as much as 80%, and
70% of the crop isin good shape.
Panting conditionshave beenfairly
positive. Somearess, though, remain
dry. Partsof Catahoula, Rapidesand
AvoyédllesParisheshaven't received
sgnificant rainfal in 6-8 weeks. It's
gottentoodry inthoseareasto con-
tinue planting, and we expect that
somecornwill belost.

“Nothingishappening with pests,
but with drier conditionsany materi-
asput out for planting aren’t going
to be that effective because they
won'tbemovingintotheplant. Thrips
could becomeaproblem.”

Joe Townsend, Ind. Consult-
ant, Coahoma, Miss.: “Planting
progress varies from areato area,
depending onwhererainfell inthe

last week. Overall, we're 70-75%
planted, although some growers
aren’'t haf finished yet. It sawhale
of agood start, sofar. | don't know
of anyone even thinking about re-
planting. Temperatureshavebeenup
there, and we haven’t had that many
bad rain eventsto dow thingsdown.
“Theconditionsaregood for the
weeds, too, and we'll be making
Roundup applicationsearlier than
normal except whereweused Valor
in soybeans and cotton. Welooked
at all our fieldsand decided that the
only ones that don’'t need to be
treated right away arethe oneswith
Vaor. They'redill clean.”
ClaudeBonner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Cotton Specialists of Ark,
Inc, N.LittleRock,Ark.: “We're
kind of struggling with someof this
cotton. It'sbeen dry, and somefields
wereplanted dry and probably alittle
toodeep, sodl thatistryingto come
up now. Wemissed the bigger rains
that some people have had. Even
thoughwe vecaught acoupleof light
showersinthelast week, we could
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Orthene® For Control

In Seedling Cotton

Orthene controls aphid, cutworm and thrips early and can
be tank mixed with many herbicides, including Select® 2 EC
and Roundup® (and other glyphosates). In late planting
situations, Orthene can go out by hopperbox, in-furrow or
in foliar sprays. It gives critical protection to seedlings to
reduce growth delays caused by insect feeding. (sponsored Message)

Ortheneis aregistered trademark of OMS Investments, Inc. Select is aregistered
trademark of Valent U.S.A. Corporation. Roundup is a registered trademark of Monsanto
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gtill useanother rain.

“1 haven’t seen that much cut-
worm activity, and seedling disease
isscattered. Morninggloriesare start-
ing to come up, and we' re encour-
aging our growersto comeinwithan
early Rounduptrestment at ahighrate
to keep them from getting any size
onthem.”

Dale Wdlls, Ind. Consultant,
Cotton Services, Inc., Leachville,
Ark.: “We re50-55% done, and we
were clicking right along until the
storm this Sunday. A tornado came
through and tipped over about 6 piv-
ots, including 3 that belong to my
growers. Wegot hail withit, but we
don’'t havealot of cotton up yet. It
dinged up some cotyledons, but |
don’tthink it will hurt usinthelong
run. We feel pretty good about the
way the seasonisstarting.”

Trent LaMastus, I nd. Consult-
ant, Cleveland, Miss.: “Itwill take
araintoget alot of cotton up or pro-
vide enough moisture that we can
start planting again. Everybody has
pretty much quit becausethey ran out
of moisture. We' re 70-80% planted
and 65% either emerged or coming
up.

“Sofar, there’ snothing out of the
ordinary with pests. But we' vegot a
few thingtandsandwill consider tregt-
ing cutwormsif theplant populations
drop much more. We haven't treated

yet becauseit looksliketheworms
have about cycled out, plusthat cot-
ton was planted dry, and we' ve got
seed that still could germinate.

“Theoddthingwe refindingare
sugarcanebesetlesin high numbersin
someisolated areasin Humphreys
County. They’ renot to the point yet
that they’re generally threatening
stands, but it won'’t take much more
pressurein some spotsbeforewe' ||
consder treating.”

GusL orenz, ArkansasExten-
sion IPM Specialist: “We don’'t
have enough cotton up yet toreally
talk about it. Rain hasbeen afactor
insomeareas. We' || haveto seehow
much damage northeastern Arkansas
sustained over theweekend, and now
the southeastern part of the stateis
getting pounded in someplaces. In
thoseareaspeoplewill bewaiting for
it to get dry enough to start planting
agan.”

David Skinner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Sarkville, Miss.: “Ontheesst-
ern side of Mississippi not much
planting hastaken placeyet north of
U.S. 82. In Noxubee County plant-
ingisfurther aong, and | looked at
some cotton today (Monday) that's
at onetrueleaf.”

Reynold Minsky, Ind. Con-
sultant, Lake Providence, La.:
“We' ve got apretty good stand on
90% of what’s planted. Stands are

weak on the rest. We haven't had
any big problems, so far. For some
reason we did haveto spray thrips
ononefarm. The plantshad Temik
under them, but there maybewasn't
enoughrainto activateit.”

Michael Boyd, Extension En-
tomology Specialist, Portageville,
Mo.: “Wegot apretty general rain
Sunday night and thenmoreonMon-
day. Amountsvaried. Caruthersville
got 3", but here at the center we got
lessthan1". Sikestondidn’t get any.

"Overdl, we reprobably lessthan
half planted. Growers held off on
quiteafew fieldsuntil we got into
May, and now we rededingwiththis
wet spell. Compared to last year
we reprobably behind, thoughlast
year the early cotton got caught by
that wet, cold period.”



