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OVERVIEW

Tropical storm Bill came ashore
Monday, but most of the region
missed theheavy rains. Showersre-
lated to Bill did fall in Mississippi,
mainly east of 1-55 and in a band
through the Delta. Scattered show-
ers also developed late last week
through the Midsouth.

Fieldwork never stopped in many
locations. Andirrigation has started,
infact, in somefields.

A few more hintsof aphid fungus
werereported. Also, severa people
noted high stinkbug countsin cotton.

These reports were made Mon-
day and Tuesday.

CROP REPORTS
Bob Griffin, Griffin Ag Consult-

ing, Jonesboro, Ark.: "Thiscropis

moving fast. Some cotton planted a

month apart — on about April 14 and
May 14—isonly about 2 weeksapart
now intypical development. I’ vegot
3fieldsof doublecrop cotton planted
on May 29-30 that have gained 2 to
2.5n0dsin4 days. They wentfrom3
to 3.5 last Monday to 5-6 on Friday.
We have alot of fields averaging 9
NAWF at 1st bloom and someat 10-
11, sothere'salot of horsepower un-
der thiscrop.

“We started treating wormsin a
little conventional cotton inthelast
couple of days, going with Tracer.
We've just about finished pinhead
square treatments with Centric and
are shifting over some now to
Orthene.”

Charles Denver, Denver Crop
Consulting, Watson, Ark.: “We're
mostly putting out Pix. Cottonisgrow-
ing rapidly. Treatmentsfor plantbugs
and aphids are being made here and
there, and we' restarting afew worm
applicationson non-Bt cotton.

“Asfar asgrowth goes, DPL 451
isgivingusthebiggest chdlenge. This
variety really wantsto grow. Wehad
alittleof it last year, but it seemsto
be much more aggressive this season.
We' reincreasing both the rates and
frequency of Pix applications.

“1’m seeing what appearsto bea
littleaphid fungus, especidly infidds
closer totheLouisianaline.”

Phillip McKibben, McKibben
Ag Services, Mathiston, Miss.:
“Aphidshavereally blownupinthe
last 7-10 days. Dueto al thewesther
delays, part of our crop had to be
planted late, and we treated alot of
4-5 |eaf cotton because we couldn’t
afford any moredelays. In someolder
cotton that’s closeto blooming I’ ve
found what appearsto bethefungus,
and that’sencouraging.

“Plantbugs have been spotty up
until thelast few days. They seemto
be moving into cotton now. Square
retention hasbeen running well over
90%, but we' re starting to see some
effect as plantbug counts go up. We
treated the worst spotslast week and
will probably treat morethisweek.”

Reynold Minsky, Ind. Consult-
ant, LakeProvidence, La.: “Insect
pressureistill relatively mild. We're
treating someplantbugswith Orthene.
Aphidsare still hanging around, but
they’ ve subsided somewhat. We' ve
made 2 applications of Intruder on
most of our acreage. We're holding
back right now on additional treat-
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ments, hoping the fungus hel ps soon.

“Retention is probably 94%. If
anything, the crop looks better now
thanitdidthistimelast year.”

Jon Tate, Ind. Consultant,
Indianola, Miss.: “We' ve had spotty
showers today (Monday), no more
than .2" anyplace I’ ve been. We're
hoping for agood rain. If it doesn’'t
rain, we' [l bewatering on the Fourth
of July.

"Our cropisinto heavy bloom, with
10,000t0 20,000 bloomsper acreona
hugeamount of cotton. Weapplied Pix
on everything and are glad we did.
WEe're off to a beautiful start, other
thaninthelow places. Except around
corn, retentionisabout 99%, andwe're
one node ahead of where we were
thistimelast year.

“We're treated some aphids and
have made plantbug applications
around corn, and that’s about it in
terms of pestsright now. Beneficia
counts have been pretty good.”

Ralph Bagwell, L ouisiana Ex-
tension Entomologist, Winnsbor o,
La: “We'reinalittlebit of alull with
insects. Aphid numbersdropped off,
but they seem to be coming back now.
Fungusisout thereandin someloca
tionsmay betaking them out. In other
areas folks are trying to decide
whether to spray. L etting aphidsbuild
isn't something you’ d necessarily want
to see, on one hand. But as popul a-
tionsincrease, you speed up the pro-
motion of epizootics.

“We began picking up ascattering
of light egglaysMonday, and thismay
bethefront end of abollworm flight.

“Also, we' retreating quite afew
cotton and soybean fields for stink-
bugs, and it’s a strange mix of spe-
cies. One of the predominate ones
we'refindinginnorth Louisianaisthe
dusky brown stinkbug. It'sunusual to
seeit there. It'sfar morecommonin
south Louisiana. Along with thedusky
brown, we' redealing with rice stink-
bugsand finding spined sol dier stink-
bugs, which areapredator. Normaly,

wedon't experience stinkbug pressure
in cotton until August.”

Scott Sewart, Extension Cot-
ton Entomologist, Jackson, Tenn.:
“In the southern part of the state it
appearsthat we' ve got popul ations of
clouded plantbugsbuildingjust likewe
did last year. The question we're
mainly having to consider ishow to
count these.

“They seemtobeabletodoalittle
more damage than tarnish plantbugs
and perhapstake off somewhat larger
sguares. We havelimited dataonthis
insect, but we're at least suggesting
that you count it as 1.5 tarnish
plantbugs when considering thresh-
olds. Aphids are light and spotty. A
few fields have been treated. Worms
arerunning 5-6% inalot of cotton.”

Cecil Parker, AgriServices,
Ltd., Vidalia, La.: “We reprimarily
putting out Pix. Scattered plantbugs
arearound, and we' redoing alot of
border sprays. A good deal of cotton
wastreated last week for aphids, and
populationshavereally come down.

"Therearen’t alot of worm treat-
ments in the non-Bt cotton. We're
seeing some older worms move
throughit now. Also, we' refinding a
few stinkbugsin cotton. They’ re not
at treatablelevels, but they areturn-
ing up aswe sweep.”

Tucker Miller, Ind. Consultant,
Drew, Miss.: “The tropical storm
missed us, but wegot alittlerain on
the southern end of our territory the
day before it moved inland. Areas
around Indianolaand Greenwood got
1" just aswewere about to start irri-
gating. We' refixingto start irrigation
wherewedidn’'t get rain.

“Overal, thecrop looksbetter ev-
ery day. Except for later planted fields,
most is blooming. Plantbugs have
been a concern the last couple of
weeks, especially around edges ad-
joining corn. We' ve been using Cen-
tric, Trimax, Bidrinand Orthenetohold
them back. We're also picking up a
little higher number of stinkbugsthan

inthe past. They’ remostly browns.

“Aphids are light to moderate.
Centric and Trimax for plantbugs
minimized pressure. We' ve also seen
more spined soldier bugsthan weusu-
ally comeacross.”

Mike Sartor, Ind. Consultant,
Sartor’s Ag Consulting, Clinton,
Miss.: “We need arain, but | don’t
think we' regoing to get it, or at least
not enough. Cottonisfruiting well and
retentionisgood. Wedon't havealot
of insect pressure. We're treating a
field or two now and then for
plantbugsand aphids.

“Wedo have scattered fieldsthat
will be a challenge later. In some,
we' |l bedefoliating oneend and till
putting Pix on the other end where
we had toreplant. It’still not grow-
ing out asmuch aswewouldlike.

“Also, we' re putting nitrogen on
somefiddsthat areobvioudy running
out of N. Part of thisisdueto denitri-
fication.Andwithal therain, alot of
nitrogen |eached bel ow theroot zone
so plantscan't pick it up. We're ap-
plying 30 Ibs/acre of actual N. We
don’ t want to put too much out, then
have arejuvinated root system that
tapsinto what we put out earlier.”

MikeWilliams, Area Entomol-
ogy Specialist, Sarkville, Miss.:
“Insects are pretty quiet in our hill
counties. A few plantbugs are being
treated. So far, we haven't picked up
any aphid fungus.

“With our trap lines through the
Delta, we' re seeing bollworm counts
down some and budworm countsup
dightly. It'sabout timefor abudworm
blip, although we may not see alot
becauseit’s been so wet. We caught
boll weevils during the 2 previous
weeksnorth of Grenadabut nonethis
week.

“InNE Mississippi our cropisa
solid month behind, whichiskind of a
scary thing to consider if it turns off
real dry. Wesimply don’'t have much
of aroot system now.”



