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Here is this week’s issue of
AgFax: Southeast Cotton, spon-
sored by NichinoAmerica, maker of
ET™ cotton herbicide/defoliant and
Artisan™ peanut fungicide.

OVERVIEW

Eggsand wormsareturning up
onawider bassand arebeing found
asfar northasForence, S.C. Thisis
generally seen asabollworm/corn
earworm flight. No onereported an
overwhel ming amount of pressure.

Pantbugsand stinkbugscontinue
to betreated. Spider mitesareflar-
inginisolated locationsinnorthAla
bama. Aphids have pretty much
passed from the scene.

Pivots have cranked up more
widely thisweek after 10-14 days
of dry weather in some areas. But
scattered showers continue to de-
velop during most afternoons, and a
few locationspicked up 1-2" of rain
over thelast week.

Thesereportsweremade Thurs-
day and Friday.

CROP REPORTS

Ron Smith, Alabama Exten-
sion Entomologist (hot line, 800-
458-3738): “Cotton looks pretty
goodwhereit wasn't planted late or
drowned out. It sfruiting upwell and
seemsto have decent yield poten-
tid.

“We're finding a few more
plantbugsevery week. Therearen’t
enoughinevery fieldtotrigger treet-
ments, but they are steadily increas-
ing in somelocations. Plus, we're
picking up alot of immatureclouded
plantbugs and continueto seemore
stinkbugs, both brownsand greens.

“Someworm pressureisevident.
It'snot statewide, but they definitely
areincertainfields. Itlookslikethe
bollworm flight isfinally coming out
of corn, and we' refinding eggsand
wormsthat arejust afew hoursold.
Thisismainly in central and south
Alabama. Again, they’renot in ev-
ery field, but we areturning up eco-
nomic numbers.

“l saw some this week in the
Wiregrassthat already had escaped
on Bt cottonwherethey wereonlittle
bollsunder bloomtags, whichistypi-

caly what happens. Aphidsaregone
now in severd locationswherethey
had been building.”

BarryL.Freeman, Extension
Entomologist, Belle Mina, Ala.:
“We'retill cleaning up plantbugs.
They’ re not terrible, but there cer-
tainly are enough out therein some
placesto spray. We'realso dealing
with spider mitesin somelocations,
and they'retoughin spots.

"Thefungushasbeenverified, and
it'sbeginning to control our aphid
popul ations. An occasiond moth and
afew eggsareevidentinour fields,
but we renot into Sgnificant activity
quiteyet.”

WesBriggs, Briggs Crop Ser-
vices, Inc., Bainbridge, Ga.:
“We're irrigating cotton now. We
started on the sandy land and are
beginningto run pivotson siffer dirt.
Thedrier weather gave us abreak
tofinish cleaning up fields. We had
to go with some pretty hot stuff, in-
cluding Cobraand MSMA, to get
thingsunder control.

“We' reinacornearwormandfall
armyworm flight now in Bt cotton,
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HERBICIDE/DEFOLIANT

ET™ isatrademark of

NichinoAmericalnc. Fora

copy of our label, goto
Www.nichino.net/
et_prodlabels.html

ET ™. Control Weeds, Control Your Budget!
Weather delays this spring gave weeds a big, expensive
head start in cotton. Adding new ET herbicide to your post-
directed hooded sprayer applicationisthefastest way toregain
al thegroundyou’ velost. Inaglyphosatetankmix, ET quickly
killstough morningglory and a so control s pigweed and hemp

sesbania.

And ET is half the cost of competing chemistry.
Control weeds and control your budget this year with ET,
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and we' restarting to do oversprays.
Eggs are running in the 20-40%
range. So far, we've had to spray
very little cotton for tobacco bud-
worms.

"Stinkbugs arefairly light, and
we're picking those up with our
worm treatments. Most everybody
isgoing with apyrethroidinthe Bt
cottonandtankmixingalittieOrthene,
Bidrinor methyl for stinkbugs. Upto
now, thisisabout thelightest insect
pressurel’ veseen.

“We've got an above average
cropif wecanjust hold ontoit. With
all thisrain, we ve put out atremen-
dousamount of Pix, generaly inthe
40-50 oz/acrerange. That'salmost
unheard of, but the crop has needed
every drop of it.”

Bobby Boutwell, Royster-
Clark Farmarket, Jay, Fla.:
“We' vegot littleto no insect pres-
surein cotton. SomePix isgoing ouit.
A lot of nematode problemsarenow
showing upwiththewet weether. You
can see unevenness across fields
where soilsstayed wet.

“We' ve caught a number of 2"
showers, but this area missed the
heavy rainsthat seem to have hung
over Baldwin County (Alabama) for
several weeks. | wason afield tour
today (Thursday), and an Alabama
farmer said thereactually weresome
people planting cotton thisweek near
him”

Phillip Roberts, Extension En-
tomologist, Tifton, Ga. (hotline,
800-851-2847): “We're spraying
worms alittle morethisweek. It's
mainly alot of corn earworms, but
other speciesarein themix. More
Southern green stinkbugsthanbrown
dinkbugsarepresent. Overdl, wedill
haveagood looking crop, and upto
now wedon't havethat much money
initforinsect control or someother

things, likeirrigation. We vegotirri-
gated cornthat’sonly been watered
once and some dryland corn that
would have donejust asgood asthe
pivot cornif it had had morefertil-
izer”

(To download Robertssfull in-
sect report for this week, go to:
agfax.com/updates/ga/
cottonpest7.pdf.)

Mitchell Roof, Extension En-
tomologist, Florence, S.C. (hot
line, 877-629-1474): “We' refind-
ing afew morebollwormeggsinthe
southern part of the state. Fran
Arnette, who heads up scouting for
me, saysshe sfindingaconsderable
number of eggsintheFlorencearea.
Generdly, wearen't seeingmuch ac-
tivity yet abovethelakes. | wasin
Dillon County yesterday (Thursday)
andfoundvery littletoindicatethere's
amothflight underway.

“Eggshereat Florencearerun-
ning up to 30 per 100, sothereisa
littlemorelaying now than therewas
early in the week. By Monday or
Tuesday we should seeanincrease
abovethelakes.

“We're starting to spray some
stinkbugsin the southern part of the
state. Onefarmer | visited yesterday
was putting out Pix and added Cen-
tric. Browns seem to be the most
prevalent stinkbug right now, but |
a so saw some greens. One consult-
ant in the southern part of the state
emailed me today that they were
treeting stinkbugsand damageranged
from 15-20%, with mostly brown
stinkbugspresent. Aphidsare pretty
well crashing.”

Tom Cary, Worth County Ex-
tension Coordinator, Sylvester,
Ga.: “Layby herbicideapplications
areunderway, and we' redtill putting
Pix on the DPL 555. Also, we're
treating afew wormsand stinkbugs.

We haven't had what | would con-
Sdertobeany kind of bigmathflight.
Worms are sporadic, just here and
there. With stinkbugswe reseeinga
lot of brownsthistime.

“Generdly, we vebeenin pretty
good shapeintermsof moisture, but
some places have been getting dry.
Scattered thunderstorms are about
al we regetting right now. It'sbeen
dry enough now that somecottonand
peanutsarebeingirrigated. Thepiv-
ots started running last week, and
that'sthefirst timethisyear.”

Moth Trap Catches
From Ron Weeks

Extension Entomologist
WiregrassREC, Headland, Ala.

Insect 7/3-10* 7/11-15*
LCSB 5.4 7.0
FA 04 12
BA 14 0.6
CE 71 6.0
TBW 28.6 5.0

* Averagenumber per night. LCSB, lesser
cornstalk borer; FA, fall armyworm; BA,
beet armyworm; CE, corn earworm; TBW,
tobacco budworm.



