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Here is this week’s issue of
AgFax: Midsouth Cotton, spon-
sored by the Midsouth staff of Va-
lent U.S.A. Corporation, maker of
Orthene®, Cobra®, Select® and other
products used to protect Southern
cotton.

OVERVIEW

Growersintheupper Deltacon-
tinue dealing with the effects of too
muchraininthefirst half of May. A
coupleof our contactsthisweek said
that somegrowersin north Missis-
Sippi may takeinsurance payments
and, based on planting termination
requirements, let theground fall ow.

Partsof south Louisianaremain
dry, with no significant rain in 2
months. Between “toowet” and “too
dry,” aportion of the Midsouth has
optimum moisture.

No extreme insect problems
were reported. A few treatments
were being made for thrips,
plantbugsand aphids. High countsof
tobacco budworm mothscontinueto
bereportedin NE Arkansasand SE

Missouri.
Thefollowing reportsweremade
Monday afternoon and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS

Allen McKnight, Delta Ag
Consulting, Greenville, Miss.:
“WE re picking up thripson younger
cotton, but older plantshavegrown
off pretty good. We'retrying to get
out alittle Roundup. Mainly, we're
in acleanup mode. We missed the
big rainsthat saturated thingsnorth
of Cleveland. Cotton ranges any-
wherefrom 1-2 trueleavesto 5-6."

David Skinner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Starkville, Miss.: “Our cot-
toninthe Delta(HumphreysCounty)
looks good. So does our cotton in
Noxubee County. But from Hamilton
north therearealot of fieldsbeing
planted for thefirst timeor replanted
after therain took care of thefirst
attempt. A couple of weeks ago,
some areas got 7.5” of rainin 24
hours. North of U.S. 82, there's
been 20" of rainmeasuredinMay in
someareas.

“Overall, we' renot doing much
withinsects AlittleDeltaacreagehas

been sprayed for thrips. The Temik
had worn out, so we added Orthene
to the Roundup.”

Joe Townsend, Ind. Consult-
ant, Coahoma, Miss.: “We'rein
good shape now. Theflood waters
arefdling. Wedid lose some cotton
and ahuge number of soybean acres,
but most of the soybeans have a-
ready been replanted. We also had
somelocaizedflooding onfiddends,
asyou'd expect. Wherewe haven't
had to replant, the cotton looksre-
markably good.

“We vesprayed alittle cottonfor
thripsinthelast 4-5 days. Theear-
lier cottonispast the point that thrips
can do much. I’'mlooking at some
cottontoday (Monday) that’stoo big
now for Roundup. Withdl that rain,
thiscotton grew fast. Our very first
sguaring has started, and we should
seeplenty of bloomsby July 4th.”

Dale Wélls, Ind. Consultant,
Cotton Services, Inc., Leachville,
Ark.: “It'sbeenamesswith all the
ranandflooding. Beforetherain, we
were about 90% planted. Now, we' |l
end up replanting about 30% of that.
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Inanormal year wemight try to cut
back onfungicideand such. But with
the weather we' ve had, we're not
taking anything for granted. Wecan't
afford another replanting, either finan-
cidly or withtheamount of timeleft.

“WE rejust now reaching 5thtrue
leaf on our earliest cotton. We stil|
havefiddsthat aretoowet to get into,
and assandy asour soil is, that’ssay-
ingalot.

“We're catching high numbersof
tobacco budworms. We are check-
ing 7 daysaweek, andtheonly time
it sgoing downisright after astorm.
Budworm mothshave been running
75-90% since we put up the traps
14 daysago. Counts haverun over
100 per night in extreme cases, but
they’reat least ranging from 10 to
40 and up to 60 per night on aregu-
lar basis.

“Normally thistimeof theyear,
we expects 0-1 counts, maybe a 2.
These are huge numbers, not what
weusually get here. | never madea
recommendation for atobacco bud-
worm trestment until last July 21.”

ClaudeBonner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Cotton Specialists of Ark,
Inc., N. Little Rock, Ark.: “The
problemswe vehadwithrainhaven't
been so much the amount asit has
been the frequency. We' ve had ar-
easwith 2" upto 5", butit’srained
just often enough to keep peopleout
of fieldsin many locations. Some
fieldsare getting alittlewooly, but
we reabout to get that inhand. I'm
checking applicationsfromlatelast
week, and resultsmostly ook good.
We caught most cotton before the
cutoff for the 2nd Roundup applica-
tion.

“Thripsare out there, but part of
our problemisthat terminal growth
dowed downwith low temperatures.
We added something for thripswith

herbicides, but wemainly need sev-
eral daysof warm weather to bring
thecroparound.”

GusL orenz, ArkansasExten-
son IPM Specialigt: “ Sunshineand
aspell of dry weather isperking up
the cotton, but we vedtill got alot of
sck plantsaround the state. Between
rhizoctoniaand leef blight, cottongen-
erdly lookspoor inmany areas. Plus,
therain delayed Roundup applica-
tions, which gaveweedsan opening.

“Thripsare picking up hereand
there. That’smainly where no seed
treatment or in-furrow was used. But
we' refinding them, too, where seed
trestmentswere used but the cotton
stalled out in the cool weather and
thripsstarted reproducing.

"It'sabad start. A lot of growers
arestill planting. In NE Arkansas,
they were 70-80% planted, then lost
20-30% to the weather. We' Il need
agood, longfall tofully make some
of thislater planted cotton work.

“We' redtill catching alot of bud-
worm mothsin northArkansas. I’'m
hearing about 90 per night in spots
that usudly don't have 90 all season.”

Scott Sewart, Extension Cot-
ton Entomologist, Jackson, Tenn.:
“WEe retrying tofinish planting this
week. We vedill got somewet fidds,
but maybethey’ | be dry enoughfor
planting by theend of theweek if no
morerain devel ops. We renot hear-
ing about any big pest problems, but
we vegot to keep checkingfor thrips
and al so stay ontop of Roundup ap-
plications. It'seasy to get so focused
on planting that we can’t get back to
the cotton that’ saready up.”

Trent LaMastus, Ind. Consult-
ant, Cleveland, Miss.: “Very little
isgoing on. We' ve got cotton from
cotyledon up to 8-9 nodes. Quitea
bit has been squaring for thelast 2
weeks. Plantbug pressureislight, cer-

tainly comparedtothistimelast year.
WEe veonly treated acouple of cor-
nerswith Centric next to woods or
levees.

“We vemodly medeit throughthe
thripsseason withlight pressure, but
they’ vejumped on somelate cotton
that stalled out in this cooler, wet
weather. They’ re present, whether
therewasaseed trestment or in-fur-
row material. It'snot awidespread
problem, but thisismorethripsthan
wehadinlateApril and early May.”

Ralph Bagwell, L ouisana Ex-
tension Entomologist, Winns-
boro, La.: “A couple of areasre-
main very dry and have continuedto
missnearly every rainthat’scome
through the state. Outside of those
areas, the cotton actually looks
pretty good. We' ve got decent soil
moi sturethrough much of our grow-
ingarea. And evenwhereit'sgetting
alittledrier, plantsarestill actively
growing. We' re past the point that
most cotton issusceptibleto thrips.

"Theoldest I’ veseen has10-11
nodes and squares. We' ve still got
some cotyledon cotton, too. The
vast mgjority isat 4-6 nodes.

“More aphids are moving into
fields, and afew treatments have
been made. I’ m getting callsfrom
Catahoula to East Carroll Parish.
WEe' ve gotten through a bollworm
flight. We' re not seeing budworms
to an extent, but it'sabout timefor
theflight wetypicaly getinlateMay
or early June.”



