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Here's this week’s issue of
AgFax: Midsouth Cotton, sponsored
by the Midsouth staff of Valent
U.S.A. Corporation, maker of
Orthene®, Select®, Cobra® and other
crop protection productsdesigned for
Southern cotton.

OVERVIEW

Rains Monday brought relief to
parched areas in south Louisiana
wherevery littleplanting progresshas
been made. But that same storm sys-
tem further delayed planting in the
upper Midsouth, which was soaked
and flooded in May. Some cotton
acreage may shift to beans where
rainfall will further delay planting.
Aphidsarebuildinginsomearess, and
treatments are underway. Plantbug
treatments have started, aswell.

These reports were made Mon-
day and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS

Bobby Phipps, Missouri Ext.
Cotton Specialist, Portageville,
Mo.: “It rained and turned cold on

Monday in Missouri. Most of the cot-
ton has been planted, and much of it
was planted last week, including alot
of replanting. Overall, thecropisin
very poor condition. Flooding, hail and
diseases have been aproblem.

“Thripsaremoving into the crop
asthewhesat diesdown. We have had
to spray some of the early cotton.
Some of the older cropisbeginning
to grow. Probably half of the crop has
the Bt gene. Early catches of bud-
worm have been high. Michael Boyd
(Extensonentomologist) saidthat the
catchisbeginning to decrease.”

Cecil Parker, AgriServices,
Ltd.,Vidalia,La.: “Wejustgotarain
(Monday afternoon), maybeaninch
insomelocations. But wedidn’t get
itinal partsof the parish. The south
end, which hasbeen our driest area,
didn’t get any.

“We renot doing alot in cotton. A
little plantbug work is underway
around corn, and we' re adding some-
thing for thripswherewe' re spraying
some of thesmall cotton. Aphidsare
buildingin someof our older and our
younger cotton.”

Ralph Bagwell, L ouisiana Ex-

tension Entomologist, Winns-
boro, La.: “Wegot beneficial rains
Monday, and the nicething wasthat
it rained in some areasthat have been
the driest. Where we've got later
planted cotton, thelittle plantsreally
kickedinand started growing. We're
still dealing with thripsin young cot-
ton, and Orthene or something likeit
isbeing put out with Roundup.

“More peopleare getting indica-
tions of aphids. So far, not alot of
treatments have been made, but
people are finding them. A few
plantbugs are present, too, and we're
seeing some combinationsgo out to
pick up both aphids and tarnished
plantbugs. We regetting alittleegglay,
predominately tobacco budworms.”

Charles Denver, Denver Crop
Consulting, Watson, Ark.: “Rain-
fall hasbeen spotty, from.3" to 1.5".
Generally speaking, it was needed.
Thripsare being treated alittle, and
that’s about it in cotton except for
Roundup treatments.”

Phillip McKibben, McKibben
Ag Services, Mathiston, Miss.:
“WEe're through planting cotton. A
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coupleof guystook thefailed planting
payments on some acreage. We got
15" of rainfall inthefirst 3 weeks of
May, then we measured another 1.5"
to 2" Monday. It'sgoingto be severa
daysnow beforewe can get into the
fieldsagain, and there’smorerainin
theforecast into the weekend.

“We're certainly not in as bad a
shape as we were 3 weeks ago. We
got nearly al our cotton sidedressed
and have been applying Roundup.
Thripshave gonethrough theroof in
thelast 4-5days, and we' retreating a
lot of 4-leaf cotton that |ooked pretty
good until a week ago until thrips
started taking it away. We could time
alot of treatmentswith Roundup, but
in some cases we aready had made
our second Roundup application.”

Gus Lorenz, Arkansas Exten-
sion IPM Specialist: “Aphids are
showing upin southeast Arkansas, and
treetmentsaregoing out in pots. Also,
we're seeing Heliothis activity on
small non-Bt cotton. In some fields
they’reat or just below treatment lev-
els. Thisishappening pretty widely,
mainly on non-sguaring cotton.

“We're strongly advising against
treatment right now. If there’sno fruit
and just someleaf damage, why dis-
rupt beneficials?Whileit'snot good
to seepopulationsbuilding early, this
could work to our advantage if
beneficia sreduce numbersnow. That
could cut some pressurelater. Where
we' vefound these populationsand re-
checked a few days later, numbers
weregoing down.”

Tucker Miller, Ind. Consultant,
Drew, Miss.: “We'rejust starting a
little plantbug control with Centric or
Trimax, and somePix isgoinginwith
it. Thecotton hasjust started growing
good. With our 5599 and 555 weneed
to get some Pix on the plants while
it'sat the Sth to 11th node. Plantbugs

are still fairly low, but around corn
we'll treat and get the Pix out, too.
Rainfal ran.3” to.6" on Monday.”

Jon Tate, Ind. Consultant,
Indianola, Miss.: “Rainfall Monday
ranged from .7” to 2.5" through our
area. We weren't hurting for mois-
ture, but we wouldn’t turn it down.
Right now, we'retrying to get over a
lot of thiscotton with Pix. We' re see-
ing alittle aphid activity. Some of it
could turninto aproblemin the next
week or soif it continuesbuilding.

“Our cottonisrunning 6-10 nodes,
and we should have some blooms by
next Tuesday. It sagood looking crop
right now if we can hang ontoit.”

Scott Sewart, Extension Cot-
ton Entomologist, Jackson, Tenn.:
“A lot of our cottonisjust coming out
of theground, and some early cotton
isgoing to put squareson soon. The
phonejust started ringing today. Some
of it'sodd things, likewhat todo in
non-Bt cotton for webworms. We're
aso getting questionsabout plantbugs.
It sbeenredly quiet up until thisweek.

“A fewfiddsaredtill being treated
for thrips, particularly near wheat
that’s drying down. On the whole,
thripshave beenlight to moderate, but
conditions haven't been what we
needed to outrun them. In early June
we reusually seeing 90-degree days.

“Wegot rain yesterday (Monday).
It would have been considered agood
rain if we'd needed it, which we
didn’t. Thismay push someintended
cotton acreage into beans. Several
growerssaid they wouldn’t plant af -
ter June5, and thisrainwill delay them
past that point. Some consultants
asked metoday how muchthey should
chargeto scout soybeans.”

Bob Griffin, Griffin Ag Consult-
ing, Jonesboro, Ark.: “We've got-
ten everything planted, and now we ve
gotten morerain. It rained about 1.5"

over afairly widearea. | don’'t think
itwill messusup much, though.

“WEe' retreating thrips, either with
Bidrinor KarateZ. Also, we' retreat-
ing afew plantbugswith Centric, as
well asputting out Pix on somefields.
Cotton isanywhere from just out of
the ground to the 10th node. We've
still got someratty look stuff, but alot
of fieldsareimproving quiteabit.

“Thrips are being treated in cot-
ton at the 3-4 |eaf stage. It'sjust been
gtting there, not growing, andit dl had
Cruiser or Gaucho. Thripsarebuild-
ing and coming out of wheat, and
we' ve had severe pressure in some
fields for 2-3 weeks. If cotton had
been growing normally, we probably
wouldn’t havetrested.”

Reynold Minsky, Minsky Con-
sulting Service, L ake Providence,
La.: “Cottonisfruitingwell. We're
applying 8 oz/acre of Pix to all our
555, 5599 and 1218. Therest isget-
ting 2 oz/acre. Showers have been
around, but no big amounts. A couple
of placesmay have gotten aninch.

“Plantbugs are the predominate
insect, but aphids are being treated,
too. We don’t want to stop this cot-
ton. We' retrying to make onetreat-
ment work for both, either with Trimax
or Centric.

“Thismorning | counted 7 squares
onsome555. It'sdow getting started
but then fruitswell. Our goa isto get
16-20 oz/acre of Pix on it before it
blooms. Wefully expect to seeplenty
of bloomson someof our earliest cot-
ton by June 15. We're still fighting
thripsinsomelatefieds, andit doesn't
matter what we have under them.
Ditchbanksand wheat are maturing,
and they’ reholding alot of thrips.”



