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AgFax: Midsouth Cotton, sponsored
by the Midsouth staff of Valent
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Orthene® and Select®. We welcome
your comments and suggestions.

Owen Taylor, Editor

OVERVIEW

As we closed this issue Tuesday
night, parts of the Midsouth were
caught under more rain. Most of the
activity wasover northeast Arkansas,
which already is coping with the ef-
fects of heavy rain and flooding.

As one of our contacts from that
area said Tuesday, “At this point,
we' remeasuring rainfall morein feet
than in inches.” Some places in the
upper Delta, including parts of Mis-
sissippi, have caught 1.5 feet of rain-
fall sincelateApril. In spots, thetotal
is pushing the 2-foot mark.

Storms have stalled planting
progress, delayed glyphosate treat-
ments on Roundup Ready cotton and
triggered stand losses dueto seedling
diseases, sand blasting and flooding.

Ironically, south Louisianaremains
mostly dry. Showers late last week

brought some moisture to that area,
which will get planting in gear again.
But more rain is needed there.

One morething: tobacco budworm
traps in northeast Arkansas and the
Missouri Bootheel areturning up un-
seasonably high moth counts. See
comments by Lorenz and Boyd.

These reports were made Mon-
day and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS

John “Kim” Kimbrough, Ind.
Consultant, Pro Tech Ag, Lexing-
ton, Miss.: “Everybody in this im-
mediate area has enough rain now.
Theleast anybody got over the week-
endwas 1”. But in north Mississippi
where we work cotton near Oxford
they areextremely wet andinterrible
shape. One grower hasn’t planted an
acreyet, and others are half finished.
Their ground was aready wet before
last weekend, and even the notill
ground isreally mushy. They’ ve had
over 13" of rainin thelast 10 days.

“We only finding small spots of
thrips. The dry weather before this
rain didn't seem to affect uptake of
systemics, but the wet weather has
slowed it now. In really saturated
fieldsthe thrips are jumping on coty-

ledon cotton.

“Until thisrain, the Delta portion
of Holmes County was way too dry,
and people planted until they ran out
of moisture. Some large growers had
planted maybe half their crop. They
were glad to get rain. Some people
weretryingtoirrigate cotton to emer-
gence. Early planted cotton, though,
jumped out of the ground, and some
is 6-8" now with 4-5 true leaves.”

Terry Erwin, Morehouse Par-
ish Extension agent, Bastrop, La.:
“1 can sum up thingsin oneword: wet.
Over the last 30 days we've had 8-
10" of rain. Very little farm work is
going on. Cottonismostly inthe seed-
ling stage up to 2nd leaf. It hasn't
experienced any dry weather since
emergence and is holding up well.
Parts of some fields have gone under
water, and that acreage has suffered.

“With theway we' ve been getting
rain north of 1-20, there’'s arisk that
some Roundup Ready cotton will get
past the 5th node before we can
spray. Morerainisintheforecast, and
fields look a bit wooly where grow-
ers haven't been able to spray.”

Harold Lambert, Ind. Consult-
ant, Innis, La.: “We definitely need
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more rain. Last Thursday we got .2”
to .3" and then Saturday it rained an-
other .3" to 1". We're better off than
aweek ago. Thiswill help even out
some stands, perhaps, and bring up
cotton that was planted dry ahead of
therain.

"But we've been at such a deficit
that this was more ateaser than any-
thing else. It's getting questionable
about whether we'll be able to plant
cotton on all our intended acreage if
we don’'t get more rain soon.”

Ralph Bagwell, Louisiana Ex-
tension Entomologist, Winnsbor o,
La.: “We finaly got rain in alot of
areasthat have been dry, and that will
allow peopletofinish planting. Where
we' ve had adequate moisture, cotton
is growing rapidly. Some plants are
putting on a new node every 3 days,
and we' refinding cottonin the Tensas
area that's squaring. A lot of people
are scrambling to make the 2nd
Roundup applicationif they still can.

“We're seeing signs of thrips in-
jury innearly every field now, whether
or not it had an infurrow. There’'s no
significant damage, but someinsecti-
cides are going out with the
glyphosate. Yellowstripe armyworms
are here and there, but none are be-
ing sprayed, as far as | know.”

David Hydrick, Hydrick’sCrop
Consulting, Inc., Jonesboro, Ark.:
“Wegot 8" of rain out of thislast sys-
tem, and it’sraining right now (Tues-
day). At this point, we're measuring
rainfall moreinfeet thanininches. So
farin May we've had nearly 2 feetin
places, and the ditches seem to be
flowing backwards.

“Fortunately, my growersare about
80% planted. We'll have to replant
some low spots, but that’'s about al
we' refinding right now. That doesn’t
count 3,500 acres behind the leveethat
was running 5-6 true leaves. That's
all lost to theriver now. With the rest
of our crop, our most advanced fields
are 3-4trueleaves. Most of my grow-

ers would till take this year’s stand
over last year's when it was so cold
and we ended up with matchsticks.
We'velost some cotton inthelast few
days to wind damage, mainly where
we didn’t have wheat in the middles.

“We've got thrips and a few cut-
worms. When the Roundup goes out
we're adding Orthene to keep the
thrips off of it, especially where
they’ re building on sick cotton.”

Michael Boyd, Extension En-
tomology Specialist, Portageville,
Mo.: “Planting pretty much shut
down after we got another 3" of rain
in places over the weekend, and it's
kind of rainy today (Tuesday). | don’'t
expect more planting until late this
week. We' re maybe half to two-thirds
planted, but half of that — especially
our early fields — may have to be
replanted.

“Oneworrying thingisthefact that
we're picking up high counts of to-
bacco budworm moths in traps. In a
4-night period we counted 133 in one
trap. Last year wedidn't get that kind
of count until early August. That was
theworst year we' ve ever had up here
with budworms. It's hard to say
whether these numbers will tranglate
into heavy pressurelater, but it'ssome-
thing to consider when picking variet-
iesto plant on remaining acreage.”

Grady Coburn, Consultant,
Pest Management Enterprises,
Cheneyville, La.: “Wejust got 1" to
2.5" of much needed rain. It will a-
low usto finish planting and compl ete
emergence on a lot of what already
has been planted. WEe' re pleased with
how good much of the cotton looks.
Our most advanced fieldsare up to 8
true leaves with pinhead and match
head squares in places. With the dry
weather, we' ve been able to keep up
with herbicide work.”

Ronnie Bibb, Jimmy Sanders
Seed Co., Hollandale, Miss.: “All
my cottonisup and looksgood. We' ve
missed thetorrential rainsthat hit ev-

eryone north of Shaw over the last
several weeks. Last weekend we got
8" to 1.25", so that will help keep
things going. Insectsarelight.”

Gus Lorenz, Arkansas Exten-
sion IPM Specialist: “The biggest
challengeisthewet weather. There's
so much vegetation because of de-
layed herbicidetreatmentsthat you' ve
got to part the weedsjust to seeif the
cotton hasbugsonit. And wedo have
an undetermined amount of cotton
acreagethat’sunder water, and that's
another problem altogether.

“We've got sometrapsin Missis-
sippi County that are catching tre-
mendous numbersof budworm moths.
Some are running 60-80 per night in
locationsthat otherwise might turn up
30 in awhole season.

"What this means is anybody’s
guess. Will we have a bad worm
year? We don’'t know, although bud-
wormsdid hit hard in that part of the
state last year. We can also forget the
idea that cold winter weather would
have an impact on survival. It didn't.

“Anyonewha'ssitting onthefence
about whether to plant Bt cotton has
areason to at least consider it now
with these moth counts.”

Scott Sewart, Extension Cot-
ton Entomologist, Jackson,
Tenn.: “WEe re probably 40% planted,
with 20% out of the ground. Cotton
planted inthe 3rd week of April istak-
ing abit of injury from thrips, depend-
ing on how vigoroudly it's growing.
Some needs to be treated. Most of
our cotton, though, hasjust emerged,
and we' ve got good Temik and Gau-
cho activity.

“Our ideal planting window closes
today (Tuesday). We planted alot of
late cotton last year, and it turned out
to be our best. But we may be look-
ing at reduced acreage this year. We
thought the total would be 600,000
acres, but at the rate things are going,
500,000 might be moreredlistic.”



