Please route to the parties listed above. Thanks, very much!

AgFax: Midsouth Cotton

"We've also just replanted someharvest will be starting in 7-10 days,
May 28’ 2002 Rains on Sunday ranged from 3" aso they're coming out of that crop, and
Here is this week's issueAfFax: Marks down to none as you go souttour numbers in cotton have probably
Midsouth Cotton,sponsored by Valent Some spots near Greenwood had halbubled in the last 5 days.
U.S.A., maker of Select, Cobra, Orthdamage, too. But it's dry enough in "Some areas got rain Saturday,
ene and Valor. We welcome your complaces that we're watering corn nowywhich took out some more of my cot-
ments. -Owen Taylor, Editor mainly from Sumner and Webb dowrton that was already sick. We had 3-4
OvervieW through Indianola and Greenwood." little areas with hail damage. The
Steve Schutz, Ind. Consultant, storm dumped 6" in one strip from
Weather extremes continue to hur€oushatta, La.: "It's still dry here. Piggot, Ark., to Holcomb, Mo.
the crop and are forcing growers t@ur last widespread rain was April 7. "We sprayed saltmarsh caterpillars
make tough decisions about whether t& few places picked up a 1-2" Sundaylast week. This is a new pest for us.
replant or continue planting atall.  but it wasn't widespread. Cotton wonWe sprayed a few fields early last sea-
Parts of Louisiana received goodome up on the stiff ground, and we'reon but have already treated more fields
rains last week, but a wide area in thégghting thrips where it is up. | think now than we did in 2001."
state continues to get drier. In the upall our cotton was planted by Satur- John "Kim" Kimbrough, Ind.
per Delta, wet and cold weather havday, and maybe 60% to 70% is up. Consultant, Pro Tech Ag, Lexington,
taken a heavy toll. Seedling disease is "Cool weather hurt us. It hasn't beeiMiss.: "We're doing a little spraying
widespread, the crop has been delayedarming up until 11 a.m. every dayfor thrips. Some cotton is suffering
and thrips remain a nagging problemso we're behind on heat units. We'rfom too much water and cold weather,
The following reports were madedoing some pinhead sprays. Temik peand all of it's suffering from too much
Monday and Tuesday, May 27-28. formance has been poor, probably duspld weather. Our growers near Ox-
to the dry and cool conditions." ford in north Mississippi, in particu-
Crop Reports Phil Gurley, Gurley's Agricul- lar, have been been too wet, but they
Tucker Miller, Ind. Consultant, tural Consulting Service, Kennett, missed most of the rains Sunday that
Drew, Miss.: "Cotton is looking a littte Mo.: "The crop is doing poorly. A lot we got here in Holmes County. We
better. We're still spraying thrips wheref replanting was done last week angicked up 1.5" here.
the weather went against us. We're tneven a little early this week. "Our north Mississippi growers
ing to get a shot of Orthene on some "The cotton is still trying to come needed just over a month to plant and
cotton right now that's at 4 leaves andut of the wet and cold weather damreplant. Cotton planted before all the
stunted. It needs help to get over thage. Thrips are all over it, and we'reold weather looks bad. We've got some
hump. But we've also got cotton that'spraying them as quickly as possibld-leaf Roundup Ready cotton that
past thrips problems. Some early field&ith Orthene to give the cotton somave're afraid to treat because it's prob-
that were protected from the weatherelief so it can grow. | don't see thebly not growing enough to cope with
are at the 9th node and 3 squares. thrips situation easing up soon. Wheatontinued on next page

SELECT®: Use It To Kick Tough Grass SELECT®

SELECT 2 EC continues to be the Cotton Belt's Number 1 grass hjjais Herbicide
cide. It controls annual and perennial grasses. With its wide applicaigtx is sponsored by Valent U.S.A. as a
window, SELECT 2 EC takes out grasses after they’ve outgrown the siréce to cotton producers and industry.
limitations of competing chemistry. Its spectrum includes both seedling/aitg://www.valent.com
tough rhizome johnsongrass. And it does all that without carryoveti@#e questions about Valent products in

S , gybeans, rice, cotton or other crops?
plantback restrictions. It's even labeled for soybeans, peanuts, non-B&;

! ) i 4 AGct us at: valent@valent.com. © 2002
ing fruit trees and alfalfa. SELECT — it really kicks grass ™! Valent U.S.A. Corp.
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the Roundup. wouldn't worry about if cotton wasshowing up through much of the state,

"Cotton planted in the Oxford areagrowing faster. | started sweeping thiand I've heard of poor performance
last week showed just how much corweekend and caught plant bugs in tfeom some pyrethroid treatments.
ditions have improved. It came out 08-4% range in some places." They're mainly on field edges, work-
the ground in 4 days." Keith Collins, Richland Parish ing into the closest rows. One option

Chuck Farr, Mid-South Ag Con- Extension Agent, Rayville, La.:"We we're recommending at this point is 2
sultants, Crawfordsville, Ark.: "The finally got a good rain through hereoz/ac of Dimilin in border areas."
weather and the river continue to hindeunday. It only rained .5" in the north-  Agricultural Management Ser-
cotton planting. Some of our growergrn part of the parish, but amounts indces, Clayton, La. (from the firm's
have thrown in the towel and decidedreased as you went south, and totaleekly report, by Roger Carter, Tim
not to plant any more cotton this seadown there were close to 2.5". We had/hite, Walter Myers and Nate Well-
son because they see too much risk wiémough rain the previous Friday to finborn): "Cotton acreage was to be 50%
a late crop. One grower who had 5,508h most cotton planting, and this onef last year's total. Of intended acres,
acres of cotton last year and plannadlill bring the crop along.This was outapproximately 90% has been planted.
on 3,800 acres this year quit plantinfirst saturating rain since April 7-8. If a stand is not established on the dry-
Saturday at 1,800 acres. Two more "We've got damaged cotton due tplanted acreage, cotton acres will be
growers with over 800 acres of cottothrips and cold, dry weather. Cotton hadown 65% from last year's totals.
between them won't plant a stalk nowust been sitting there. Some growers "Catahoula and Concordia Parishes

"I think our acreage will be off 30-with pivots watered up cotton and haveay have the highest percentage loss
40%. We've replanted 20-30%. Thenade 3 rounds already. We're ready ndwcotton acres. Corn and soybeans in-
early crop that wasn't killed outright iSor some good growing conditions." herited most of the cotton acreage.
stunted. We've got some 3-4" cotton at Ralph Bagwell, Louisiana Exten- Many farmers opted to take the gov-
5th leaf, and we'll really have to watclhsion Entomologist, Winnsboro, La.: ernment money and plant a less expen-
our Roundup treatments. It's the worsRains helped in some areas over ttsive crop. This trend will continue un-
start I've ever seen to a cotton crop. weekend, but a lot of places got littléil cotton prices getin the 70-cent range.

"Our immediate concern is thripsor no rain. Cotton ranges from not "Where Command was applied be-
Wheat dried down so much in the lagmerged all the way up to 9th nodéind the planter, an infurrow treatment
5 days that all the thrips in the countrWe need rain. There are people wateof Disyston was required. We recom-
are coming out of it and going into coting cotton just to keep it alive. Thripanended that all cotton have an Orth-
ton. Cotton with 2 cotyledon leaves haare terrible in some areas but hardigne seed treatment regardless of what
3-5 thrips per plant. We're also findingpresent in others. Some weather darather seed treatments or infurrow in-
large numbers of stinkbugs in wheadge is still being mistaken for thripssecticides were used. It has been obvi-
fields and roadsides." We're picking up a few aphids, and thegus the past several years that seedlings

John Raymond Bassie, Ind. Con- could get worse if it remains dry."  from Orthene-treated seed have less
sultant, Bassie's Agri Service, Cleve-  Gus Lorenz, Arkansas Extension thrip problems. The addition of Gau-
land, Miss.: "Things really don't look IPM Specialist: "This is about as badcho, Cruiser, Temik or Disyston helps,
good. I've got some cotton with 2-3 start as we've ever had. Warm weathaut Orthene may be the key.
squares on one end of the row, butthis week will make cotton look better "Thus far thrip have not been a se-
quarter mile away on the lower end ofvhere it's capable of rebounding. In NEous issue, but are requiring some at-
the field the plants are still in the seedArkansas, county agents estimate thention on some of the slower growing
ling stage. There was too much rai@5% of their cotton has been replantedotton. We are using Bidrin or Orth-
and cold temperatures, and now we're "We're about through with cottonene for foliar applications. In areas
facing the potential for a 2-week difplanting. Seedling disease has reallyhere moisture is very short, we have
ference in defoliation times. held back this cotton, and people ampted to do nothing until it rains.

"By Saturday we were probably 80evaluating stands now. Rain is in the "Aphids are requiring attention on
85% finished with cotton planting. Ar-forecast again, so that could add to trs@me cotton, especially where Disyston
eas around Shelby and Duncan got problems we've already got. was used infurrow. We are using Trimax
6" of rain, and it already was too wet "Thrips are still hitting. We're get-and Centric to determine if there are
to work there. We've got 1,300 acreting 3-5 days control then have to treatifferences in control. Spider mites are
behind the Mississippi River levee thaaigain. One concern is what repeatexppearing earlier than we have ever
looks questionable due to high watertreatments are doing to beneficials. I'witnessed. Light populations are

"We're treating thrips, not becausafraid we're going to be open to morpresent in many fields. If it doesn't rain
numbers are high but because cottongscondary pest pressure. soon, some treatment will be required.
so sickly and the few thrips out there "Saltmarsh caterpillars are showing "Plant bugs are present, but we are
are doing a steady job of destroyingp in NE Arkansas. We're recommendiesitant to treat for fear of stimulating
cotton. I'm spraying cotton that ling Intrepid. Young grasshoppers areorse problems."



