Please route to the parties listed above. Thanks, very much!

AgFax: Midsouth Cotton

JUl 9 2002 terminals. This population will likely ~ Tucker Miller, Ind. Consultant,

y ) go for a while, and scattered fields ar®rew, Miss.: "We've had scattered
Here is this week's issuedGFAX:  being treated in south Arkansas. showers in the last week, including 2"

MIDSOUTH COTTONsponsoredby  "We're mainly finding bollworm of rain in parts of Sunflower County.

Valent U.S.A., maker of Select, Cobranoths in the fields, but egg tests indiNorth of U.S. 82, though, it's dry.

and Orthene. cate a high percentage of budworms iWe're irrigating everything we can.
-- Owen Taylor, Editor the mix. We're recommending at least "Insects are mostly low. We started
OVERV'EW a tankmix with a budworm materialpicking up 10% white worm eggs at
rather than straight pyrethroids."” Indianola and south of Greenwood to-

The crop is making progress, and a Ralph Bagwell, Louisiana Exten- day (Monday). North of there we
number of our contacts continue to resion Entomologist, Winnsboro, La.: weren't picking up eggs over the week-
port great retention. But much of the'We're on the front end of a bollwormend. Plantbugs are low, with the ex-
region needs arain to hold fruit alreadflight, and | expect it to keep going toception of some edges around corn.
on the plant. some extent for a couple of weeksWhen this corn starts drying down,

A bollworm flight is kicking up in  Most people have been reporting adhough, we're expecting a good deal
Louisiana and the south Delta. Theivity since the middle of last week,of plantbug and stinkbug movement.
aphid fungus is reported on a wideand some spraying has started. We do "We have spider mite problems in
basis (see Don Steinkraus's comment$lave a small area in Franklin Parisimore areas than I've seen in along time.
CROP REPORTS where kits show 70-80% budworms. It's due to a c_ombination of hot, dr_y

"Everyplace else, the eggs are runweather, all this corn, and more notill

Gus Lorenz, Arkansas Extension ning 80% bollworms, and the boll-production. We've sprayed edges quite
IPM Specialist: "It looks like aphids worms are plentiful. A lot of people a bit with Kelthane and knocked mites
are crashing in many fields in souttare opting for a pyrethroid, and soméack pretty good. In a few spots we've
Arkansas. The numbers are bottomingre adding a little Tracer or Denim withtreated a second time, and with pivots
out. Spider mites continue to build dughe idea that they'll come back with oneve're hoping to hold them back.
to hot, dry weather, and they're movef those materials later, if needed. "Aphids are mostly gone, but we
ing off edges and across fields. Mites "We still have spider mites, whichhave a few spots on late cotton. They
are a problem statewide but seemve didn't anticipate after all the rainhaven't built up enough to justify treat-
worse, maybe, in the southern half. Plantbugs are still present but noment."

"Eggs and small larvae turned ugeavy. None are being exclusively Phil Gurley, Gurley's Agricul-
in some fields in the last few days, antteated, but something is being addeuiral Consulting Service, Kennett,
treatments are going out on a spottior them when other trips are madeMo.: "We've got a dry, warm wind out
basis. A lot of the egg laying is downThe aphid fungus is almost everywheref the north, and everyone and every-
in the canopy on dried blooms andiphids are still out there, but we're athing is dehydrating pretty quickly. We
square bracts rather than on top in the point that treatments have stopped.Lontinued on next page

SELECT®: Use It To Kick Tough Grass
SELECT 2 EC continues to be the Cotton Belt's Number 1 gnSsE I-ECT®

herbicide. It controls annual and perennial grasses. With its wgfex: Midsouth Cottonis sponsored by

applicaton window, SELECT takes out grasses after they’ve @ﬁ";‘if\c,’l‘ég'tgo(fg;{‘olegarfvf;r\;a;gt i‘;j,-;};y

grown the size limitations of competing chemistry. Its spectryidlessionals.Selectis a registered trade-

includes both seedling and tough rhizome johnsongrass. And it &gt Really Kicks Grass is a trade-
. . , inark of Valent U.S.A. Corporation.

all that without carryover or plantback restrictions. It's even la-

beled for soybeans, peanuts, non-bearing fruit trees and alfﬁlfﬂj: //www.valent.com
SELECT—itreally kicks grass
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need rain badly. Retention is surpriseverywhere. Fruit load looks good bufields are being treated. It's unusual to
ingly good, considering the tough conit's not really bolled up yet, and I'msee them like this in prebloom cotton.
ditions we've had. Some of this cottoafraid we'll see some shed when bolls "Aphids are around in spots. They
is really trying to put on 5-lock bolls.start forming, due to lack of moisturearen't a concern but might build if it
Probably 65-70% of what | work is  "We've got worms, and we assumstays dry. A few spider mites are lin-
blooming. But the crop will throw athey're mainly bollworms. We'vegering."
lot of fruit if we don't get significant sprayed some Bt cotton twice. Nor- Jack McDaniel, McDaniel Ag Ser-
rain soon. A 2" rain would give us amally, we spray when we hit 10% owice, Oak Ridge, La.:"We're starting
chance to still make a fair crop. more in pink blooms, and some of ouio pick up some plantbugs. A pretty
"Spider mites remain a problemupper bolls have been hit, so we dgood bollworm moth flight started in
They're more widespread now, andided to retreat. We're finding them irthe last day or two. A lot of people are
we've been running Capture. Some eérminals, too. I'm seeing more danthinking about spraying, if they haven't
my growers really wanted to tryage than | would have expected. Popatready started. They'll probably make
Zephyr, but they couldn't get it in thdations are somewhat high, but not olome oversprays in Bt cotton to take
gallon container. The price they weref the ordinary. At first | thought thisout plantbugs and escaping bollworms.
quoted on the 2.5-gallon container wasas conventional cotton, but the grower "Aphids got heavy about 3 weeks
a lot more than they wanted to spendzerified it was a Bt variety. ago. We treated in some spots, then
"A few scattered worms are turn- "So far, we haven't had mites, evestarted getting the fungus and popula-
ing up. | heard of a treatment by thé places where | normally expect therions fell off. But they're building
St. Francis River today (Monday)We've treated a few fields for stinkagain, even in places where we got a
Plantbug numbers are going up, anougs. Aphids were real bad earlier bubt of rain, and we may treat some.
we'll treat some fields now that theren't much of a factor now. A fewMites are out there, and we've mainly
eradication program has shifted fronplantbugs are coming back, and we'teeated with Capture to pick up
blanket spraying to individual fields."finding fleahoppers here and therglantbugs or overspray the Bt cotton."
Chuck Farr, Mid-South Ag Con- Worms remain the big thing overall.”  Don Steinkraus, University of Ar-
sultants, Crawfordsville, Ark.: Robert Wells, Cotton Consultant, kansas Entomologist, Fayetteville,
"Plantbugs have picked up again, anfigriliance, Dermott, Ark.: "The main Ark (and director of aphid fungus
we're treating with Centric and somé¢hings we're dealing with are plantbugtesting program, funded by Cotton
Orthene and Bidrin. Stinkbugs are inand stinkbugs. They're not everywheracorporated): "Our data today (Tues-
creasing, along with aphids and miteut are building in places. We sprayeday) is current to July 5 while we wait
Overall, the crop looks good, but we'ra field or two for worms in the lastfor new samples to filter in from the
at a critical period this week. Little rairnweek, but they've been surprisinglyoliday weekend. We expect a good
has fallen over the last 10 days, ardyht, considering reports from southdeal of samples to flow through the lab
dry conditions are affecting the cropof here. Aphids are on some youngeawver the next 2 weeks.
Fields that were running 8 nodes abowmtton, and we've treated a little. "Based on Midsouth aphids evalu-
white flower aweek ago are at 6t0 6.5 "We're not picking up enough ofated, so far, we're in the early stages of
today (Monday). If it stays dry we couldfungus. Some people are behind on iepizootics in sampled fields in: Ashley
be at 5 by early next week." rigation, and we may see more funguSounty in Arkansas; Cato and Desoto
Keith Collins, Richland Parish develop as they catch up on wateringarishes in Louisiana; and Grenada,
Extension Agent, Rayville, La.:"Our We got just over 1" of rain where spiMontgomery and Webster Counties in
cotton is a mixed bag. We got benefider mites have been the worst, andMississippi.
cial rains across the parish over the lasan't find any there now." "We need to remember that there's
3 weeks, but some areas have received Scott Stewart, Extension Cotton no guarantee that aphids will soon
considerably more than others. ThEntomologist, Jackson, Tenn.:"It's crash in a given field just because the
western part of the parish got up to Meen pretty dry, and we need rain onfangus is present in that state or even
the week before last, while we havéot of our cotton. A few plantbugs andn that county. We continue to encour-
drier areas now that need rain again. &phids are still out there. Stinkbugs am@ge folks to contact us if they want
few folks are spraying for worms.starting in some fields. | was just in aphids analyzed. We 'll send them a free
Plantbugs have been off and on sindield that wasn't blooming, and it alkit. Contact us at steinkr@uark.edu or
squaring started, and a few mite treateady had a lot of adults and nymphgall 501-575-3187. Or, visit our web
ments have been made in drier areas. A "The grower had sprayed. Based asite at uark.edu/misc/aphid for our lat-
lot of cotton is blooming, and earlythe number of squares and dead stinkst reports and links to related mate-
cotton has a few small bolls." bugs on the ground, they appeared tial."
Steve Schutz, Ind. Consultant, have been damaging it. They did a lot
Coushatta, La.: "We could use a rain of damage in a small area. A few other



