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Here is this week’s issue of
AgFax: Midsouth Cotton, spon-
sored by the Midsouth staff of Va-
lent U.S.A. Corporation, maker of
Orthene®, Sdlect®, Cobra® and other
crop protection materialsdesigned
for Southern cotton production.

OVERVIEW

Aphidsarebuilding on awider
basis, and plantbugs are being
treated, too. But most of our con-
tactsthisweek characterized insect
pressureinther areasasbeing mostly
light to moderate. Severa noted that
herbicideand growth regul ator treet-
mentsaretheir mainfocusright now.

Thesereportswere made Mon-
day evening and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS
Allen McKnight, Delta Ag
Consulting, Greenville, Miss.:
“Insectsin cottonareunusudly quiet.
Plantbug numbersarelow and not
worth treating. We're more con-
cerned about getting Pix on most of
thecrop. With all thisrain, thecrop

isgrowingalittletoofast.

“Most of our cottonisn't quite
ready to start blooming. We' rerun-
ning 10-14 days behind the lower
Delta where they have a lot of
bloomsaready. It'sloading up well
but just growing toofast, and we'll
put Pix on just about every acrethis
week. Last week someareasgot 3-
4" of rainand up to 7" in spots. At
least 500 acres of cotton was
drowned out in low areas next to
wherewecheck rice.”

Ralph Bagwell, L ouisana Ex-
tension Entomologist, Winns-
boro, La.: “People are treating
pretty widely for aphids and
plantbugs. Aphid numbersare pick-
ing up, and plantbugs are still with
us. We' reasofinding afair number
of fleahoppers. Numbers started
picking up last week, and they’ retill
building some. Therewerefiddslast
week that had to be sprayed just for
fleahopperes.

“Cotton has perked up. But
we've aso found a lot of square
shed, which we anticipated after
sunny conditionsreplaced that long
stretch of rain and cloudy weather.

Pantscouldn’t trangpireenough, and
squarestrying to formin that time
framecouldn’t mekeit. Thisisapretty
uniform pattern of shedding across
thestateand shouldn’t automatically
be blamed on plantbugs.”

ClaudeBonner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Cotton Specialists of Ark,
Inc., N. Little Rock, Ark.: “We
should have afew scattered blooms
next week. Thebulk of our cropis
at 10-12 nodesand |l oading up pretty
good, but we've also got a fair
amount that’s<till struggling.

"Pix isgoing out, and we restart-
ing layby on quiteafew fieldsand
post-directing herbicideson others.
Withdl therain, we || haveaweedier
crop than anyonewould like. There
isn't much insect activity. We're
treating some plantbugs.

“The first grower asked today
when we should start watering. I'm
seaingalittlewilting oneroded dopes,
but we do have some better fields
that might require irrigation next
week. WE vegot |essthan optimum
root systemsin alot of fields and
haveto be sensitivetothat.”
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ORTHENE® For Plant Bug And Stinkbug Control

Orthene provides outstanding control of plant bugs throughout
the season. Research verifiesthat Orthene controlstarnish plant
bugsresistant to other organophosphates and isa cost-effective
insecticide for fleahoppers. Orthene remains an outstanding
tool for controlling stinkbugs, too, afact that ag professionals
have recognized for more than 20 years. And with new
technologieslike Bt cotton it still fitsinto alogical, cost-effective
IPM program. It's versatile and effective. No wonder Orthene
has been trusted in cotton for more than 20 years.
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Joe Townsend, Ind. Consult-
ant, Coahoma, Miss.: “We'reinthe
beginning of astrong aphidincrease,
and we' re spraying significant acre-
age. Along with that, plantbug treat-
mentscontinue, and we reon our 3rd
round on someof our better cotton.
We d so sprayed our first wormsto-
day on some conventional cotton.

“Thiscropisrequiringtremendous
doses of Pix to stop it from going
crazy, and some of it's doing that,
anyway. Cotton isshowing weather
stressand wilting. It lacksanormal
root system and hasn'’t seen any sun-
shinefor most of thetimeit'sbeen
dive”

Trent LaMastus, I nd. Consult-
ant, Cleveland, Miss.: “We're
spraying plantbugs every now and
then. We' vebeen goingwith Orthene
initidly wherewehad problemsnext
to ditches or wherethey were com-
ing out of corn. We've also had to
apply someemergency dosesof Pix
and have added Orthene where
we' vegot smaller counts.

“For asecond shot, we' ve been
coming back with Centricor Trimax.
Aphidsare starting to blow up onus
now, too.We sprayed a couple of
blocks of conventional cotton last
week for worms. We've found
brown stinkbugsin the cotton, run-
ning 5-20%. So far, we haven't
treated themdirectly.

“Weeds are everywhere. People
aredoing salvagetrestmentsand run-
ning layby rigs. We'rejust glad that
insect pressureisn’t any morethanit
is. Everyone needsto catch up on
herbicidework. Blooming started on
June 13, and 15-20% of our cotton
isblooming now. The older cotton
that didn’t get waterlogged looks
pretty good, alot better than some
of thelater planted fields.”

Scott Sewart, Extension Cot-

ton Entomologist, Jackson, Tenn.:

“WEe vehad 2 good daysof growing
weather, and that’salready hel ping.

WEe're through with thrips and are
looking at plantbugs now. They’re
generdly light, but numberscouldin-
crease as wild hosts dry down.

Aphids are starting to come on a
little, but not asbad asI’mhearingin
other partsof theregion.

“Peoplearemostly watching both
plantbugs and aphids. A few aphid
treatments might have been made,
but | think growersare holding back
becausetheresmply isn't Sgnificant
pressure from either insect. Even
wherethey’ reputting out Pix, | don’t
believealot of insecticideisgoing
out withthe gpplications.”

GusLorenz, ArkansasExten-
sion | PM Specialist: “Nematodes
really worked on root systemswhile
cottonwasstalled out during all the
wet, cold weather. Now that grow-
ing conditionsare better and it sget-
ting drier, we're seeing the effect.
Evenwithout nematodes, muchof this
crop haslimited root devel opment,
and we' re not going to haveal ot of
roomto play around withirrigation
schedul esthis season.

“We redsofindingfruit shed, and
much of itisenvironmentally driven.
L osses of 25-30% are pretty com-
mon, and in these problem fields
we' redropping plantbug thresholds
from 1 plantbug per 1 row foot to 1
plantbug per 3 row feet. Protecting
that remaining fruitisnow morecriti-
ca.

“Aphidsarebuilding acrossmuch
of Arkansas, and we' re not finding
thefungusyet. We do have apretty
good population of beneficials, and
they’re holding aphids back in
places. But aphidsappear to bemore
of aprobleminalot of fieldswhere
broad spectrum materialswereused

earlier for thrips. Wormsareinalull.
WEe' ve got more black root rot than
I’veever seen. Cool, wet weather is
black root rot'sfriend.”

David Skinner, Ind. Consult-
ant, Sarkville, Miss.: “Most of my
hill cotton wasplanted between May
28and dune5, andit’still smal. Al-
most all my Delta cotton (in
Humphreys County) is blooming.
We're just starting to find some
aphidsin cotton, and plantbugs are
showing upinfiddsadjacentto corn.
We sprayed 3 fields today (Tues-
day), and they wereall by corn.

“With the aphids, my Deltacot-
ton is big enough that we can go
longer on it and hopefully get the
aphid fungusrolling in here by the
Fourth of July. Theonly cottonwe ve
treated for aphids, sofar, was about
80 acres with small plants that
couldn’t copewiththe pressure.”

Dale Wells, Ind. Consultant,
Cotton Services, Inc., Leachville,
Ark.: “We reputting out alittle Pix
and spraying some aphidsand treat-
ing afew plantbugs. Aphidsarejust
sarting to build, and we' retrying to
cut them off beforethey becomea
bad problem. Wherewe rerunning
hooded sprayers, we' realso apply-
ing something on aband for aphids,
elther Trimax or Centric.

“Cottonlooksalot better, butit's
still behind. It’sbeginning to appear
alittledrought stressed. Areassouth
of usgot soaking rainsacoupl e of
weeksago. Weeither got norainor
only smal showers. Pivotsare start-
ing up and polypipeisbeingrolled
out inplaces.”



